
 
       Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 

October 4th, 2026 Ɨ World Communion Sunday Ɨ 10:00am 
 

  
 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and 
participate in liturgy. 

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude                                                 Let All Things Now Living                                     Traditional Welsh           
                                                                                 Dianne Londo, Piano 
Welcome & Sharing​                                                                                    Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel    
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Ecclesiastes 3                                                                           Maren Reid 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace. 
Now, it is a time for singing! Come, let us worship God 
 

 Ɨ Hymn #32                                    I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                    Isaac Watts, 1715     
 
 



 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
God we do not always see you in your creation, and when we can’t see you, we have a hard 
time caring for your creation as we should. Forgive us for forgetting what we were made for. 
Forgive us for failing to see you reflected in each of your children. When we can’t see you in 
another, we have a hard time caring for them, loving them, and respecting them as we should. 
Would you help us to more clearly see, and more fully love?  
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from Psalm 25​​                    

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  

 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Psalter Reading​                               Psalm 142                                                                   Page 977 
Holy wisdom, holy Word.  
 
Special Music                            My Lord, What a Morning                                          Traditional Spiritual  

 
Children’s Moment 
                                 ​                       ​                                     
Second Psalter Reading​ ​     Psalm 148​                              Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli             
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                                                                           Page 982 
                                                                  
Sermon                                                                                    “The Wisdom & Wonder of St. Francis” 
                                                                             
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE                                  

 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

 Ɨ Hymn #20                             All Things Bright and Beautiful                          Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848 

    
Affirmation of Faith – The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,    
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
    of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and  
     the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
     he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
    is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Call to offering 

 
Offertory                         ​  He's Got the Whole World in His Hands                       Traditional Spiritual             
​                       
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;  
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Ɨ Hymn #753                      Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (First Verse)                 Sebastian Temple, 1967             

Make me a channel of your peace: Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your healing power, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 

   Invitation to the Table  ​                                                                                                         
 
   Prayer of Great Thanksgiving​  
         The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.​  
 
Communion​ ​                                     

We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united  
           body. We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals              
           and loves us just as we are.          
 
Prayer After Communion and the Lord’s Prayer​  ​        

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
  done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our    
  debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,    

             for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.          
 
Ɨ Hymn #611                                      Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                  Henry van Dyke, 1907 

 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction 
 

 
Postlude                                                        The Solid Rock                                                         WM. Bradbury       

 



Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today! | Music: Dianne Londo & Elizabeth O’Leary 

Greeter: Rebekah Landi | Liturgist: Maren Reid | Acolytes: Kailey Berg & Emma Landi 
Ushers: Argyle Greenlee, Will Monroe and Olivia Landi 

 

The service is being live-streamed and archived through our social media channels.  
While this videography focuses on worship leaders, participants may appear in the service recordings. 

 

On World Communion Sunday we joyfully celebrate with followers of Christ around the world. 
 

Potato Tent at Edward’s Orchard Our friends at Poplar Grove UMC are asking for our help - and 
willing to pay us for it! For every four-hour shift two WCPC volunteers can cover, they will give us $100 

for our Family in Need Fund! Are you available for any of the following shifts: Sat 10/10 2pm - 6pm,  
Sun 10/11 10am - 2pm or 2pm - 6pm? Let Pastor Lauren know asap to sign up! 

 

Snacks for Capron Thank you for your generosity! If you still want to bring something in, let Pastor 
Lauren know - the snacks will be delivered this week. Remember: no peanut or nut products! 

 

Save the Date! A TASTE of TALENT Friday, October 16, 2026 5:30 Spaghetti Dinner  
6:30 Musical Variety Show starring our wonderful musicians at Willow Creek.  

Adults $10 | Kids ages 5-10 $5 | Kids under 4 are free! Come and enjoy great food and entertainment! 
 

Cora J. Pope Trust Grant This grant helps people age 55 and older remain safely and securely in their 
homes through timely, dignified support. Funds may be used for needs such as: utility assistance, home 

repairs or modifications (installing ramps or grab bars, etc), key household items (such as window 
air-conditioning units), paying for home health aids, or other expenses directly related to housing 

stability.  Please fill out the brief application (found in the Fellowship Hall) and turn it into the  
Church Office (by email, mail or in person) by tomorrow Monday, October 5th.  

We anticipate awarding 10 grants of $400 each. 
 

Fall Sermon Series Inspired by Inspired by Rachel Held Evans. Each Sunday we will focus on a different 
chapter. Next week will be Resistance Stories with Pastor Tanya preaching. 

 

Pastor Lauren will be on vacation October 9th - 13th. Pastor Tanya will lead worship on Sunday 10/11.  
In case of pastoral care emergencies, please reach out to Pastor Tanya,  

Clerk of Session Rebekah Landi, or Chairperson of the Deacons Mary Beth Gratz.  
 

Tractor Trunk or Treat at Paulson’s Agricultural Museum Saturday, October 17th 11am - 2pm 
 

All Saints’ Sunday will be observed during worship on Sunday, November 1st. If there is a name you 
would like to have honored, let Pastor Lauren or the Church Office know by Wednesday, October 28th. 

 

Presbytery Meeting at Willow Creek on Tuesday, Nov 10th 9am - 2pm. Volunteers needed to serve 
as Greeters, coffee makers and hosts. Save the date and be on the lookout for more information.  

 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 4th​          10a​      Worship, 11a Fellowship 
Tuesday 6th​            1p        Grief Group, 6p Session Meeting​  
Wednesday 7th      8a​       Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant, 5:30p AA Meeting,  
                                           6p Nominating Committee 
Thursday 8th                6p      Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday 11th           10a      Worship - Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School,                  
                                           11a Fellowship, 11:30a Youth Group 

                         “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office hours are Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday from 8:30a - 12:30p. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren,  
please reach out to the Office. 

Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                                             Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                                              Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                                        Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle  

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

