
   Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
   September 27th, 2026 Ɨ 18th Sunday After Pentecost Ɨ 10:00am 

 

 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are 
invited to sing and pray and participate in liturgy. 

 

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude                Joshua Fought The Battle Of Jericho              Colin Buchanan             
                                                           Tom Andrew, Piano 
                        
Welcome & Sharing                                                Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel    
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 25                                          Ron Muzzarelli 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust. 
Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies exult over me. 
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame. 
Make me know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation. 
For you I wait all day long. Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #23           God, You Spin the Whirling Planets           Jane Parker Huber, 1978                                     
 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy, holy, holy God, we confess that we are too comfortable with violence. We 
consume media that desensitizes us to the suffering of others. We participate in a 
culture that more easily divides than unites. We excuse divisive language, and 
sometimes we even speak divisively ourselves, choosing to see others as against 
us rather than our neighbor and your beloved children. Will you forgive us for 
not seeing others as you do?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from Psalm 25​​       Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli         
Do not remember the sins of my youth! Do not remember my transgressions! 
According to your steadfast love, remember me, O Lord! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 

 
INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Epistle Reading            ​                Romans 6:1 - 9                                    Page 1754 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                           
 
Special Music                                 Redemption                                     by Jason Sytsma                            
 
Children’s Moment 
                 At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School. 
 
Old Testament Reading​          2 Samuel 21:1 - 14                      Pages 507 - 508  
Holy wisdom, holy Word.  
 
Sermon                                                                                                              “Buried”  
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE                                  

 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 
 Ɨ Hymn #250                  In the Bulb There Is a Flower                   Natalie Sleeth, 1986                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - from Philippians 2:5 - 11  
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord! 
Amen.  
 
Call to offering 
 

Offertory            Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle                       Schalk 
 
Ɨ Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer         
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 

 Ɨ Hymn #213                   In the Cross of Christ I Glory                 John Bowring, 1825              
 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction               
 
Postlude                  The Son of God Goes Forth to War                        Cutler 

 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
                                
                                The service is being live-streamed and archived through our social media channels.  

While this videography focuses on worship leaders, participants may appear in the service recordings. 
 

Thank you to those who served today!  
Greeter: Shannon Reagan | Liturgist: Ron Muzzarelli 

Ushers: Curt Greenlee, Don Greenlee, Jack Greenlee and Jaxon Greenlee     
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Scripture, hymns and liturgy, "Israel" can mean the collective name of the twelve tribes 
descended from Jacob, the nation of Israel as a whole, or during the period of the divided 

monarchy, the name of the Northern Kingdom. When we use “Israel” in worship, we are not 
referring to the modern political state. As we seek to be faithful interpreters of Scripture, we 

pray for the day of peace and justice for all.                      
 

Potato Tent at Edward’s Orchard Our friends at Poplar Grove UMC are asking for 
our help - and willing to pay us for it! For every four-hour shift two WCPC volunteers can 
cover, they will give us $100 for our Family in Need Fund! Are you available for any of the 
following shifts: Sat 10/3, Sun 10/4, Sat 10/10, Sun 10/11 10am - 2pm or 2pm - 4pm? Let 

Pastor Lauren know asap to sign up! 
 

Snacks for Capron Capron Elementary has reached out to us asking for help with 
providing individually packed, non-perishable snacks for students.  

Shopping list available in Fellowship Hall. 
Remember: no peanut or nut products! We will collect snacks until next Sun. Oct. 4th. 

 
Cora J. Pope Trust Grant This grant helps people age 55 and older remain safely and 
securely in their homes through timely, dignified support. Funds may be used for needs 
such as: utility assistance, home repairs or modifications (installing ramps or grab bars, 

etc), key household items (such as window air-conditioning units), paying for home health 
aids, or other expenses directly related to housing stability.  Please fill out the brief 

application (found in the Fellowship Hall) and turn it into the  
Church Office (by email, mail or in person) by Monday, October 5th.  

We anticipate awarding 10 grants of $400 each. 
 

Save the Date! A TASTE of TALENT Friday, October 16, 2026 5:30 Spaghetti Dinner  
6:30 Musical Variety Show starring our wonderful musicians at Willow Creek.  

Adults $10 | Kids ages 5-10 $5 | Kids under 4 are free! More information will be coming 
regarding tickets. Come and enjoy great food and casual, fun entertainment! 

 

Fall Sermon Series Inspired by Inspired by Rachel Held Evans. Each Sunday we will focus 
on a different chapter. Next Sunday we will focus on Wisdom Stories. 

 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 27th​ ​ 10a​             Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School,  
                                                               11a Fellowship, 11:15a F/P/E, 11:30a Youth Group 
Wednesday 30th          5:30p               AA Meeting 
Thursday 1st​ ​  6p                    Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday 4th​ ​ 10a ​ ​ Worship, 11a Fellowship 
           
           “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

                                                                                                                                                    Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office hours are 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30a - 12:30p. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren, 

please reach out to the Office. 
 


