
    Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
     August 16th, 2026 Ɨ twelfth Sunday After Pentecost Ɨ 10:00am 

 

  
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and 
participate in liturgy. 

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude                                                           Grace Alone                                       Jeff Nelson, &  Scott Wesley Brown  

                                                                               Tom Andrew, Organ  
Welcome & Sharing​                                                                                    Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel     
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 67​   ​ ​ ​                                     Mary Beth Gratz 
May God be gracious to us and bless us. May God’s face shine upon us. 
So that we may make you known upon the earth, your saving power among all nations. 
Let the people praise you, O God; let all your children praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!  
For you judge with equity and guide the nations upon earth.  
Let the nations praise you, O God; let all of your children praise you. 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere the Lord our God!  
Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #14                                       For The Beauty Of The Earth                       Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864 



Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, we confess that we have not been patient enough. We’ve barely been patient at all. 
We have our own little plans that we dream up, and we get so frustrated - with you, and your 
children - when things don’t unfold accordingly. We get irritated with people who get in our 
way, slow us down, and ask something of us that we’d rather not give - even when that 
something is simply time, attention, and energy. We get angry with you, though we confess we 
rarely admit it, when it becomes clear that our plan is not your plan - your ways are not our 
ways. Will you return us to faith once again? Help us to find trust in your love and wisdom, 
and grace for others as well as ourselves when life is a little harder and a lot less predictable 
than we think it should be.  
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from John 3:16 - 17​​ ​  

For God so loved the world that God gave the one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  

 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  

 
Ruth 1:1 - 10 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                                                              Pages 411 - 412 
 
Special Music ​                                            Wayfaring Stranger                                                 Traditional        

                                                                    Jim Burright, Voice & Guitar 
Children’s Moment 

 
Ruth 1:11 - 18                                                                                                                                           Page 412 
Holy wisdom, holy Word. ​                                                                                                               
                       ​                                          
Sermon                                                                                                                “Your People, My People” 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 



 Ɨ Hymn #686                                                  God of Our Life               Hugh Thomson Kerr, 1916; Charles Henry Purday, 1860             
 
Affirmation of Faith – an excerpt from the Belhar Confession 
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of 
saints called from the entire human family.  
We believe: that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;  
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;  
that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually 
be built up to attain;  
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and 
hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly 
that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be 
resisted; that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and 
blessing to one another; that we share one faith and one hope. 
Together, we come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ. 
Together, we are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity;  
Together, we know and bear one another's burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ that we 
need one another and upbuild one another, admonishing and comforting one another; that we 
suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray together; together serve God in 
this world; and together fight against all which may threaten or hinder this unity. 
Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory 
for ever and ever.  
 
Call to offering 

 
Offertory​                                                Your Feet Must Be Wet                                            By James Brechlin          

                                ​                     ​                       
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;  
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
​                                                                                                                              
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer​                        ​       

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 

​                      
Ɨ Hymn #306                                         Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                        John Fawcett, 1782         

 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude                                            For All the Faithful Women                                           David Evans 
 
 
 
 



Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today! Greeter: Shannon Reagan 

Liturgist: Mary Beth Gratz | Ushers: Ed & April Rottman 
 

The service is being live-streamed and archived through our social media channels.  
While this videography focuses on worship leaders, participants may appear in the service recordings. 

 
Check out our Worship Library! Worshipers of all ages are welcome to check out the items at the 
landing at the top of the south stairs. You can fill a worship bag with anything that interests you, and at 

the end of worship simply hang the bag on the stand next to the “library” shelf.  
You do not have to empty the bags. If you have any questions or any ideas for things you’d like to see 

added to the library, let Pastor Lauren or Rebekah Landi know! 
 

We always welcome the sounds of children of all ages in worship.  
And, if a caregiver needs a break, our nursery is also available for the entire worship service.  

 
Affirmation of Faith Every Sunday, we join our voices together to affirm what we believe using the 

Book of Confessions or words from Scripture. Rather than figuring out our beliefs as individuals each Sunday 
morning, we turn to faithful followers of Christ throughout time and around the world to see how they 

answered the question: What does it mean to follow Christ here and now? 
The Confession of Belhar is rooted in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. It was first 

drafted in 1982 by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church as a protest against a heretical theological 
stance that used the Bible to justify harsh systems of race-based injustice. It was approved by the 

PCUSA as part of our Book of Confessions at the 222nd General Assembly (2016). 
 

Language Used During Worship In Scripture, hymns and liturgy, "Israel" can mean the 
collective name of the twelve tribes descended from Jacob, the nation of Israel as a whole, or 

during the period of the divided Monarchy, the name of the Northern Kingdom.  
When we use “Israel” in worship, we are not referring to the modern political state.  

As we seek to be faithful interpreters of Scripture, we pray for the day of peace and justice for all. 
 
Summer Sermon Series For the Love of…everything you ever hoped there wouldn’t be a sermon about? 
In August, we will spend a couple of weeks on For the Love…what does the Bible say about love, marriage 

and relationships? Plenty! But it may not be what we think it says.  
 

Living with Grief Group will resume on Wednesday, September 9th at 1:00 pm.  
 

Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 16th​          10a ​   Worship, 11a Fellowship 
Monday 17th​           5:30p       Pickleball​ ​ ​  
Tuesday 18th​           8a​   Building & Grounds Meeting, 5:30p Worship & Music Meeting, 6p Pipe Band 
Wednesday 19th       8a​   Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant, 5:30p AA Meeting 
Thursday 20             6p            Bell Rehearsal​                                                              
Sunday 23rd​                10a ​   Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11:30a Media Meeting & Confirmation Class 
 

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office hours are Monday, 

Tuesday & Thursday from 9a - 12p. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren, please reach out to the Office. 
Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                                             Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                                              Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                                        Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle  
     
 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

