
 
 
 
         Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
                     July 26th, 2026 Ɨ ninth Sunday after Pentecost Ɨ 10:00am  
                                                                                                                                             

        Hymn Sing Sunday  
OUR APPROACH TO GOD   
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and 
participate in liturgy.  
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude                              Tell Me the Old, Old Story                                   William Doan ​       
                                                              Elizabeth O’Leary, Piano           
 
Welcome and Sharing​        ​            Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel 
 
Call to Worship - from Psalm 119​ ​                                
The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me. 
Keep my steps steady according to your promise. 
Never let iniquity have dominion over me.  
Redeem me that I may keep your precepts. 
Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 
My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept. 
Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. Come, let us worship 
God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Ɨ Hymn #35                   Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty               Joachim Neander, 1680;                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Catherine Winkworth, 1863 

​  
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Eternal God, we confess that worship is not always in our hearts. We confess 
that our words, thoughts and actions are not always reflections of your love.  
We allow worries and fears to distract us from the neverending gift of your 
everlasting love. Will you return us to a heart of wonder and of worship? 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from 1 Samuel 2 

There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no Rock like our God.  
My heart rejoices in you, O Lord; for I delight in your deliverance. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  
​  

Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 
INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
​   
Scripture Reading                Romans 8:26 - 39                              pages 1757 - 1758 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.​       
 
Special Music                        Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                              Doris Akers  
                                                                             
Children’s Moment​                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Hymn Sing  
        You are invited to choose a verse or two of a favorite hymn. You can raise  
        your hand and call out your selection when asked, or use the card in the pew  
        rack and hand it to an usher.  
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – an excerpt from the Scots Confession 
We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, 
whom alone we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we 
put our trust; who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, 
omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and believe all things 
in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in 
their being, and to be ruled and guided by this inscrutable providence for such 
end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the 
manifestation of his own glory. 
 
Ɨ Hymn #543                     O Christ Surround Me                   Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 2004 

​ ​               ​       ​ ​             
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory                                 Pass Me Not                                                      Fannie Crosby 

 
Ɨ Doxology 
     Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;    
     Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,     
        thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily    
        bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into    
        temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power    
        and glory forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
   Ɨ Hymn #462                       I Love to Tell the Story                           Katherine Hankey, 1866;            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  William G. Fischer, 1869 

                          ​  
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude​                              Peace Like a River                                           Traditional                 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
 Thank you to those who served today! Ushers: Brenda Benning and Mike Landi 

 
 

Boone County Fair Respite Tent August 11th - 16th Sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall for a time to volunteer at our Respite Tent! See Pastor Lauren or 

Mike Landi if you have any questions. This is one of our favorite ways to serve as a 
church family and let our wider community know what a caring congregation 

Willow Creek is.  
 

Summer Sermon Series For the Love of…everything you ever hoped there wouldn’t be a 
sermon about? In August, we will spend a couple of weeks on For the Love…what does the 
Bible say about love, marriage and relationships? Plenty! But it may not be what we think it 

says.  
 

Confirmation Camp begins tomorrow! Pastor Lauren will be meeting with confirmands 
Monday (10am - 2pm) through Thursday (9am - 11:30am) July 27th - 30th.  

 

Pickleball Mondays all Summer 5:30pm until dark in the back parking lot.  
 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 26th​ ​ 10a​             Worship, 11a Fellowship 
Monday 27th                5:30p              Pickleball 
Tuesday 28th​ ​ 6p​             Pipe Band  
Wednesday 29th          5:30p              AA Meeting  
Thursday 30th            6p                    Bell Rehearsal 
Sunday 2nd                  10a​ ​ Worship with Communion, 11a Fellowship 
    ​ ​ ​        

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office hours are 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9a - 12p. If you’d like to set up a time to visit  
Pastor Lauren, please reach out to the Office. 

Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                           Email: office@willowcreekpc.org 
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                            Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                      Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle 
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