
    Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
May 3rd, 2026 Ɨ  5th Sunday of Easter Ɨ 10:00a.m.  

 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate 
in liturgy.  

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude​                                             Put Your Hand In The Hand                                       Christopher Norton, Richard Lacy 

                                                                          Tom Andrew, Piano                                                                                                  
​                         
Welcome and Sharing                                       ​                                       Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel​            
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 31​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Shannon Reagan 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge. Do not let me ever be put to shame. 
In your righteousness deliver me. Incline your ear to me and rescue me quickly. 
Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
For your name’s sake lead me and guide me; 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
You have redeemed me, O Lord!  
Our God is faithful! Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #150​                                    As With Gladness Men of Old                          Willaim Chatterton Dix, 1858 



 
 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, we confess that we have lost our way. We long to love others as you have loved us, 
but we find impatience and frustration and judgment instead. We confess that other paths 
tempt us - the paths of selfishness and solitude. But you have called us into generosity and 
vulnerability. Will you help us to find the path of your footsteps once again?  
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon - from 1 Peter 2 
You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the excellence of the One who called you out of darkness into marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people. 
Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!​  
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
        is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; 
           And also with you. 
 
INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Gospel Reading​                             Matthew 2:1 - 12                              ​          Pages 1497 - 1498  
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
                               
Special Music                  There Will Be Peace In The Valley For Me              Thomas A. Dorsey, arr. Jason Coleman                         

                                                           
Children’s Moment                                                                                                         
 
Second Gospel Reading                             John 14:1 - 6                                                   Ed Rottman             
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.                                                        Page 1675  
 
Sermon​ ​                                                                            “Trouble” 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 
Ɨ Hymn #310 SJ*​ ​              I Know Whom I Have Believed                                      Daniel W. Whittle 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        
 
 
 
 



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - an Excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ,​fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts,forgiving sinners, 

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory                                        Oh Lord, You're Beautiful                                                                                             Keith Green  
 
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
        Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer​ ​                   Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli  
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,       
        on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we   
        forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the    
        kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. ​ 
 
Ɨ Hymn #343                         Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                     Frank Mason North, 1903 

 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
   
Postlude​ ​                                      It Is No Secret                                                                                                                    Stuart Hamblen 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today! Greeter: Ron Muzzarelli 
  Liturgist: Shannon Reagan | Ushers: John Reid and Ed Rottman 

 
Cover Art by Olivia Landi 

 
*When the hymn number is followed by “SJ”, it’s in the blue “Sing Joyfully” hymnal.  

All other hymns can be found in the purple “Glory to God” hymnal. 
 



 

In Scripture, hymns and liturgy, "Israel" can mean the collective name of the twelve tribes descended 
from Jacob, the nation of Israel as a whole, or during the period of the divided Monarchy, the name of the 
Northern Kingdom. When we use “Israel” in worship, we are not referring to the modern political state. 

As we seek to be faithful interpreters of Scripture, we pray for the day of peace and justice for all.  
 

Every Sunday, we join our voices together to affirm what we believe using our denomination’s Book of 
Confessions or words from Scripture. History Professor Jaroslav Pelikan once said this: “My faith life, like 

that of everyone else, fluctuates. There are ups and downs and hot spots and cold spots and boredom and 
ennui and all the rest…And so I’m not asked on a Sunday morning: ‘What do you believe?’  

I’m not asked to sit down with a three-by-five index and write down what I happen to believe today. 
Instead, with a common confession, we answer the question “What do you believe”  

as a member of a community which now for a millennium and a half has said: We believe in One God.”  
 

This sentiment is part of why we use the Book of Confessions. Today’s confession is from  
A Brief Statement of Faith, which was written when the two largest Presbyterian churches  

in the United States reunited in 1983 after splitting over the practice of slavery prior to the Civil War.  
This expressly Trinitarian confession calls the church’s attention to God’s sovereignty in the past, present 

and future, and reminds us that the church is not only for us - not only a refuge from the world -  
but the church is also always being reformed into the body of Christ in order to  

bless all of creation and all of God’s children. 
 
Dianne’s Hymn of the Month: “I Know Whom I Have Believed!” This month I chose an old gospel 
hymn that I have enjoyed since I was a girl: number 310 in Sing Joyfully. I Know Whom I Have Believed was 
written by Daniel W. Whittle. Living 1840-1901, his commitment to Christ happened during the end of his 
time in the Union Army during the Civil War. While he had attended church and Sunday school as a child, 

he didn’t give his life to Christ until he was trying to help another dying soldier who asked that Daniel 
pray for him.  It was then that it became clear that the spirit was moving him. He realized what a mystery 
faith is and many of his hymns reflect that. Though born in Massachusetts, he moved to Chicago where 

he became an evangelist, and developed a close relationship with Dwight L. Moody.  
As we move through the last weeks of Eastertide and on to Pentecost, it’s a good time to wonder and 

contemplate the mystery of faith and the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Rise Against Hunger Thank you so much for your hard work last Sunday!  
We packed 10,584 meals in record time! It’s not too late to donate: each meal costs about 40¢.  

A donation of $10 covers the cost of twenty-five meals for folks in need.  
 

Vacation Bible School June 22nd - 25th God’s love is Out of this World!  
Registration forms are available on the credenza in the Fellowship Hall and on the Church Office door. 

 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 3rd​ ​ 10a ​ Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11:15a F/P/E Meeting 
Tuesday 5th​ ​ 6p​ Pipe Band, 6p Session 
Wednesday 6th​ 8a​ Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant​ ​  
Thursday 7th​ ​ 6p​ Bell Rehearsal​​ ​ ​  
Sunday 10th​ ​ ​ Mother’s Day ​ ​  
                                     10a ​ Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship 
 

                           “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
                                                  Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 

   For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am - 1pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren,  

please reach out to the Church Office. 
Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                              Email: office@willowcreekpc.org        
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                               Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                          Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle     

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

