
 

 
 
        Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 

April 19th, 2026 Ɨ  3rd Sunday of Easter Ɨ 10:00a.m.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All 
are invited to sing, pray and participate in liturgy.  

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude​                     All Things Bright and Beautiful     cecil Frances Alexander, 1848         
                               Natalie Wooden, Vocalist and Tom Andrew, Piano 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Welcome and Sharing                                          Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel​              
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 100​ ​ ​ ​   Ron Muzzarelli 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness. 
Come before God with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. 
It is God who made us, and we belong to God. 
We are God’s people, the sheep of the Lord’s pasture. 
Enter the gates with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
Give thanks to the Lord and praise God’s holy name. 
For the Lord is good! God’s love endures forever! 
God’s faithfulness continues through all generations.  
Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #187​​   Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us    William Batchelder Bradbury, 1859   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Good and Gracious Shepherd, we confess that we are distracted from your voice. 
Instead of hearing you, we follow after fleeting things that make us feel whole, 
accepted and loved. We seek accolades and assurances. We try to be right instead 
of accepting your gift of righteousness. We strive in so many ways to feel like we 
are good enough, and all of our trying drowns our your assurances that you 
already love and accept us. Help us once again to hear your voice and believe in 
your grace and mercy. 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon - from 1 Peter 2 
Jesus bore our sins on the cross,  
so that, having died to sin, we might live for righteousness.  
By Christ’s wounds we have been healed.  
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!​  
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; 
           And also with you. 
 
INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Reading               Ezekiel 34:1 - 16                               Page 1341   
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
                               
Special Music        The Lord’s My shepherd, I’ll Not Want         Scottish Psalter, 1650                                                                   

                                                           
Children’s Moment                                                                                 
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Gospel Reading                       John 10:1 & 8 - 11                                     Page 1666 ​                         
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.                      
 
Sermon​                                                                     “Scattered, Gathered & Fed” 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 
Ɨ Psalm 23 KJV 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever.  
 
Ɨ Hymn #275 SJ*                          Because He Lives​                      William J. and Gloria Gaither 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory                 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                                  Isaac Watts, 1719​   
 
Ɨ Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. ​  
 
Ɨ Hymn #301                            Let Us Build a House                            Marty Haugen, 1994 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude​                               Lead Me, Guide Me                                                                 Doris Akers 

                                                                Tom Andrew, Piano 
Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 

Thank you to those who served today! Greeter: Mary Beth Gratz 
                Liturgist: Ron Muzzarelli​  

Ushers: Curt Greenlee, Don Greenlee, Jack Greenlee and Jaxon Greenlee  
 

*Hymn numbers followed by “SJ” can be found in the blue “Sing Joyfully” hymnal. All 
other hymns can be found in the purple “Glory to God” hymnal. 

 

In Scripture, hymns and liturgy, "Israel" can mean the collective name of the twelve tribes 
descended from Jacob, the nation of Israel as a whole, or during the period of the divided 

Monarchy, the name of the Northern Kingdom. When we use “Israel” in worship, we are not 
referring to the modern political state. As we seek to be faithful interpreters of Scripture, 

we pray for the day of peace and justice for all.  
 

New to Willow Creek? Join us TODAY 11:30am - 1:30pm to learn more about our 
wonderful church! Childcare and lunch are provided.  

 

Rise Against Hunger Next Sunday April 26th 10am Brief Communion service in the 
Sanctuary followed by a meal packing service project in the Fellowship Hall. Join us as we 
pack over 10,000 meals in just a couple of hours! There are jobs for all ages and abilities, 
and childcare is available - all are welcome! We need a lot of good snacks to fuel our work! 

Please sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall! 
 

Vacation Bible School June 22nd - 25th This year’s theme is outer space! 
 

Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 19th​       10a     Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship 
Tuesday 21st          8a​      Buildings & Grounds Meeting,  
                                          5:30p Worship & Music Meeting, 6p Pipe Band  
Thursday 23rd​            6p​      Bell Rehearsal 
Sunday 26th​           10a      Communion Service followed by Rise Against Hunger 
 

      “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
                                Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 

   For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.  
The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am - 1pm. If you’d like to 

set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren, please reach out to the Church Office. 
Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                             Email: office@willowcreekpc.org        
7300 Belvidere Road                                                              Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                        Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle      
 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

