
  Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
               March 15, 2026 Ɨ Fourth sunday of Lent Ɨ 10:00am 

 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us!  
All are invited to sing and pray and participate in 
liturgy. 

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude          
 
Welcome​                             Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel 
 
Ɨ Call to Worship                                  
For forty days and nights the rains fell, and the waters 
covered the face of the earth.  
For forty years the people wandered, seeking the land 
of God’s promise.  
Moses spent forty days on the mountain, learning the 
commandments of God.  
Elijah traveled forty days in the wilderness to hear 
the voice of God in the silence.  
Jonah cried out to the people of Nineveh: Repent! Or in 
forty days you will perish.   
Jesus fasted and prayed for forty days and was tested 
by the devil.  
As we are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ, so 
give us the grace of repentance that we may pass 
through the grave with him and be born again to 
eternal life. For he is the One who lived, and was 
crucified, dead, and buried, and rose again for us, Jesus 
our Savior. Come, let us worship God! 

 
Ɨ Hymn #442​                          Just as I Am, without One Plea                              Charlotte Elliott, 1834;              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              William Batchelder Bradbury, 1849 

       
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy, holy, holy God, forgive us for our striving. We try so hard to earn your love and to hide 
our imperfections from others. We try so hard to make something of ourselves, forgetting you 
already delight in us as we are. We work hard - and we’re not even sure if that’s something to 
confess, but we do confess that we struggle to rest. We don’t always - or ever - take a Sabbath 
and simply rest in your love. Will you help us to find a right and holy relationship with the 
work you have given us to do? Will you help us to believe in grace? 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon from Isaiah 55 ​​ ​ ​                   
Are you thirsty for grace? Are you hungry for mercy? Listen, so that you may live: 
The steadfast love of the Lord never fails.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  
 

Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
    ​ and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
    ​ is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

Special Music           We're You There When They Crucified My Lord?              Arr. Douglas E. Wagner             
                                                                  Willow Creek Bell Choir 
 
INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  
 
Reflections on “Sloth & Fortitude”​​  

 
Genesis 2:4 - 5, 7 &, 15​ ​                                                                           Pages 3 - 4 
 
Luke 10:25 - 37                                                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Pages 1612 - 1613 
 
Micah 6:8                                                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                             Page 1447 
 
Psalm 46:10                                                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                  Page 885 
                       ​                                          
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 

 Ɨ Hymn #797                             We Cannot Measure How You Heal                 John L. Bell & Graham Maule, 1989  

                                                              
Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – the Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God,  
Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
Call to Offering​ ​ ​ ​                    
 
Offertory​                                                Beautiful Savior                                                        Stuart Townend            

                                                                                                          Tom Andrew, Piano                             ​                                                             
​                       
Ɨ Doxology 
         Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
        Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication​                                                                                                                              
​ ​ ​                        
Ɨ Hymn #70​                            What Does the Lord Require of You?                               Jim Strathdee, 1986 

What does the Lord require of you? What does the Lord require of you? 
Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God.  

To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your God.  
 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 

   Invitation to the Table  ​                                                                                                         
 
   Prayer of Great Thanksgiving​  
       The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise… 
 

       Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
       Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
       Hosanna in the highest… 
 

       Great is the mystery of faith. Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 
 
   Communion 
           You are invited to come forward down the center aisles.  
          You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten free      
          bread from the tray on the communion table.  
          You may dip your bread into the common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on     
          the communion table.​ If you need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.                       
 

    Prayer After Communion and the Lord’s Prayer​  ​        
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
  done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our    
  debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,    

             for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.          
 
 
 



 
Ɨ Hymn #837                           What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                         Elisha A. Hoffman, 1887;   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Anthony J. Showalter, 1887             
 
 

Ɨ Charge and Benediction   ​                      
 
Postlude​                                    And Can It Be That I Should Gain?                Charles Wesley; Thomas Campbell             

 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
 Thank you to those who served today!  Greeter: Rebekah  Landi 

Ushers: Steve & Dayle Paulson | Liturgists: Argyle Greenlee, Piper Greenlee, Olivia Landi,  
Will Monroe, Charlie Shipton, Molly Shipton & Benjamin Ralston 

 
Prelude I Surrender All Willow Creek Bell Choir Arr. Sandra Eithun 

 
There is no Children’s Sunday School today. Children of all ages are always welcome in our sanctuary, and 

the Nursery is an option as well. There will be Children’s Sunday School on March 22nd and March 29th. 
 

Lent: Virtues & Vices In medieval times, much was written for Christians to guide their daily lives with 
particular attention to avoiding vices and cultivating virtues. Throughout Lent, we will learn more about 
the classic virtues and vices. Lent - traditionally a season for fasting and restriction as the faithful have 
made space within their souls for the light of Christ - is the perfect time for this topic. In pursuit of a 

whole and holy life, what virtues might we choose to cultivate, and what vices might we try to uproot? 
Each Sunday the sermon will explore a different virtue and vice pair.  

Join us next Sunday for Wrath & Meekness. 
 

Lent Cover Image Eden by Edie Mae Herrel from Art in the Christian Tradition,  
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library 

 
Join us Wednesdays in March 5:30pm - 7pm for our Lenten Soup Study. We will share a simple meal and 
study our Lenten theme “Virtues & Vices”. If you would like to bring soup for the group, the sign up sheet 

is in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Snack Drive for Capron Elementary Thank you to the Youth Group for leading this Mission Drive, 
and thank you, congregation, for your wonderful generosity! The snacks will be delivered this week, and 

we’ll report back next Sunday with a final count of all that you gave.  
 

Hymn of the Month: We Cannot Measure How You Heal is a hymn written in 1989. Which, as far as 
hymnody goes, makes it quite new. The tune is familiar and the text is so very appropriate for the Lenten 
season when we are all trying to set things right in our lives. Maybe we’re trying to eat more healthy, or 

trying to repair some damage our words have caused, or trying to trust more in the Lord for strength, or 
planning to put more scripture study into our routines. Lent is a time when we realize how broken we are 
and how we can turn to the Lord to help us heal our bodies, minds, relationships and broken spirits. This 

hymn gives us hope that through Christ we can bring love into difficult situations, we can find ways to 
make amends for things we’ve said or done, and we can trust in the Lord to help us and forgive us when 

we fail. And the ways the Lord accomplishes these things may surprise us! - Dianne Londo 
 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 15th​ ​ 10a ​ Worship, 11a Fellowship Snacks Due for Snack Drive 
Tuesday 17th​ ​ 5:30p   Music & Worship Meeting, 6p Pipe Band Saint Patrick’s Day 🍀                                    
Wednesday 18th ​ 8a​  Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant, 5:30p Lenten Soup Study  
Thursday 19th​            6p​  Bell Choir Rehearsal                                                      
Sunday 22nd​                    10a ​  Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship 
 

                                          “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 

For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30am - 1pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya,  

please reach out to the Church Office. 
Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                                             Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                                              Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                                        Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle  

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

