
 
                    Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
                  February 15th, 2026 Ɨ Transfiguration of the lord Ɨ 10:00am 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and `​
participate in liturgy. 
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing. 
 
Prelude​                                 Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory                           Troeger, 1985; Day, 1940​

​                                                                 Tom Andrew, Organ 
 
Welcome and Sharing​​                                                                   Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel 
 
Ɨ Call to Worship: Litany for Transfiguration of the Lord                  Brianne Ambrose 
Blessed is the Lord our God, who revealed the law to Moses. The Lord our God is holy!  
Blessed is the Lord our God, who has spoken through the prophets.  
The Lord our God is holy!  
Blessed is the Lord our God, who came to us in Jesus Christ. The Lord our God is holy!  
The one who spoke and called light out of darkness now shines in our hearts.  
The Lord our God is holy!  
The one who comes and does not keep silence now speaks in our midst. The Lord our God is holy!  
Now we have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The Lord our God is holy!  
 
a brief silence  
 
Great God of dazzling beauty and overshadowing majesty, in Jesus Christ, your beloved,  
we glimpse the image of your glory. Come, let us worship God!  
 
Ɨ Hymn #475​                    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                       Robert Robinson, 1758 

 
 



 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we turn away, distracted by 
our own plans. We confess that we speak when we should listen, and act when we should wait. 
Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to follow in the way of 
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from 2 Corinthians 4:6 
​ The one who calls light out of darkness now shines in our hearts  
​ to reveal the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
​ In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
​ and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
​ is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  
 
Gospel Reading​                                        Matthew 17:1 - 9                                                 Pages 1524 - 1525  
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Special Music ​ We Cannot Measure How You Heal      ​  

​ Monroe Family Singers 
Children’s Moment 
​ At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.  
 
Epistle Reading​                                           2 Peter 1:16 - 21                                                       Ed Rottman 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. ​                                                                          Page 1894 
 
Sermon ​ ​                                                                      “Optimal” 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection​       
 
Ɨ Hymn #450​                                                Be Thou My Vision                                   Mary E. Byrne, 1905; Eleanor Hull, 1912 

 
Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – the Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God,  
Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  



through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory                                                     Abide with Me                                                                                                      Dinah Reindorf, 1987 

 
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
         Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer​ ​                         Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli  
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,       
        on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we   
        forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the    
        kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. ​ 
 
Ɨ Hymn #462​                                          I Love to Tell the Story                    Katherine Hankey, 1866; William G. Fischer, 1869 

 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Ɨ Benediction Response  

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you. I want to see you. 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you. I want to see you;  

to see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory.  
Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 

Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 
​ ​  
Ɨ Postlude​                                     O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair                                  John Mason Neale, 1851   
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Thank you to those who served today! Greeter: Ed Rottman 

                      Liturgist: Brianne Ambrose | Ushers: Ron Muzzarelli and John Reid​  
 
 



             Cover Art: Latimore, K. (2014) . Transfiguration of Jesus Light [Iconography] . Ohio, United States:          
            Vanderbilt University https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57114  

 
From the PCUSA’s Book of Common Worship: “Transfiguration” refers to 00a change in form or appearance. At the 

Transfiguration of the Lord, we celebrate the revelation of divine glory in the human life of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 
radiant appearance on the mountaintop evokes the consuming fire of the glory of the Lord at Mount Sinai. Standing 
with Moses and Elijah, Jesus represents the fulfillment of the law and the prophets. The transfiguration looks back to 

Jesus’ incarnation and baptism, as God again claims him as a beloved child. This event also looks forward to this 
death and resurrection, as the one who is lifted up on the cross will reveal the glorious victory of God. Because of the 

tradition that this took place forty days before his crucifixion,  
Transfiguration Sunday is observed the Sunday before Lent begins.   

 

Every Sunday we join our voices together to affirm what we believe using our denomination’s Book of 
Confessions or words from Scripture. The Nicene Creed is our most ecumenical creed - more Christians 

throughout time and around the world have confessed their faith using these words than any other confession 
or creed. St. Irenaeus once wrote: “In His unbounded love, God became what we are that He might make us what 
he is.” Particularly on this Transfiguration Sunday, through the Nicene Creed, we consider and confess that Jesus 

is fully human and fully divine.  
How does Christ’s holiness move us to awe? How does Christ’s humanity humble us? 

 
The Session of Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle calls the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to 

follow worship today for the purpose of receiving the 2025 Annual Report and the 2026 budget. 
 

Brownie Bake-Off is today! Enjoy the delicious brownies after the Annual Meeting, and vote for your favorites 
with spare change - whichever brownies earn the most money, wins!  

Proceeds go to the Family in Need Fund.  
 

Ash Wednesday February 18th Drive Thru Ashes 9am - 9:30am and 5pm - 5:30pm 
Worship with the Imposition of Ashes at 6pm in the Sanctuary.  

There will not be a nursery attendant for this service.  
Children of all ages are always welcome to be in the sanctuary for worship.  

 

Next Sunday February 22nd we begin our Lenten theme of “Virtues & Vices”. 
 

This theme will be further explored at our Lenten Soup Study.  
This year we will meet on Wednesdays in March from 5:30pm - 7pm.  

If you’d like to choose a Wednesday to bring soup for everyone, the sign up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 15th​ ​ 10a ​ Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Annual Meeting, Fellowship   
                                                  & Brownie Bake-Off, 11:30a Youth Group  
Monday 16th​ ​ ​ No Argyle Preschool - Presidents’ Day  
Tuesday 17th​ ​ 8a​ Buildings & Grounds, 5:30p Music & Worship, 6p Pipe Band 
Wednesday 18th ​ 8a​ Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant, 9am & 5pm Drive Thru Ashes,  
                                                  6p Ash Wednesday Worship 
Thursday 19th​            6p​ Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Friday 20th​ ​ ​ March Streamer Articles Due! 🍀                                                       
Sunday 22nd​                    10a ​ Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship​  
 

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

 Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.  

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am - 3pm.  
If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office. 

 
Phone: (815) 885-3455​ Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
7300 Belvidere Road​ Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011​ Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle 

 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

