
  Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
    February 1th, 2026 Ɨ Fourth Sunday After Epiphany Ɨ 10:00am  

  
 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate in liturgy. 
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing. 
 
Prelude                                                            Blest Are They                                                            David Haas             
​                             Tom Andrew, Organ 
 
Welcome and Sharing​                                                                              Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel 
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 15                                                                                  Rebekah Landi 
O Lord, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy mountain? 
Those who walk blamelessly. 
Those who do what is right and speak the truth from their heart. 
Those who do no evil to their friends and do not heap shame upon their neighbors. 
Those who fear the Lord; who stand by their oath even to their hurt. 
Those who do these things shall never be moved. Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #370                                          This is My Father’s World                  Babcock, 1901; Sheppard, 1915; Barnes, 1926        
 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy and merciful God, we confess that we feel rather comfortable in our goodness - we 
generally treat others well and we usually don’t lose our patience. We make mistakes from 
time to time, but surely not such big mistakes that you need to be concerned. Will you free us 
from pretending to not need your grace? This pretense only creates distance between our 
heart and yours. Will you close the distance once again, and show us the dark places within, 
along with your grace? 
 



A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from 1 Corinthians 1 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord! We proclaim Christ crucified!  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
    ​ is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  
 
Old Testament Reading            ​            Micah 6:1 - 8                                                              Page 1447 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.​                            
 
Special Music ​                                           Healing Rain                                                Smith, Smith, and Bronleewe              
​             ​                               
Children’s Moment                                                                                                         
​                                                
Gospel Reading​                                   Matthew 4:23 - 5:12                                           Stephen Clark 
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.                                                           Page 1501  
 
Sermon​                                                                                                                                    “what is good”             
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection                                                                           
 
Ɨ Hymn #727                            Will You Let Me Be Your Servant            Richard Gillard, 1977; arr. Betty Pulkingham 

​              The Servant Song 
 
Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God,  
Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
 
 



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
Call to offering 
 
Offertory​                                                     Redemption                                                                                                                 Jason Sytsma                     
​           ​                   ​             
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;  
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication​                                                                                                                              
  
Ɨ Hymn #70​ ​               What Does the Lord Require of You?                               Jim Strathdee, 1986 

What does the Lord require of you? What does the Lord require of you? 
Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God.  

To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your God.  
 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 
   Invitation to the Table 
 
   Prayer of Great Thanksgiving                                                           Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli 
     The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us  
     give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
   Communion 
      We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united body.  
      We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals and loves us   
      just as we are. 
 
Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer                      
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be               
      done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
      as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is   
      the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Hymn #23                              God, You Spin the Whirling Planets     Jane Parker Huber. 1978; Richard Proulx, 1986             
 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction 
 
 



 
                

Postlude                                                 Blessed Assurance                             Fanny Jane Crosby, Phoebe Palmer Knapp              
 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today! Greeter: Shannon Reagan 

Liturgist: Rebekah Landi | Ushers: John Reid and Ed Rottman 
Acolytes: Kailey Berg and Emma Landi 

 
Cover Image Olrik, Henrik, 1830-1890. Sermon on the Mount, detail,  

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55347 [retrieved January 30, 2026]. Original source: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sankt_Matthaeus_Kirke_Copenhagen_altarpiece_detail3.jpg#. 

 

A Note on the Cover Image from Pastor Lauren: The Sermon on the Mount, which begins with today’s 
Matthew 5 scripture lesson, the Beatitudes, has inspired artists throughout time and around the world. 

Many works on this topic show Jesus surrounded by people who appear  
peaceful, clean, and even wealthy. Scripture tells a different story.  

The audience for this first sermon from Jesus in Matthew are those who are suffering from all kinds of 
illnesses, injuries and isolating conditions. In this detail from his “Sermon on the Mount”,  

Orlik captures the reality of the people on the mountain with Jesus.   
 

Souper Bowl Sundae February 8th Please bring one (or more) cans of soup for the Food Pantry and 
enjoy ice cream sundaes for Fellowship! Wear your favorite football team’s jersey or colors to celebrate! 

 
The Session of Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle calls  

the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to follow worship on Sunday 2/15/26 for the purpose of  
receiving the 2026 Annual Report and the 2026 budget. 

 
Brownie Bake-Off On February 15th bring your best brownies for Coffee Fellowship!  

And bring your change! We'll vote for our favorites with our coins -  
whichever brownies earns the most money, wins! Proceeds go to the Family in Need Fund.  

 
Weekly Church Calendar 

Sunday 1st                10a                 Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11:15a F/P/E, 11:30 Youth Group,  
                                                         11:30a Deacon’s Meeting 
Tuesday 3rd​ ​ 6p                  Pipe Band, 6:30p Session​ ​ ​ ​  
Wednesday 4th​ 8a ​ ​ Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant 
Thursday 5th​​ 6p​ ​ Bell Choir Rehearsal​  
Sunday 8th​ ​ 10a ​ ​ Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School,  
                                                         11a Fellowship - Super Bowl Sundae 
 

                         “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.  

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:30a - 1p.  
If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren, please reach out to the Church Office. 

Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                        Email: office@willowcreekpc.org 
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                         Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                   Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle  
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