
 Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
  April 17th, 2025 Ɨ Maundy Thursday Ɨ 6:oopm 

    
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and 
pray and participate in liturgy. 
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing.  
 
Prelude 
 
Ɨ Call to Worship 
Jesus said: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as Christ has loved us, let us love one another.  
 
Ɨ Hymn ​                      What Wondrous Love is This                                       American Folk Hymn  
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this,  
O my soul! What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful 
curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking 
down, when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown 
for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 
 
3 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing: to 
God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing,  
I will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, and through eternity, I’ll 
sing on, I’ll sing on; and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession     
Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we confess that we fail to fulfill 
your will. We do not love you fully or love one another as you command. In your mercy, 
forgive and cleanse us. Lead us once again to your table and unite us to Christ, who is the 
bread of life.  
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
 
Scripture Reading                                                    ​​                                  Luke 22:7 - 21 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
Homily​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                   Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel 
 
The Sacrament of Communion​ ​                    
 
Invitation to the Table​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
 
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving​​ ​ ​ ​  
Why do we give thanks and praise before this table? 
We give thanks for God’s work of creation and salvation. 
It is our greatest joy, Creator God, to give you thanks in every time and place.  
You made the heavens and the earth and all that is in them - sun, moon, and stars, 
mountains, rivers, and trees, animals and people. You even made us in your own image to 
love and serve you, and you show us your mercy every day. Therefore with all people and 
all creation, we shout your praise. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in your name. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
All glory and blessing are yours, Saving God, for in your mercy you gave your only Son, 
Jesus Christ. Born a child like us, he grew up to be your servant. Jesus taught your truth. He 
welcomed, healed, forgave, and loved people. In the end, he suffered and died to save us 
from our sin. And God raised him up, to give us a new life. We praise you that before he 
died, our Savior gave us this holy meal to eat together until he comes again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why do we eat bread at this table? 
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread. After giving thanks, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.   
Why do we drink from the cup at this table? 
The same night, Jesus took the cup, saying: this cup is the new covenant sealed in my 
blood, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.  
What do we remember at this table? 
We remember God’s gracious love for us, Christ’s death and resurrection for us, and the 
Spirit’s tender care for us. And remembering, we offer ourselves and our gifts for the world. 
According to our Lord’s commandment: 
We remember Christ’s life and death, we proclaim Christ’s resurrection, we await 
Christ’s coming in glory. 
What do we ask at this table? 
Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine, that in 
eating and drinking together we may be made one with Christ and with one another. At this 
table we ask for unity in Christ our Lord, and we ask for strength to serve the world in your 
name until the day you make all things new. Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion 

You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten 
free bread from the tray on the communion table. You may dip your bread into the 
common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on the communion table. If you 
need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.           

 
Ɨ Hymn ​ ​     Let Us Break Bread Together                       African American Spiritual 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees)  
Let us break bread together on our knees. (on our knees)  
Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,  
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me)  
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; (on our knees) 
Let us drink wine together on our knees. (on our knees) 
Refrain  
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees)  
Let us praise God together on our knees. (on our knees) 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer after Communion & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Stripping of the Church & a Reading of Psalm 22 

After celebrating Communion on Maundy Thursday, we “strip the paraments,”  
to symbolize the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the 

soldiers before his crucifixion. Removing the paraments and any other items on the 
Communion table represents the humiliation of Jesus and the consequences of sin as a 

preparation for the celebration of new life. On Good Friday and Holy Saturday, the church 
remains stripped and empty as we remember Christ died and was laid in the tomb. On Easter 

Sunday, the return of white paraments represent the alleluia of resurrection.  
  It is traditional to leave in silence after the stripping of the church. Our congregation is 
notoriously not good at that, and silence would make cleaning up after the potluck quite 

difficult. We’ll hold silence as the paraments are removed, and a chime will indicate the close 
of worship.  

 

Silence 
 

Closing Chime 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today!  Worship Leaders: Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel, 

Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli, Emma Landi, Olivia Landi and Rebekah Landi  
Pianist: Elizabeth O'Leary  

   Baskets are available at the exits if you would like to give an offering. 
 

Holy Week  
Good Friday April 18th  Holy Saturday April 19th Chapel Open at Scottish Argyle Cemetery 

Easter Sunday April 20th 8am Sunrise Service at the Chapel at Scottish Argyle Cemetery  
​  9am Pancake Breakfast* 9:15am Egg Hunt at WCPC 

 10am Worship in the Sanctuary with Handbell Choir & Communion 
*Breakfast is at Willow Creek in the Fellowship Hall and provided by the Session. All are welcome!      

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren 
or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the church office.  

Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                           Email: office@willowcreekpc.org 
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                            Website: www.willowcreekpc.org  

http://www.willowcreekpc.org

