
willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
 April 20th, 2025 Ɨ Easter Sunday Ɨ 10:00am 

 
OUR APPROACH TO GOD  

Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and 
participate in liturgy. 

 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude                         Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                                                     
                               The Bell Choir                                           
 
Welcome and Sharing                                                  Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel     
 
Ɨ Call to Worship                                   Ron Muzzarelli 
I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  
The stone has been rolled away. Christ is not in the tomb.  
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!  
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!  
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us worship God! 

 

Ɨ Hymn #223      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross       Watts, 1707 & Mason, 1824 

 
 



Thanksgiving for Baptism              Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the new life you raise up in us through the mystery 
of our baptism - the sorrow of the heavy cross, the surprise of the empty tomb, the love 
that death could not destroy.  
By the power of your Holy Spirit, poured out upon us in baptism, fill us with the joy of  
resurrection, so that we may be a living sign of your new heaven and new earth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
     and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
     is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
  

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                  
 
Epistle Reading                  1 Corinthians 15:19 - 26                                             page 1790             
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
                                                                                                 
Special Music                          That Easter Day with Joy was Bright                                                             
        
Children’s Moment                                      
 
Gospel Reading                                           Luke 24:1 - 12                                               Lucas Greenlee 
We are witnesses to these things: the Messiah is risen from the dead. Alleluia! Amen!   Page 1642             
                                                                    
Sermon                                                                         “Remembering the Dawn in Every Darkness”             
                                                                                                    
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
 Ɨ Hymn #250                        In the Bulb There Is a Flower                                   Natalie Sleeth, 1986              
 
Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Call to offering 



Offertory                         The Angelus                                                 
                                    
Ɨ Doxology 
          Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
         Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
         Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                                              

                          
Ɨ Hymn #215                                       What Wondrous Love is This                               American Folk Hymn 

                              1st Verse 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 

  Invitation to the Table                                                                               
 
  Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
      The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
  Communion 

We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united 
body. We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals and 
loves us just as we are. 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

  Prayer After Communion And the Lord’s Prayer          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 

 
Ɨ Hymn #232        Jesus Christ is Risen Today                          Davidica, 1708; Wesley, 1740 

                        
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude                Amazing Grace    
                              Mandy Nelson, Flute & Tom Andrew, Piano                                                

 
Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 

  Thank you to those who served today!  Liturgist: Ron Muzzarelli  
Ushers: Curt Greenlee, Don Greenlee, Jack Greenlee & Jaxon Greenlee 

Acolytes: Emma Landi and Olivia Landi 
 

     The acolytes light the candles at the beginning of the service, representing the light of Christ coming in.  
                Then, they carry the light out of the sanctuary with the final hymn, encouraging us to follow  
                                                                       Christ’s light out into the world. 
 
 



Notes on today’s worship service:  
Throughout Lent, we practice the ancient tradition of “burying the alleluia” as we contemplate mortality 

and approach the cross. But today, we shout with joy that Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  
Typically, our worship service includes a prayer of confession, but today instead we pray together a 

Thanksgiving for Baptism - not because we think we are no longer sinful, but because on this day of 
resurrection, we confess our freedom from sin by giving thanks for the gift of Baptism.  

All can give thanks for this gift - whether you’ve been baptized or not, the hope of new life persists for all.  
The beginnings of the Thanksgiving for Baptism and the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving are similar, 

reminding us of the connection between the sacraments of Baptism and Communion.  
It is indeed right to give our thanks and praise!  

 
Easter Flowers 

Jack & Jean Greenlee In Loving Memory of Todd Greenlee & All of Our Lost Loved Ones 
Kathy Meyer & Family In Loving Memory of Roger L. Meyer, Tim & Doris Pacek                                      

The Nelson Family In Loving Memory of Roger & Betty Greenlee; Wayne & Vivian Greenlee;  
  Gerald, Andy & Rita Carter; Don Rogers; Frank Lyford 

Renee O’Dell In Loving Memory of Michele O’Dell Boeke and Benjamin Robert O’Dell 
The Jim Ralston Family In Loving Memory of Jim Ralston 

Ed & April Rottman In Loving Memory of Bill & Freeda McGaughy and Ken & Laurita Rottman 
 

Mission Drive: Help celebrate Capron Elementary’s Faculty and Staff for Teacher Appreciation Week! 
We are collecting small bags of chips, crackers, cookies, snack cakes, bottled water, flavored water, juice, 

soda, post-it notes, fun pens, colored paper clips, binder clips, and fun office supplies.  
You are also welcome to bake homemade treats and drop them off May 4th, 5th or 6th.  

All donations will be delivered on Tuesday, May 6th.  
 

New to Willow Creek?  
Join us on Sunday, May 4th at 11:30am to learn all about our wonderful church  

and how to get involved. We will discuss how to become a member,  
but this class is for anyone who simply wants to learn more about our church. We will be done by 1:30pm.  

Childcare and lunch are provided. Please RSVP to Office@WillowCreekPC.org.  
 

Save the Date!  
Vacation Bible School June 23rd - 26th This year we’re asking the question: Is God a Farmer?  

Ag Day in Argyle Friday June 27th 5pm - 7pm Join us for fun with animals, farm equipment, and more! 
 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 20th       8a           Easter Sunrise Service at the Chapel at Scottish Argyle Cemetery  
                                               9a           Pancake Breakfast &  9:15a Easter Egg Hunt 
     10a              Worship - Communion & Handbell Choir 
Monday 21st                     Easter Monday - Welcome back Argyle Preschool!              

Tuesday 22nd      5:30p         Worship and Music Meeting, 6p Pipe Band & Drums: Lessons & Rehearsals            
Thursday 24th  6p           Bell Choir Rehearsal                              
Saturday 26th     8a              Farm Bureau Paint Party 
Sunday 27th       10a              Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship, 11:15a F/P/E,  

          11:30a Youth Group 
  “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”  

 

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is 

open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit 
Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the office.  

    Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                       Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
    7300 Belvidere Road                                                                        Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
    Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                  Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

