
 
 
Prayer After Communion and the Lord’s Prayer​  ​        

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
  done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our    
  debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,    

 ​   for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Hymn #440                       ​            Jesus, Lover of My Soul​ ​ Charles wesley, 1740; Joseph parry, 1876 
                                                             
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude​             The Ninety And Nine​                                               ClephaneIra, Sankey             
                         ​                        

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
​                    Thank you to those who served today!   

               Liturgist: Lucas Greenlee​  
Ushers: Steve & Dayle Paulson, Carolyn J. Wheeler & carolyn L. wheeler 

 
Every Sunday, we join our voices together to affirm what we believe using our denomination’s Book of 
Confessions or words from Scripture. On Communion Sundays, we typically confess using the Nicene 

Creed. This is our most ecumenical creed - in other words, more Christians throughout time and around 
the world have confessed their faith using these words than any other confession or creed.  

 
Join us this Wednesday, March 19th 5:30pm - 7pm for our Lenten Soup Study.  

We will share a simple meal and discuss chapters 3 & 4 of Atul Gawande’s book Being Mortal.  
Reading is not required to attend - all are welcome! 

          
 
 

 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 16th            10a​ Worship - Communion, 10:30a Children's Sunday School, 11a Fellowship,                 

11:30a Youth Group​  
Monday 17th                             Saint Patrick’s Day🍀  
Tuesday 18th          6p​​ Worship & Music Meeting                                           
Wednesday 19th       8a​ ​ Men’s Coffee Boone County Family Restaurant, 5:30p Lenten Soup Study​  
Thursday 20th       6p​​ Bell Choir Rehearsal​                                  
Sunday 23rd​        10a​ Worship - Communion, 10:30a Children's Sunday School, 11a Fellowship,  

11:15a F/P/E Meeting               
 

   “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ” 
Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 

For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open Tuesday - 
Thursday from 10am - 2pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to 

the Church Office. 
Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                                             Email: office@willowcreekpc.org  
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                                              Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                                        Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle  
                         
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

​     Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
  March 16th, 2025 Ɨ Second sunday of Lent Ɨ 10:00am 

 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and 
participate in liturgy. 
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand. 
 
Prelude​ The Glory of These Forty Days​ ​           Gregory the Great, Bach, Bell​     
​ Tom Andrew, Organ                                             
 
Welcome and Sharing​                                            ​     Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel     
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 122​ ​ ​                                                    Lucas Greenlee 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let’s go to the house of the Lord!” 
Now our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem! 
Jerusalem is built like a city joined together in unity. 
That is where the people of God go up, to praise the Lord! It is the law to give thanks there to 
the Lord’s name, because the thrones of justice are there. 
Pray that Jerusalem has peace: “Let those who love you have rest. 
Let there be peace on your walls; let there be rest on your fortifications.” 
For the sake of my family and friends, I say, “Peace be with you, Jerusalem.” 
For the sake of the LORD our God’s house I will pray for your good. Come, let us worship God! 
 
Ɨ Hymn #1​       Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!​   Reginald Heber, 1827; John bacchus Dykes, 1861 
 
 
 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle


 
Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response to you. You set before 
us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to lesser things that cannot satisfy. You call us to 
attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge our own desires. Our ways are not your 
ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your thoughts. Forgive us when we fall short. Disturb our 
complacency and quicken our desire for a more fruitful life. Be patient with us as we amend 
who we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be. 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from Isaiah 55:3 

Listen so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  

 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
    ​ and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
    ​ is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  
 
Epistle Reading​  Philippians 3:17 - 4:1​ ​                 ​ ​      page 1829 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                           ​                                  
​                                           
Special Music​    Amazing Grace​                                      John newton, 1772; edwin O. excell, 1910 
                                                           Piper Greenlee, Flute​                                     
 
Children’s Moment 
​   At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School. 
 
Gospel Reading​                    Luke 13:31 - 35​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​       page 1621 
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ! 
        ​                 ​                                     
Sermon​                                                                                                                           “On the Third Day” 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

 Ɨ Hymn #800​ Sometimes a Light Surprises​                    William Cowper, 1779; Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 
 

Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
                              
Call to Offering 

 
Offertory​ Lamb of Glory​                                       Nelson, McHugh​            
​                       
Ɨ Doxology 
         Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
        Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
        Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication​                                                                                                                              
​ ​ ​                        
Ɨ Hymn #215​                                        What Wondrous Love Is This                                    Carlton R. Young, 1965       
​ second verse  
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down; when I was sinking down, sinking down; 

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul; Christ laid aside His crown for my soul! 

 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 

  Invitation to the Table  ​                                                                           
 
  Prayer of Great Thanksgiving​  
         The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.​  
 
  Communion 
           You are invited to come forward down the center aisles.  
          You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten free      
          bread from the tray on the communion table.  
          You may dip your bread into the common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on     
          the communion table.​ If you need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.       
 


