
 Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
   February 2nd, 2025 Ɨ Fourth Sunday After Epiphany Ɨ 10:00am 

   

OUR APPROACH TO GOD  

Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and 
participate in liturgy. 
 
Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing. 
 
Prelude                                                          Cares Chorus                                                         Kelly Willard​    
                                                                                     Tom Andrew, Organ 
 
Welcome and Sharing​                                                                              Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli 
 
Ɨ Call to Worship from Zephaniah 3​ ​ ​                                   MARY BETH GRATZ 
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
The Creator of the heavens and the earth is in your midst; you shall fear no more. 
The Ageless One is a warrior  
who gives victory; 
who will rejoice over you with gladness; 
who will renew you in divine love; 
God will exult over you with loud singing. 
God sings over us and we sing to God. 
Come, let us worship God! 
 



Ɨ Hymn #12                               Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                      Smith, 1867 & Cyssegr, 1839  
 
Prayer of Confession 
Patient Lord, we know that you call us to service, but we often feel inadequate. We love to 
make excuses for not doing something or for doing something only half-heartedly. Remind us 
again of your loving and guiding presence. Forgive us when we stumble and falter. Turn us 
again to you, serving joyfully and confidently. 
 
A Period of Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon from Zephaniah 3 

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you; 
the Lord has changed our shame into praise. 
The Lord brings us home and gathers us in.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 
Ɨ Gloria Patri 
    ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
    ​ and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
           is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ  

May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination​  
 
First Old Testament Reading                         Esther 1:1 - 16​                                         Page 775 - 776 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
Special Music                                                              I Am Free                                                          Joe Eagan​ 

​                                             Ron Muzzarelli, Baritone; Monroe Family & Tom Andrew, Piano 
 
Children’s Moment​ ​                                                                      Ron Muzzrelli 

                  At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School. 
 
Second Old Testament Reading ​                Esther 1:17 - 2:4                                       Kathy Clark 
Holy wisdom, holy word.​ ​                                                                      Pages 776 - 777             
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE 
 
Sermon                                                                                                                              “Song of Dignity”             
​        ​                                     
Moment of Silent Reflection​       
 
Ɨ Hymn #837                        Leaning on the Everlasting Arms                    Hoffman, 1887 & Showalter, 1887​  



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – the Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Call to offering 
 
Offertory                                                           Be Lifted Up                                                          Paul Oakley​            
​               
Ɨ Doxology 
           Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;  
          Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Ɨ Prayer of Dedication​                                                                                                                              
​ ​ ​ ​                                    
Ɨ Hymn #695                                           Change My Heart, O God                                   Eddie Espinosa, 1982 
 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 
  Invitation to the Table  ​                                                                             
 
  Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
             The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the  
            Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.​  
 
  Communion 

We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united 
body. We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals and 
loves us just as we are. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             



  Prayer After Communion And the Lord’s Prayer​  ​        
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen. 
 

Ɨ Hymn #634                                               O God Be the Glory                                         Crosby & Doane, 1875  
 
Blessing and Welcome 
 
Ɨ Charge and Benediction    
 
Postlude​                                     Nothing But the Blood of Jesus                                      Robert Lowry 
 

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962. 
Thank you to those who served today!  Liturgist: Mary Beth Gratz  

Ushers: Lon & Kathy Clark, John Reid and Ed Rottman 
 
The Session of Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle calls the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to 
follow worship on Sunday 2/9/25 for the purpose of receiving the 2024 Annual Report and the 2025 budget. 
 
Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary with their families. Our Nursery is also 

available for children of all ages and is staffed by at least two attendants at all times. Children ages 3 
through 5th grade are welcome to attend Sunday School following the Children’s Moment.  
Please let an Usher know if you have any questions about the Nursery or Sunday School  

 
Sermon Series: Do you remember how cool it felt to find out a friend’s favorite song was also on the 

B-side of a cassette tape? Or the thrill of finding a deep track that speaks to your soul? There’s nothing 
like discovering music that encapsulates everything you love about an artist, and everything you’re feeling 

in the moment. What if there were passages of Scripture like that? Join us in worship from January 26th - 
February 23rd as we explore some of the Bible’s Deep Cuts & B-Sides - the often overlooked stories and 

characters who resonate with us and teach us about God’s love. 
Next week Pastor Lauren will continue the series with the story of Zelophehad and his daughters. 

 
Pardon Our Dust A group of us have been cleaning out some of our church’s closets and corners over 
the last several months, including some of the built-in cabinets in the old Children’s Sunday School room 
off of the kitchen that were water damaged. Our wonderful Buildings & Grounds Committee removed the 
damaged built-ins the last week of January. The Session is still considering how to best update, improve 
and utilize that space. We appreciate your patience as things are a bit dusty at the moment! If you have 

any questions, please check in with Pastor Lauren or Clerk of Session Rebekah Landi.  
 

Mission Drive: From February 2nd - March 2nd, we will collect items for a local food pantry, based on 
their requested needs: February 2nd - Peanut Butter & Jelly | February 9th - SOUP for Super Bowl  

February 16th - Pasta & Sauce | February 23rd - Mac & Cheese  
March 2nd -  Canned Chicken, Tuna or Vegetables  

 
Weekly Church Calendar 
Sunday 2nd​           10a         Worship - Pastor Tanya Preaching, 11a Fellowship, 11:30a Diaconate          
Tuesday 4th​                 6:30p     Session 
Wednesday 5th         8a          Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant           
Thursday 6th            11:30a     Ladies Lunch at Sophia’s Restaurant, 6p Bell Choir Rehearsal​        
Sunday 9th​           10a         Worship - Pastor Lauren Preaching, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School,  
                                                  11a Fellowship, 11:30a Youth Group 

 
                           “A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”  



                                               Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ 
             For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open   

   Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or 
Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office. 

Phone: (815) 885-3455                                                                                                Email: office@willowcreekpc.org        
7300 Belvidere Road                                                                                                 Website: www.willowcreekpc.org 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011                                                                           Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle 

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

