
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
August 8th, 2024 Ɨ Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and
participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude One Bread, One Body John B. Foley

Tom Andrew, Organ

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 24 Argyle Greenlee
The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in the Lord’s holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts and do not lift up their souls to what is false.
Such is the company of those who seek God, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates! Be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in!
Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates! Be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in!
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts is the King of glory! Come, let us worship God!



Ɨ Hymn #93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Weissel, 1642 & Winkworth, 1855

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
Holy and Gracious Creator, we confess that we are too often willing to worship in your
sanctuary while neglecting those near and far who need your love. We sit in pews next to
loved ones who look at us suspiciously, wondering when your example of kindness and
graciousness will begin to sink in. We pray for folks suffering in far away places, hoping our
prayers are enough, hoping you wouldn’t really ask us to do something, especially something
unpopular, that might make the world a better place for the hungry, the tired, the homeless,
the oppressed. Forgive us for our duplicity. Forgive us for our unwillingness to admit our own
complexity - sometimes faithful, oftentimes not. Forgive us for not wanting to face our
failures because we fear they define us. Forgive us for trying to be good on our own, rather
than depending on your grace and trusting your acceptance.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from 1 Samuel 2
There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no Rock like our God.
My heart rejoices in you, O Lord; for I delight in your deliverance.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading 2 Samuel 6:1 - 11 Page 479
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music The Gift of Love arr., Barbra Boom
Abbie and Cindy Nelson, Bells

Second Reading 2 Samuel 6:12 - 22 Pages 479 - 480
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Sermon “Dancing, Despising & Discerning”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Ɨ Hymn #327 From All That Dwell Below the Skies Watts, Kirchengesäng &Williams



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory The Prayer Sager & Foster

Dianne Londo, Piano

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Ɨ Hymn #701 Lord, Prepare Me (Sanctuary) Thompson & Scruggs, 1982

The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion
You are invited to come forward down the center aisles.
You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten free
bread from the tray on the communion table.
You may dip your bread into the common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on
the communion table.
If you need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.



Prayer After Communion and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #839 Blessed Assurance Crosby & Knapp, 1873

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude The King of Glory Israeli folk song
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Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Argyle Greenlee

Ushers: Steve & Dayle Paulson, Carolyn J. Wheeler and Carolyn L. Wheeler

Cover Art: Photograph by Lucas Greenlee

Boone County Fair Respite Tent
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall for a time to volunteer at our Respite Tent!
Contact the Church Office or Mike Landi if you have any questions.

On Thursday, August 15th at 6pm we are once again hosting a group of youth and chaperones from Ukraine.
Spaghetti will be provided (sauce with and without meat offered). Please RSVP on the sign up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall or by contacting the Church Office so we can prepare enough food and to let us know if

you can help with the meal by bringing a salad or dessert.

Upcoming Special Worship Services:Mark these special Sundays on your calendars!
● September 1st 10amWorship Outside the Chapel at Scottish Argyle Cemetery

Bring a chair and join us for this special worship service where we will remember those
we lost during and since the pandemic who we were not able to have funerals for.

If there is anyone you would like honored, please let Pastor Lauren know.
● September 22nd Kirkin’ Sunday!

Christian Ed. Members & Volunteers have been cleaning out the attic & Sunday School room.
Items along the South wall of Fellowship Hall are things we no longer need. If you see something that you would like,

please take it. Items left will be donated. Any questions, see Rebekah Landi or Katherine Ralston.
And a huge thank you to all of the cleaners! Your time and energy is deeply appreciated!

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 4th 10a Worship - Communion, 11a Fellowship, 11�30a Diaconate
Tuesday 6th 1st Day of the Boone County Fair

6p Pipe Band & Drums: Lessons & Rehearsals
Wednesday 7th 8a Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant
Thursday 8th 10�30a Ladies Walk at WCPC
Sunday 11th 10a Worship, 11a Fellowship
Change for Change

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open Tuesday -

Thursday from 10am - 2pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to
the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

