
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
August 25th, 2024 Ɨ Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and
participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing.

Prelude I Am Free Jon Eagon

Tom Andrew, Piano

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

Ɨ Call to Worship - from Psalm 51 Shannon Reagan
Creator of the universe, you are vast beyond our understanding.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to the abundance of your mercy.
Redeemer of our hearts, you make us righteous because of your grace.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to the abundance of your mercy.
Sustainer of our souls, you are nearer than our next breath.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to the abundance of your mercy.
Come, let us worship the One whose mercy has no end.
Come, let us worship God.



Ɨ Hymn #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Wesley, 1747 & Prichard, 1831

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:6 Page 487
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God John Carter, 1977

Children’s Moment

Second Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 12:7 - 13 Page 488
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Sermon “Sin Boldly”

Prayer of Confession - Psalm 51
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. For I know my transgression, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you
alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be made pure. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will
return to you. Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight
in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O
God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from 1 Samuel 2
There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no Rock like our God.
My heart rejoices in you, O Lord; for I delight in your deliverance.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.



OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Ɨ Hymn #435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Faber, 1854 & arr., Röntgen, c. 1906

Call to Offering Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli

Offertory The Lord’s Prayer Malotte

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go Matherson, 1881 & Peace, 1884

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude GodWill Take Care of You Martin

Tom Andrew, Organ

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank You to Those Who Served Today! Liturgist: Shannon Reagan

Ushers: Brenda Benning, Curt Greenlee, Don Greenlee and Jack greenlee

Today ends our Sermon Series on the Books of Samuel.
We have spent all summer in the period in Israel’s history when they decided
they wanted to be like all of the surrounding nations: they wanted a king.

On the one hand, this is ancient history.
On the other hand, the themes we have encountered are all too familiar:

complex relationships within families,
the fears and aspirations of someone new to their role,

the desire of a group of people to take control of their own destiny,
tensions that arise between group members and a leader,

transitions in leadership and governance,
the end of the old ways of doing things and the beginning of new ways,

and so much more.
Let me know what you thought of this series - and let me know if you turn the page

and keep reading this dramatic, sacred story!



Next Sunday September 1st 10amWorship Outside the Chapel
at Scottish Argyle Cemetery

8901 Picken Rd. Caledonia
Bring a chair and join us for this special service where we will remember

those we lost during and since the pandemic who we were not able to have funerals for.
If there is anyone you would like honored, please let Pastor Lauren know by Monday, August 26th.

Sunday, September 8th Youth Kick-Off!
All 6th - 12th graders are invited to join us for our first youth group gathering of the year.

We’ll have lunch, games, fellowship and more! 11�30am - 1�30pm
Can you provide a meal for the youth group? Sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.

Cover Art: Photograph by Lucas Greenlee

Mission Closet Drive: Kitchen Supplies
The Blackhawk Presbytery’s Mission Committee has requested help

for families who have recently immigrated to the area.
When they find housing, these families have no basic household supplies.

Our Mission Task Force has decided to help with kitchen needs.
There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Please indicate which item(s) you will bring in.

All donations must be brought to church by Sunday, September 15th.
Thank you for caring for those in need!

September 22nd Kirkin’ Sunday!
Bring your banner! Remember, we are not all of Scottish descent - we celebrate any and all

backgrounds! Banner Instructions are available in the Fellowship Hall, Argyle Room & outside the
Church Office door. A potluck lunch will follow worship.

October 6thWorld Communion Sunday
A brief Communion service in the sanctuary at 10am followed by a

Rise Against Hungermeal packing event.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 25th 10a Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11�15a F/P/E
Tuesday 27th 6p Pipe Band & Drumming: Lessons & Rehearsals
Wednesday 28th 4p-7p Argyle Preschool Open House
Sunday 1st 10a Worship Outside the Chapel at Scottish Argyle Cemetery

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30a - 3p.
To set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

