
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
May 5th, 2024 Ɨ Sixth Sunday of Easter Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD

Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and
participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Down in the Valley to Pray American Spiritual arr. Jay Althouse

Elizabeth O’Leary, Contralto

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship from 1 Corinthians 13 Ron Muzzarelli
God is patient.
God is kind.
God does not envy.
God does not dishonor others.
God is not easily angered.
God keeps no record of wrongs.
God does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
God always protects and always perseveres.
God never fails.
Come, let us worship God!



Ɨ Hymn #459 OWord of God Incarnate How, 1867 & Mendelssohn, 1847

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
Magnificent God, forgive us for not accepting the love you’ve given us. You call us beloved and
yet, we live with shame. You call us forgiven and yet, we worry and stress over mistakes big
and small. Forgive us for believing we’re not lovable enough. Forgive us for overlooking how
loveable others are. May we see ourselves and all of your children as beloved. May we find
more patience, courage, and faith to live lives that more fully declare your love.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from 1 John 1
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, our just and faithful God will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Scripture Reading Acts 18:1 - 13 Pages 1724 - 1725
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music The Gospel of Grace Traditional Spirituals arr. Mark Hayes

(Amazing Grace & I’m Newborn Again)

Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

Second Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1 - 13 Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli
Holy wisdom, holy word. Pages 1787 - 1788

Sermon “The Law of Love”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection

Ɨ Hymn #316 Where Charity and Love Prevail Westendorf, 1960 & Chapin, 1812



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Call to offering

Offertory Dios Está Aquí (God Is Here Today) Arturo Gonzalez & C. Michael Hawn
Tom Andrew, Piano

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Ɨ Hymn #188 Jesus Loves Me! Warner, McGuire & Bradbury

The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion
We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united
body. We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals
and loves us just as we are.



Prayer After Communion And the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #629 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee Caswall, 1849 & Dykes, 1866

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude Where Cross the CrowdedWays of Life Frank Mason North

Tom Andrew, Organ

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Ron Muzzarelli

Ushers: Katherine Ralston, Matt Ralston, John Reid and April Rottman
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Join us on Sundays at 9�15am in the Library for Adult Sunday School!We are beginning a new
study on Spiritual Disciplines. We will meet onMay 5th & 12th.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 5th 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship - Communion,

10�30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship, 11�30a Deacons
Tuesday 7th 6p Session
Thursday 9th 10�30a Ladies Walk at WCPC, 6p Bell Rehearsal
Sunday 12th Mother’s Day
Change for Change 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11�30a Youth Group

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to
set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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