
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
April 21st, 2024 Ɨ Fourth Sunday of Easter Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and
participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Give Me Jesus African American Spiritual

Tom Andrew, Organ

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 55 Lon Clark
As for me, I call to God, and the Lord saves me.
Evening, morning and noon I cry out, and God hears my voice.
God rescues me unharmed from the battle waged against me, even though many oppose me.
God is enthroned from of old and does not change.
God will hear and humble those who have no fear of God.
Cast your cares on the Lord, the Lord will sustain you;
God will never let the righteous be shaken. As for me, I trust in you, Almighty God.
Come, let us worship God!



Ɨ Hymn #307 God of Grace and God of Glory Fosdick, 1930 & Hughes, 1907

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
God of all, sometimes we are afraid of the power of faith. Forgive us for being afraid.
Sometimes we doubt that you could really use us to change the world. Forgive us for our
doubt. Give us the courage and faith to see where healing and grace are needed. Give us the
courage and faith to pray boldly for unexpected and irrational things. Forgive us for settling
for anything less than what you have created us for and called us to. Forgive us for not
trusting that you will provide the love, grace and power needed in every circumstance.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from 1 John 1
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, our just and faithful God will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Acts 2:22 - 41 Pages 1693 - 1694
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music Aeolian Harp Etude Op. 25, No 1 in A flat Frederic Chopin (1810 - 1849)

Marilyn Cade, Piano

Children’s Moment

Second Reading Acts 2:42 - 3:10 Pages 1694 - 1695
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Sermon “The Gate Called Beautiful”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection

Ɨ Hymn #296 Go in Grace and Make Disciples Bringle, 2001 & Rowan, 1999



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - an excerpt from the Confession of Belhar
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end.
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the
entire human family.
We believe

that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of
believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;

that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that
through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a
reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God
must continually be built up to attain.

that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of
ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, practice and pursue
community with one another; that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly
and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another; that we share one faith,
have one calling, are of one soul and one mind; have one God and Father, are filled
with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one
cup, confess one name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share
one hope; together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the
love of Christ; together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity;
together know and bear one another's burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of
Christ that we need one another and upbuild one another, admonishing and
comforting one another; that we suffer with one another for the sake of
righteousness; pray together; together serve God in this world; and together fight
against all which may threaten or hinder this unity.

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory
for ever and ever.

Call to offering

Offertory Hymn Arrangement

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People And the Lord’s Prayer Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts,
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #462 I Love to Tell the Story Hankey, 1866 & Fischer, 1869

Ɨ Charge and Benediction



Postlude All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Edward Perronet

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Lon Clark

Ushers: Argyle Greenlee, Lucas Greenlee and Steve & Dayle Paulson

Cover Art: Gerung, M. (1500-1570) . St. Peter Healing the Crippled Beggar [Manuscript Illumination] .
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58591

The Confession of Belhar has its roots in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. It was
first drafted in 1982 by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church as a protest against a heretical

theological stance that used the Bible and the Confessions to justify harsh and unjust systems. The
PCUSA approved Belhar as part of our Book of Confessions at the 222nd General Assembly (2016).

Spring Mission Closet Drive for The Haven Network! We will collect items to make kits
for moms through the end of April. What is Needed: Travel Sizes of Women’s body wash, lotion,
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, hair ties, makeup wipes, chapstick and $25.00 gift cards for
Rockford Area Chain Restaurants (Chili’s, Red Lobster, etc.). Contact Marisa O’Dell, David

Perez-Fernandez or the Church Office at 815-885-3455 with any questions.

The Youth Group will meet after worship for games, fellowship & lunch on Sunday April 21st
from 11�30am - 1�30pm.

Join us on Sundays at 9�15am in the Library for Adult Sunday School!We will be studying
Spiritual Disciplines on April 21st & 28th as well as May 5th & 12th.

For Eastertide (the season from Easter to Pentecost) we will learn about the faith and
ministry of the early church through a sermon series on the book of Acts.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 21st 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School,

11a Fellowship, 11�30a Youth Group
Tuesday 23rd 6p Pipe Band & Drums: Lessons & Rehearsals
Thursday 25th 10�30a Ladies Walk at WCPC, 6p Bell Rehearsal
Sunday 28th 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 11a Fellowship, 11�15a F/P/E

If you feel moved to give to WCPC, the QR Code can be used.

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm.
If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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