
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
April 14th, 2024 Ɨ Third Sunday of Easter Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing and pray and
participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Walk In The LIght Dan Holmes
Dan Holmes, Voice & Guitar

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship from Psalm 47 Rebekah Landi
Our God is the Most High, the great Ruler over all the earth.
God is the One who subdues nations and chose our inheritance for us,
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord has ascended amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to the One who Reigns, sing praises!
For God is the Ruler of all the earth.
Sing to God a psalm of praise.
Come, let us worship God!
Ɨ Hymn #260 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus Dix, 1866 & Prichard, 1831



Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
Holy God, we come to you in fear. We are afraid we might not really be fully forgiven, not of
our worst sins. We are afraid we couldn’t be forgiven of our little, persistent sins. We struggle
to believe your grace is for everything within us, even the things we try to hide from. Forgive
us, Holy God, for clothing ourselves in shame when you have given us the clothing of
righteousness. Forgive us for not believing your grace, and for the many times we fail to treat
others as though they, too, are fully beloved and fully forgiven.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from 1 John 1
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, our just and faithful God will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Acts 1:1 - 9 Pages 1690 - 1691
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music Walk On The Water

Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

Second Reading Acts 1:10 - 14 Page 1691
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Sermon “Ascending Hope”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection

Ɨ Hymn #257 The Risen Christ Weaver, 1993 & Greatorex, 1916



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Call to offering

Offertory My Brother’s Keeper

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People And the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts,
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #452 Open the Eyes of My Heart Paul Baloche, 1997

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude This Little Light of Mine

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Rebekah Landi

Ushers: Mike Landi, Ron Muzzarelli, Carolyn J. Wheeler and Carolyn L. Wheeler



Spring Mission Closet Drive for The Haven Network! We will collect items to make kits
for moms through the end of April. What is Needed: Travel Sizes of Women’s body wash, lotion,
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, hair ties, makeup wipes, chapstick and $25.00 gift cards for
Rockford Area Chain Restaurants (Chili’s, Red Lobster, etc.). Contact Marisa O’Dell, David

Perez-Fernandez or the Church Office at 815-885-3455 with any questions.

The Youth Group will meet after worship for games, fellowship and lunch on Sunday April
14th & 21st from 11:30am - 1:30pm. Check the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall if

you’d like to help with lunch!

Join us on Sundays at 9:15am in the Library for Adult Sunday School!We will be studying
Spiritual Disciplines on April 14th, 21st, 28th as well as May 5th & 12th.

For Eastertide (the season from Easter to Pentecost) we will learn about the faith and
ministry of the early church through a sermon series on the book of Acts.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 14th 9:15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship - Pastor Lauren Preaching,
Change for Change 10:30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship, 11:30a Youth Group
Tuesday 16th 8a Buildings & Grounds, 6p Pipe Band & Drums: Lessons & Rehearsals,

Worship & Music
Wednesday 17th 9a Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant,
Thursday 18th 10:30a Ladies Walk at WCPC, 11:30a Ladies Meet & Eat at Sophia’s,

6p Bell Rehearsal
Sunday 21st 9:15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 10:30a Children’s Sunday School,

11a Fellowship, 11:30a Youth Group

If you feel moved to give to WCPC, the QR Code can be used.

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:30am - 3pm.
If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

