
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
March 17th, 2024 Ɨ Fifth Sunday in Lent Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate
in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Wearing of the Green, The Minstrel Boy & Kelly the Boy from Killane
Traditional Irish Medley
Lucas Greenlee, Bagpipes

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship: Litany for Lent Lucas Greenlee
Jonah cried out to the people of Nineveh:
Repent, or in forty days you will perish.
Lead us, O Lord, from death to life.
Eternal God, as we are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ,
so give us the grace of repentance
that we may pass through the grave with Christ and be born again to eternal life.
For Christ is the One who lived, was crucified, dead, and buried, and rose again for us. Amen!
Come, let us worship God!



Ɨ Hymn #418 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling Will L. Thompson, 1880

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
Holy and merciful God, we confess we have not been as generous as we should. We confess
that we give with control - never quite sacrificing our comfort. We confess that we give
within reason - never quite challenging our faith in your provision. Will you help us find
wisdom in our relationship with our possessions? Will you free us from the ways of this world
and forgive us for our lack of trust in you?

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from Romans 5:5
God’s love has been poured into your hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Gospel Reading Mark 10:13 - 23 Pages 1570 - 1571
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed, Christians & Join to Sing
Hugh Wilson, The Piper’s Hymnal & Spanish Folk Medley

Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

Second Gospel Reading Mark 10:24 - 31 Page 1571
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “Unhindered Inheritance”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection

Ɨ Hymn #432 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord Green, 1981 & Parry, 1888



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - An excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and
evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or
in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory The Celtic Alleluia (Refrain) & Close to Thee arr. George Balderose, 2012

The Balmoral Collection of Hymns Arranged for the Highland Bagpipe
O’Carroll & Walker, 1985 and Vail, 1874

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Ɨ Hymn #509 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly Dunstan, 1990 & Moore, 1825

The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion
You are invited to come forward down the center aisles.
You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten free
bread from the tray on the communion table.
You may dip your bread into the common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on the
communion table.
If you need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.



Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #188 Jesus Loves Me! Warner, McGuire & Bradbury

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude What Will You Do with Jesus? Albert Benjamin Simpson, 1905
Tom Andrew, Organ

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Lucas Greenlee
Ushers: Argyle Greenlee, Renee O’Dell and Steve & Dayle Paulson

This year’s Lenten theme is “More Than Twelve”. Each week we will read a story about Jesus interacting
with someone other than the Twelve Disciples. Each story will teach us something about how Jesus lived,

served and loved during his time on earth.
ThisWednesday March 20th from, will be our last Lenten Soup Study where we dig a little deeper into
the characters of Sunday’s story & share a simple meal, fellowship and study. We meet at 5�30pm - 7pm.

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall to bring soup.

Coming Up:Holy Week:
Palm Sunday - March 24th: Handbell Choir, Palm Processional, Pastor Tanya preaching
Maundy Thursday - March 28th - Potluck & Communion Service - Fellowship Hall at 6pm
Good Friday - March 29th
Holy Saturday - Chapel open at Scottish Argyle Cemetery
Easter Sunday - March 31st Sunrise Service at the Chapel at Scottish Argyle Cemetery 8am

Pancake Breakfast & Egg Hunt at Willow Creek 9am
Worship in the Sanctuary 10am

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 17th 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship - 5th Sunday in Lent - Communion by

Intinction, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship
Monday 18th Easter Flower Orders Due!
Tuesday 19th 8a Building & Grounds, 6p Pipe Band & Drumming, Worship & Music
Wednesday 20th 9a Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant, 5�30p Lenten Soup Study
Thursday 21st 10�30a Ladies Walk at WCPC, 11�30a Ladies Meet & Eat at Sophia’s, 6p Bell Rehearsal
Friday 22nd Streamer Articles Due - Argyle Preschool Spring Break 3/22 - 3/29
Saturday 23rd 9a Farm Bureau Painting
Sunday 24th 10a Worship - Palm Sunday - Pastor Tanya Preaching, 10�30a Children’s Sunday

School, 11a Fellowship

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a
time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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