
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
February 25th, 2024 Ɨ Second Sunday in Lent Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate
in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Dear Lord and Father of Mankind Frederick Charles Marker, 1887
Elizabeth O’Leary, Piano

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Ɨ Call to Worship: Litany for Lent Maren Reid
For forty years the people wandered,
seeking the land of God’s promise.
Lead us, O Lord, from death to life.
Eternal God, as we are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ,
so give us the grace of repentance
that we may pass through the grave with Christ and be born again to eternal life.
For Christ is the One who lived, was crucified, dead, and buried, and rose again for us. Amen!
Come, let us worship God!
Ɨ Hymn #156 Sing of GodMade Manifest Daw, Jr., Hintze arr. Bach



Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
God of grace and glory, we confess that we are not always seeking signs of your miraculous
presence. We confess we settle for the ordinary, when you are always at work, transforming
the ordinary into the holy. We confess that we forget signs and miracles are always inviting us
to perceive the greatness of your love, and the greatness of the love you are giving us for
others. May we see something new today. May we perceive a miracle this Lent. May we
remember that in a lost and hurting world, love is always a miracle. Forgive us for the many
excuses we make when we fail to love - fail to love you, fail to love others, fail to see our own
belovedness. May we believe more deeply in your love today.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from Romans 5:5
God’s love has been poured into your hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Gospel Reading Luke 1:28 - 33, 37 - 38, 46 - 55 Pages 1588 - 1589
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music Fairest Lord Jesus Crusader’s Hymn, arr. Jerry Ray

Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

Second Gospel Reading John 2:1 - 11 Page 1648
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “Mary Knew”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection

Ɨ Hymn #100 My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout Irish Melody; arr. Rory Cooney, 1990



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith - An Excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and
evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or
in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory In the Cross of Christ I Glory Ithamar Conkey, 1849

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Ɨ Hymn #509 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly Dunstan, 1990 & Moore, 1825

The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion
You are invited to come forward down the center aisles.
You may choose to pull a piece from the common loaf or select a pre-cut piece of gluten free
bread from the tray on the communion table.
You may dip your bread into the common cup or choose an individual cup from the tray on the
communion table.
If you need communion brought to you, we will gladly do so.



Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #169 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind Wittier, 1872 & Maker, 1887

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love Ghanaian Folk Melody

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Maren Reid

Ushers: Renee O’Dell, Ed Rottman, Carolyn J. Wheeler and Carolyn L. Wheeler

This year’s Lenten theme is “More Than Twelve”. Each week we will read a story about Jesus interacting
with someone other than the Twelve Disciples. Each story will teach us something about how Jesus lived,

served and loved during his time on earth.

Each Wednesday, we will dig a little deeper into the characters of Sunday’s story at our Lenten Soup
Study where we’ll share a simple meal, fellowship and study. You do not have to come each week – come
when your schedule allows! We will meet onWednesdays, 2/28, 3/6, 3/13 and 3/20 from 5�30pm - 7pm.

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall to pick a day to bring soup.

The Youth Group will be helping with the Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, March 31st, 2024 at 9�30am.
Would you like to donate candy? Must be individually wrapped and be able to fit inside a plastic egg.
Candy is due here at Willow Creek by March 10th, 2024 for the Youth. Thank you so much for your

support! Any questions, please feel free to reach out to the Church Office.

Willow Creek Sanctuary Choir will be singing for worship next Sunday, March 3rd, 2024. If you can,
please come to rehearsal at 8�45a the morning of. Any questions, feel free to reach out to Liz.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 25th 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship - 2nd Sunday in Lent - Communion by

Intinction, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship, 11�15a F/P/E
Tuesday 27th 6p Pipe Band & Drumming, Worship & Music
Wednesday 28th 5�30p Lenten Soup Study
Sunday 3rd 8�45a Choir Rehearsal, 9�15a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship - 3rd Sunday in Lent -

Communion by Intinction, 11a Fellowship, 11�30a Deacons, Youth Group

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a
time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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