
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
January 7th, 2024 Ɨ Epiphany Ɨ 10:00am

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate
in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Basque Carol arr. Cathy Moklebust
Bill Zartman, Violin; Joyce Zartman, Bell Tree & Tom Andrew, Piano

Welcome and Sharing Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli

Ɨ Call to Worship: Litany for Epiphany of the Lord Mary Beth Gratz
Arise, shine: for your light has come! The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world!
Nations will come to Christ’s light, and rulers will seek Christ’s radiance.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world!
God will judge the people with righteousness and defend the cause of the poor.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world!
The mystery of the ages is revealed; the eternal plan of God is known to all.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world!
Let us kneel down before Christ and give our honor, glory, and praise.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world!
Let us offer God all the treasures of our hearts and our lives. Come, let us worship God!



Ɨ Hymn #147 The First Nowell English Carol

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all
people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away
from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse
us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show
forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from Psalm 72:6
The mercy of the Lord is like rain, like showers that water the earth.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

Reading of Prophecy Micah 5:2 - 7 Pages 1445 - 1446
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music We Three Kings of Orient Are 16th Century English Carol arr. Linda R. Lamb

Children’s Moment

Reading of Fulfillment Matthew 2:1 - 12 Pages 1497 - 1498
The Gospel of our Risen Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “Home By Another Way” Maren Reid
Today’s sermon was written by the Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor.

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Moment of Silent Reflection



Ɨ Affirmation of Faith – Philippians 2:5 - 11
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death — even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #151 We Three Kings John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857

Call to Offering

Offertory Coventry Carol arr. Susan T. Nelson
Bill Zartman, Violin; Joyce Zartman, Bells and Chimes & Tom Andrew, Piano

Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Ɨ Hymn #150 As with Gladness Men of Old Dix, Kocher & Monk
first verse

The Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion
We hold the bread and partake together, celebrating that Christ joins us into one united
body. We drink the cup as it comes to us, rejoicing that Christ comes to us as individuals
and loves us just as we are.

Prayers After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #192 Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining Graham Kendrick, 1987

Ɨ Charge and Benediction



Postlude I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day J. Baptiste Calkin
Tom Andrew, Organ

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgist: Mary Beth Gratz

Ushers: Steve & Dayle Paulson, Steve Picken and John Reid

Today’s Sermon was written by the Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor.
Taylor’s website describes her as a “writer, speaker, and spiritual contrarian”. She is a

best-selling author, teacher, and Episcopal priest. Her first memoir, Leaving Church, won an
Author of the Year award from the Georgia Writers Association in 2006. Her next three books
earned places on the New York Times bestseller list. Taylor has served on the faculties of

Piedmont College, Emory University, Mercer University, Columbia Seminary, Oblate School of
Theology, and the Certificate in Theological Studies program at Arrendale State Prison for
Women in Alto, Georgia. Her latest book, Always a Guest, was released in October 2020 from

Westminster John Knox Press. (barbarabrowntaylor.com).
Today’s sermon comes from her collection of sermons, also titled Home By Another Way. If you
would like to borrow this book, or other titles by her, Pastor Lauren has them in her office.

Thank you to our President of the Corporation,Maren Reid, for preaching the sermon today.

Cover Art: Cara B. Hochhalter, The Magi. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59038

Gratitude Bags
Your generosity in this year’s gratitude bags was truly incredible! We deeply feel your gratitude,
and we are so thankful for the opportunity to serve here at Willow Creek! Thank you for your

encouraging notes, thoughtfulness, well wishes and Christmas joy!

A huge thank you from Your WCPC Staff: Tom Andrew, Stephanie Konen, Dianne Londo,
Pastor Tanya Muzzarelli, Elizabeth O’Leary, Pastor Lauren Patrus-Betzel, Riley Rankin,

Shannon Reagan, Diane Van Vleet & Katie Wolf.

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 7th 10a Worship - Communion, 11a Undercorate the Church & Chili cook-off
Monday 8th Welcome Back Argyle Preschool!
Tuesday 9th 6p Pipe Band and Drums: Lessons and Rehearsals
Wednesday 10th 5p Confirmation
Thursday 11th 6p Bell Rehearsal
Sunday 14th 10a Worship, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a
time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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