
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
January 21st, 2024 Ɨ 3rd Sunday after Epiphany Ɨ 10:00am

Officer Ordination & Installation
OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! All are invited to sing, pray and participate
in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to stand.

Prelude Lord, You Give The Great Commission Jeffery Rowthorn
Tom Andrew, Organ

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel

Call to Worship - from Psalm 148 Barb Greenlee
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise the Lord in the heights!
Praise the Lord, all angels; praise the Lord, all heavenly host!
The sun, moon and shining stars all praise the Lord!
All praise to the One who commanded and created.
Even the sea monsters and deep waters praise the Lord!
Fire and hail, snow and frost, and stormy wind all fulfill the Creator’s command!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth praise God!
Young men and women alike, old and young together! Let them praise the name of the Lord
whose glory is above earth and heaven. Come, let us worship God!

Ɨ Hymn #140 Once in Royal David’s City Alexander, Gauntlett & Mann

Invitation to Confession & Prayer of Confession
God of all, we confess that we do not think we should be leaders, and we also do not think we
should be servants. We confess that we are comfortable being somewhere in the middle - we
don’t want the vulnerability of being blamed when things go wrong and we struggle to let go
of control and let others lead. Will you comfort us as we say yes to the ways you are calling us
to lead and serve? Will you remind us that you are the one who equips and guides us? Let us
let go of being comfortable and find, instead, the comfort of your presence, grace, and wisdom.



A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon from Psalm 72:6
The mercy of the Lord is like rain, like showers that water the earth.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THEWORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Colossians 3:12 - 17 Pages 1834 - 1835
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Special Music Healing Rain Martin Smith, Matt Bronleewe & Michael W. Smith
Tom Andrew, Piano

Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

Gospel Reading Luke 2:41 - 52 Ron Muzzarelli
The mystery of the ages, revealed to all. Thanks be to God. Pages 1592 - 1593

Sermon “In My Father’s House”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Ɨ hymn #14 For the Beauty of the Earth Pierpoint, Kocher & Monk

Ordination & Installation of Officers April Rottman

Deacons: Ron Muzzarelli, Renee O’Dell, Carolyn J. Wheeler
Elders: Lon Clark, Karli Rankin, Molly Shipton

Reading from 1 Corinthians 12:4 - 7, 27
There are different gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through different people in different ways,
but it is the same Lord’s purposes that are achieved through them all.
Each one is given a gift by the Spirit, to use it for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of him.



Affirmation of faith - An excerpt from the Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and
binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to
all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to
hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and
peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Constitutional questions
Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and
through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you?
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions
of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you
be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be
continually guided by our Confessions?
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among
your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the
reconciliation of the world?
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?
Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to the
friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and
service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry
will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
Do we, the members of the church, accept these as ruling elders and deacons, chosen by God through the
voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us,
serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?

Ɨ Hymn #316 Where Charity and Love Prevail Westendorf, 1960 & Chapin, 1812

Call to Offering

Offertory Alleluia Guillio Caccini arr. Adrienne Potter



Ɨ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer David Perez-Fernandez
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #701 Lord, Prepare Me (Sanctuary) Thompson, Scruggs & Butler-Moore

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude This Little Light of Mine Harry Dixon Loes arr. Gene Harris

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today! Liturgists: Barb Greenlee, Ron Muzzarelli,

David Perez-Fernandez and Clerk of Session April Rottman
Ushers: Curt Greenlee, Don Greenlee, Jack Greenlee and Jaxon Greenlee

The Session of Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle calls the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to
follow worship on Sunday 2/4/24 for the purpose of receiving the 2023 Annual Report and the 2024 budget.

Willow Creek Sanctuary Choir will sing for Worship on Sunday, February 4th. Rehearsals are
January 28th and February 4th at 8�45am. It’s okay if you can only come on the 4th, and Liz will be glad to

hand music to anyone who wants to work on their own.

Sermon Series: the early life of Jesus
● Jan. 7th: Epiphany - the story of three magi visiting Jesus shortly after his birth
● Jan. 14th: Mary and Joseph dedicate Jesus in the temple
● Jan. 21st: Jesus in the temple as a young adolescent teaching others
● Jan. 28th: Baptism of Jesus (Pastor Tanya preaching)
● Feb. 4th: The Transfiguration

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 21st 10a Worship, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School, 11a Fellowship & Officer Training
Tuesday 23rd 6p Pipe Band and Drums
Wednesday 24th 5p Confirmation
Thursday 25th 6p Bell Rehearsal
Friday 26th February Streamer Articles Due
Sunday 28th 8�45a Choir Rehearsal, Worship - Pastor Tanya Preaching, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School,

11a Fellowship

“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the love of Christ”

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website. The Church Office is open Monday,

Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya,
please reach out to the Church Office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle
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