
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
February 12th, 2023 Ɨ Sixth Sunday After Epiphany Ɨ 10:00a.m.

OUR APPROACH TO GOD

Come, celebrate the love of God in Jesus Christ with us! Following local health guidelines, masks are
optional at this time. All are invited to sing and pray and participate in liturgy.

Ɨ If you are able, we invite you to honor God by standing.

Prelude Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called) Haas

Tom Andrew, Piano

Welcome and Sharing Rev. Lauren Patrus-Betzel



Ɨ Call to Worship:
Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in the Lord.
Blessed are those who have been chosen and brought near to live in your courts!
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, who are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right.
We believe we are blessed, we come here to be blessed by your presence, we gather here
hoping you bless others through us. We bless your holy name. Come, let us worship God!

Ɨ Hymn #643 Now Thank We All Our god Nun Danket Alle Gott

Prayer of Confession
Gracious and Generous One, we know we are blessed, and yet, we confess that we hardly
know what that word means. We long to bless others, and yet, we confess that greed is often
more natural than giving.  Whether it is time, energy, resources or affection, giving is hard
when we feel like we have not been given enough. Forgive us for more easily seeing what we
lack rather than being overwhelmed with all that we have. Forgive us for rushing past the
blessings you have graciously given us. Forgive us for naming something a blessing that has
nothing to do with you. Forgive us, and open our hearts to see the blessing of your love.

A Period of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon (From Psalm 32)
Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no
deceit. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Ɨ Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

Ɨ Passing of the Peace of Christ
May the Peace of Christ be with you; And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Reading                    exodus 19:20 & 20:1-19                                  Pages 117 & 118-119
Holy wisdom, holy Word.

Special Music                             The Gift of Love English Folk Melody, words by Hal Hopson

Renee O’Dell, Soprano



Children’s Moment
At this time, children are invited to go downstairs for Sunday School.

gospel  Reading                                         matthew 5:1-12                                                        page 1501
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                                   “Moses and Jesus Walk up a Mountain”

OUR RESPONSE TO SERVE

Ɨ Affirmation of faith - An Excerpt from the Confession of Belhar
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end.
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the
entire human family.
We believe

• that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community
of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
• that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a
reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must
continually be built up to attain;

We believe
• that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through
Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the
world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is
witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which
righteousness dwells.

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory
for ever and ever.

Ɨ Hymn #459 O Word of God Incarnate Munich

Call to offering

Offertory 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman

Tom Andrew, Piano
Ɨ Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise God all creatures here Below;
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Ɨ Prayer of Dedication



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts,
as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine
is the kingdom, the power and glory forever. Amen.

Ɨ Hymn #753 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace Prayer of St. Francis

Ɨ Charge and Benediction

Postlude Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Plumptre

Tom Andrew, Organ

Song Permissions CCLI Copyright License 1207686, Size A/OneLicense A-725962.
Thank you to those who served today!  Liturgist: April Rottman

Ushers: Lon & Kathy Clark and Richard & Carolyn Wheeler

Weekly Church Calendar
Sunday 2/12    9a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School,

11a Congregational Meeting, Fellowship and Coffee, 11�30a Youth Group
Monday 2/13    Argyle Preschool Valentine’s Party
Tuesday 2/14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 6p Pipe Band and Drumming, 7p CoRPB
Wednesday 2/15   9a Men’s Coffee at Boone County Family Restaurant
Thursday 2/16    2p Drop off meals and supplies for Capron Elementary Staff, 6p Bell Choir
Sunday 2/19    9a Adult Sunday School, 10a Worship, 10�30a Children’s Sunday School,

11a Fellowship & Coffee

Cover Art: MAFA JESUS. (1973) . The Sermon on the Mount [Photographs transcribed to paintings] . Cameroon,
Africa. Vanderbilt University  https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48284

Our new adult Sunday school series, “Perspectives from Genesis” continues next Sunday (Feb. 19th) with
Pastor Lauren leading a class on Adam & Eve. We meet in the Library from 9am - 9�30am.

The Confession of Belhar has its roots in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. It was first
drafted in 1982 by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church as a protest against a heretical theological stance
that used the Bible and the Confessions to justify harsh and unjust systems. The PCUSA approved Belhar

as part of our Book of Confessions at the 222nd General Assembly (2016).

Annual Meeting: TODAY
The Session calls the Annual Congregational Meeting of the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle,
to be held today following the worship service for the purpose of receiving the 2022 Annual Report and to

approve the 2023 Budget and the co-financial secretary position.

Ministers: All Members of the Body of Christ
For more information about our staff and volunteers, visit our website.

The Church Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8�30am - 3pm. If you’d like to set up a
time to visit Pastor Lauren or Pastor Tanya, please reach out to the church office.

Phone: (815) 885-3455 Email: office@willowcreekpc.org
7300 Belvidere Road Website: www.willowcreekpc.org
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 Social Media: https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

http://www.willowcreekpc.org
https://linktr.ee/wcpcargyle

