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In Mark, chapter 11, Jesus tells his disciples, “Have faith in God! (NIV),” or “Embrace this God-life” 
(MSG). In John 14:1b, he says, “You believe in God; believe also in me” (NIV), or “You trust God, 
don’t you? Trust me” (MSG).  Having such faith allows us, helps us to live into the hope of what 
God has promised—PEACE. Remembering the promises of Jesus that follow--that he will not 
abandon us, that God will enable us to continue the work of Jesus--helps us to have the kind of 
faith that refuses to give up on such promises, even when circumstances seem to indicate 
otherwise. “Don’t let this throw you” (14:1a MSG), Jesus says to us. 
 

Many things in the world today might both demand and threaten faith—war, the prevalence of 
hate groups, family violence, disease, and the list could go on. There are two biblical stories of 
healing that both encourage my faith and “throw me” a bit.  One is the story of a man, desperate 
for his son’s healing, who asks Jesus if he can do anything…If!  He tells Jesus, “I do believe; help 
me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9: 24 NIV).  The other is the story (Matthew 15:21-28) of a 
woman, seen as an annoyance by the disciples and almost rejected by Jesus, seeking healing for 
her daughter.  Rather than being turned away because she didn’t “fit into” the Jewish faith, she 
claimed her own faith in the turn of a phrase. Jesus then recognized her great, though 
unexpected, faith. True faith can sometimes be unrecognized, even denied, because of our own 
limited understanding. Faith can even be interlocked with doubt and still lead one to seek 
understanding, to seek compassion, to seek God.  What exactly is faith, how do we come to it, 
who’s in and who’s out?   
 

As we celebrate 500 years of Reformation, I wonder what such faith seeking understanding would 
tell us?  Martin Luther argued that what faith holds onto most directly is not the promises of God, 
but Christ himself. Faith in and of itself has no content; it isn’t something to achieve or measure.  
Faith alone cannot save us, though it unites us with God-in-Christ, who empowers, encourages, 
and calls us to be present and active in our broken world. By our faith, Christ is present for us and 
shares all power with us, but it is Christ in whom we live and move and have our being. 
 

Thomas Aquinas thought that human beings were capable of journeying part way toward God--
that we all had a God-shaped hole and the capacity to seek to fill it. John Calvin held that humans 
had the ability to turn toward God, but then would tend to worship our own idols rather than the 
one, true God. Wesley thought faith was completely God’s doing, that our part is only to accept or 
reject God’s extended gift of grace. Karl Barth saw that believers who think they have the capacity 
to contribute something of their own to God’s work of salvation tended to mistake their own 
agendas for the will of God. Barth says that even our faith is a gift from God.  
 

God’s gift to us—that is most meaningful!  If you have been in worship this last year, you know 
we’ve been emphasizing God’s gifts to us and the ways we use these gifts.  Whether the gift of 
love, or money, or ability, or identity, or passion, or faith, our challenge is to find that sweet spot 



where using that gift falls within the will of God in benefiting others, helping the world, and giving 
us joy. We have been given a faith--a hope that love will win, that justice will prevail, and that all 
things will work for good. Yet, we know that faith without action is dead; we cannot take this gift 
of faith as a comfort, telling ourselves that everything will be okay.  Our deeds need to line up 
with our words. Our prayers need to ask for the willingness to act out our faith and for the Spirit 
to equip us not only to renounce evil, but to embody resistance to evils such as white nationalism 
and racism, bullying and oppression, and wherever hate is spewed.  
 

Recently, at our Worship in the Park, we baptized and remembered our baptisms. Baptism may be 
the foundation of all Christian ministries of justice and reconciliation. Those being baptized, or 
their parents, are asked, “Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world?” The apostle Paul taught that baptism is a sign of 
equality, that Christ breaks down divisions between us (see cartoon). Through our baptism, 
through our identity as Christians, we are called to renounce evil in all its forms. Through our 
faith, we are called to actively resist evil and to recognize and welcome the many faces of God’s 
good love in the world. 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Thank you! 

I want to thank everyone for their thoughts, 
prayers, cards, food, visits, and especially to thank 
everyone for their concerns. 

Frank Lyford 
 

 
 
 

  



Willow Creek’s 2nd Year at the Fair 
 A huge thank you to all who helped with any part of our REST TENT at 
the Boone County Fair.  Last year it was all new and we learned a lot.  This 
year we learned even more.  Next year should be spectacular!    

Those who helped put up the tent on Monday evening and take it down on 
Sunday evening were:  Pastor Judith, Jim & Delores Hall, Richard & Pat Nortch, Mike Landi, Jim 
Ralston, Loren & JoAnn Buffington, Rod & Jackie Turbot, and Steve Picken.      

Those who manned the tent, welcoming persons who needed to change a baby, sit a spell or 
have a drink of cold water were: Pastor Judith, Rod & Jackie Turbot, Gene & Carolyn Wheeler, 
Les & Donna Hamilton, Marie & Jason Wiersema, Richard & Pat Nortch, Maren Reid, Charlie & 
Molly, Rebekah Landi, Olivia & Emma, Lucas Greenlee, Argyle and Piper, Frank & Sandy Bell, 
Jim & Delores Hall, Jim Ralston, Elaine Zotas, Jack Daeuling & grandson, Loren & JoAnn 
Buffington & Jeff Cummings.  Several of these folks had more than one shift.      

The weather was great, we didn’t use as much water as we did last year but 
many mothers used the changing table.  Several children wanted to stay longer 
to play in the play area supplied by the Landi family.  Thanks go out to Mike for 
making a very visible sign for us to set in front of the 
tent.   

If you have any ideas for other community venues 
where our hospitality could be of service  (specifically 
our family rest tent), please let us know. And once 
again thanks to one and all from the Mission TEAM. 
 

 

 
 
          WCPC Operating Statistics 

July ended up to be a blessing to our 
congregation. Thank you. The stats reflect what 
we have been saying throughout this year, that 
our giving is showing a slight increase over the 

previous year. 
Thank you again for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

           WCPC Operating Statistics 

 
July 2017 Year-to-Date 

Income 
 

  14,573.72         85,187.24  

  
 

    

 Expenses 
 

    12,059.99         99,792.22  

  
 

    

  
 

      2,513.73        (14,604.98) 

 



STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION 
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes individuals, couples or 
groups that serve God through Willow Creek Presbyterian Church. 

Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome stand outside 
Fellowship Hall near the Education Wing. Completed nominations can be deposited in the box 
on the welcome stand. Nominations can also be made directly to Pastor Judith.  

 

Fellowship is an important part of our gathering. Sign-up is 
available in the Kitchen Window. Help us welcome newcomers 
with light refreshments and warm hearts. If you need any 
assistance setting up or serving for Fellowship, please call Sandy 
Bell cell # 815-871-6301. 

 

 
 

McEachran Homestead Winery 
Friday Night 6-9pm Patio Schedule 

Sept 1 Ken Curtis  
Sept 8 Paper Airplane  
Sept 15 Daniel Scott  
Sept 22 Lee Gardner  
Sept 29 Dan Holmes  
 

 

Choir resumes in September 
Chancel Choir will rehearse every Sunday in September at 8:30 

and sing for every Sunday in September. 
 

Young People's Choir will rehearse Sunday September 10th and 
Sunday September 17 after worship.  On Kirkin' Sunday, 

September 24, Young People's Choir will rehearse with the Chancel Choir before the service at 
9:00 and then join the Chancel Choir singing for worship on that Sunday. 

 
 

 

       Mariners   
       Tuesday, September 12 @ 11:30 am  

   at Jessica’s Restaurant in Roscoe 
  (Sue & Dick Brick Hosting) 

 



Children's Sunday School (geared for 
children in grades PreK-5th) will be 
begin on 9/17 and take place every 
other Sunday.   
 
Below are the dates and times of the 
class for the fall:  
Sept. 17 10:30-11:00 
Oct. 1     11:15-11:45 
Oct. 15   10:30-11:00 
Oct. 29   11:15-11:45 
Nov. 12  10:30-11:00 
Nov. 26   11:15-11:45 

 
 
 

 
Adult Education Class 

The Adult Education class will be watching and discussing another 
video series: Bruce Feiler's Walking the Bible.  A journey by land 
through the 5 books of Moses.  Both a heart-racing adventure and 
an uplifting quest, Walking the Bible presents one man's epic 
journey - by foot, jeep, rowboat, and camel - through the greatest 
stories ever told. From crossing the Red Sea to climbing Mount 
Sinai to touching the burning bush, Bruce Feiler's inspiring 
odyssey will forever change your view of history's most legendary 
events. 
   
This same weekly class will be offered at three times during the 
week to accommodate different schedules.  We hope to see you 
at one of the times!  

Sunday mornings at 9:00-9:45 am           (weekly, beginning 9/17) 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00-6:45 pm    (weekly, beginning 9/20) 
Thursday mornings at 10:00-10:45 am    (weekly, beginning 9/21) 

 
 
 

September Youth Group Dates 
Sunday, 9/10 1:00-3:00 pm Youth Group Kick-off @ church 

Sunday, 9/17 1:00-3:00 pm @ church  



Church World Service Kits Challenge 
HELP!  We are still seeking your help in completing the 10 hygiene kits and 
10 clean-up buckets we committed to fill for the Church World Service 
Challenge kits. 
 

Please take one or more of the post-it notes on the green poster board in 
the Fellowship Hall (west wall) and buy/obtain the supplies. 
 

Please bring in your donations for these sets and the school 
kits by October 1st.  
 

Thank you very much for your generosity! 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity - Boone County 

If you are interested in putting together a work crew, contact Beth @ Habitat 
(phone 815-980-6247). There are ongoing builds in both the Belvidere and South 
Rockford areas. 
 
 

Want to help out at Northern IL Food Bank? 
Go to website www.SolveHungerToday.org or 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
The summer is almost over and thoughts of things 

fall and winter are in the air.  December 9, 2017 will 
be the date of our Annual Cookie Walk.  Please 

mark your calendars and begin planning for what 
you will bake for this event.  You know that we are known for our Cookie Walk !  Let’s have the 

best yet!  There will be a planning meeting soon. 
 
 
 

 Real Stuff People Have Typed Wrong (from Comic Relief from the Back Pew) 
 Church bulletin:  “ORDER OR WORSHIP” 
 Prayer request:  “Remembering in prayer those who are sick of our church and 

community.” 
 Newsletter:  “As the coffin was closed, the mourners sang, ‘O God, Our Health and Age Has 

Past.” 
 Gifts and Memorials:  “$400 for Elevator Fun given by Helen…” 
 Sermon:  “How to Burn without Burning Out, by Pastor Wick” 
 Church sign: “One service beginning June 4th at 9am until September 10th” (That’s one long 

service!) 
  

http://www.solvehungertoday.org/


 

Join in celebrating Herb Greenlee’s 
90th birthday with cake and ice 

cream following worship service on 
September 10th. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO MAKE YOUR FAMILY BANNER,  
PATTERNS AVAILABLE ON FELLOWSHIP HALL CREDENZA 

 

 
 



Birth Announcement! 
 

The Martha-Ruth Circle has been in labor for several months now, and wishes to announce the 
end of The Martha-Ruth PW Circle, and the birth of a new community of women, called Faith 
Explorers!  Come join us for a year of faith explorations in community (September to June, 
though come to whichever ones you can)!   

Would you consider yourself a woman of faith?  What does this mean to you?  What does it 
mean to be a part of a faith community?  We each are part of a number of communities, and 
we bring these groups with us wherever we go because they have helped shape us.  Our 
community of friends and family, of study and worship, even our social and therapy 
groups…all are a part of our unique individual identities.  Unique individuals make for lively 
conversations as we explore our faith and what it means to live with others (and even other 
faiths) in community.   

We will be forming this new community at 9:30 am around coffee and thoughtful 
conversations facilitated by Judith Hardie, Nettie Parker and JoAnne Reid (usually at the 
church on the third Tuesday).  There will be no jobs to volunteer for, no dues to pay, no logs to 
keep or minutes to record; our gatherings will instead be more organically self-organizing as 
needs and ideas arise!  This years’ Horizons resource, Cloud of Witnesses:  The Community of 
Christ in Hebrews, has already been purchased, including several extras (stored in the church 
library) for new community members and guests.  Please find below our basic gathering plan, 
with the topic, facilitator, time and place listed.  

Remember, each conversation will stand on its own, so guests and drop-ins can engage 
without feeling like they’ve missed something. In fact, we will have missed them, because 
other points of view (traditional, progressive, even non-Christian) are needed, encouraged and 
genuinely welcomed! Come and help us cultivate an open and growing table of conversation 
about what it means to be a community. 

*September 19, in Cambridge, WI, “In Community with Jesus Christ,” facilitated by JoAnne  
October 17, at church, “In Community with the Living God,” facilitated by Nettie  

December 5, at Stockholm Inn, “In Community with God’s Messengers,” facilitated by                      

Judith (a Christmas Party) 
January 16, at church, “In Community with the Living Word,” facilitated by Nettie  

February 20, at church, “In Community with the Tradition of the Past,” facilitated by Judith 

March 20, at church, “In Community with the Reality of the Present,” facilitated by JoAnne  
April 17, at church, “In Community with the Hope of the Future,” facilitated by Judith 

May 15, at church, “In Community with the Household of Faith,” facilitated by JoAnne  

June 19, at church, “In Community with All the Saints,” facilitated by Nettie  

*Drivers are meeting at the church at 8:15am to caravan to the Spack’s home (Parking limited and 

more fun to ride together anyway!  Friends are welcome.) 

  



September 2017 All Church Calendar 
Sun 9/3 8:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Worship with Traditional Communion; Mission of the Month 
Stronghold, Chancel Choir sings for Worship 

 11:00 am Fellowship Hour 
  5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) 

Mon 9/4 --- Labor Day – Office Closed 
Tue 9/5 --- Preschool First Day for Tue/Thur Class 

 5:00 pm Music & Worship Committee Staff Evaluations 
 6:00 pm Music & Worship Meeting 

Wed 9/6 --- Preschool First Day for Mon/Wed/Fri Class 
 7:00-9:00 pm Session Meeting 
   

Sun 9/10 8:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship; Chancel Choir sings for Worship 

 11:00 am Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am Young People’s Choir Rehearsal 
 1:00-3:00 pm Youth Group Kick-off @ church 
  5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) 

Mon 9/11 9:00 am Mission TEAM Meeting 
Tue 9/12-Mon 9/18 Pastor CREDO Board of Pensions Retreat 

Thur 9/14 1:30 pm Deacon Meeting 
Fri 9/15 Noon Al-Anon Regional Meeting Set-up Fellowship Hall & Kitchen 

 Evening Al-Anon Regional Speaker Meeting  
Sat 9/16 8:00 am-3:30 pm Al-Anon Regional Business Meeting Fellowship Hall & Kitchen 

   

Sun 9/17 8:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 9:00-9:45 am Walking the Bible, Week 1 (Library) 
 10:00 am Worship; Pulpit Supply, Chancel Choir sings for Worship 

 10:30-11:00 am  Children’s Sunday School 
 11:00 am Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am Young People’s Choir Rehearsal 
 1:00-3:00 pm Youth Group @ church 
  5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) 

Tue 9/19 8:00 am Buildings & Grounds Meeting 
 8:15 am Faith Explorers will caravan to Wisconsin from the church 

Wed 9/20 --- Deadline for October Calendar & Streamer Input 
 6:00-6:45 pm Walking the Bible, Week 1 (Library) 

Thur 9/21 10:00-10:45 am Walking the Bible, Week 1 (Library) 
Fri 9/22 5:00 pm Sarah Boeke/Bradley Goebel Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat 9/23 3:00 pm Sarah Boeke/Bradley Goebel Wedding 
   

Sun 9/24 8:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 9:00 am Young People’s Choir joins Rehearsal 
 9:00-9:45 am Walking the Bible, Week 2 (Library) 
 10:00 am Worship; Kirkin Celebration & Picnic, Chancel & Young People’s 

Choirs sing for worship  
  5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) 

Tue 9/26 11:00 am Pastor Stronghold Meeting 
Wed 9/27 6:00-6:45 pm Walking the Bible, Week 2 (Library) 
Thur 9/28 10:00-10:45 am Walking the Bible, Week 2 (Library) 

  



  



 
 

Sunday, October 15 
Heartland Community Church-Rockford 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Registration Forms are available at Church on the Fellowship Hall Credenza 


