STREAMER
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church of Argyle
7300 Belvidere Road
Caledonia, Illinois 61011
815-885-3455

February 2018
Greetings, Willow Creek Sisters and Brothers!
If you have been in church this year, if you have seen me on social media, you know that I have
been talking about the work of Christmas continuing. Why? I’d like to share some wisdom
from a theologian to whom I was introduced when I was 17, leaving home and dreaming of
ministry--serving God and the Beloved Community.
“Where refugees seek deliverance that never comes
And the heart consumes itself as if it would live,
Where children age before their time
And life wears down the edges of the mind,
Where the old man sits with mind grown cold,
While bones and sinew, blood and cell, go slowly down to death,
Where fear companions each day's life,
And Perfect Love seems long delayed.
Christmas is waiting to be born:
In you, in me, in all mankind.”1
“I will light Candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.
“When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
To make music in the heart.”2

This is February... the month of Valentine’s Day, when we focus on Love and the matters of
the <3; the month of Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent, where we confess where we have
fallen short and turn back to God’s will for us; the month of the Olympics, when we celebrate
all the giftedness of the people of the world, when we come together in peace and goodwill;
the month of Black History, when America confesses that it has not always lived up to its own
values; the month of “I’ve got to get my Christmas lights down the next warm front that comes
through.”
This is February, the month when we meet as a congregation (2/11); the month when we
make Valentines (also on 2/11) for our adopted family at Maple Crest, and gather with them
to worship on Ash Wednesday (at 10:30 am); the month when we have ample opportunity to
learn about Jesus (Sundays and Wednesdays starting 2/21). This is February, the month when
we decide to light a candle for Christmas in our hearts, and do everything we can in this
fellowship, this community, to more authentically know and show Christ to the world!
“Community cannot feed for long on itself; it can only flourish where always the boundaries
are giving way to the coming of others from beyond them — unknown and undiscovered
brothers (and sisters).”3
What does this mean for us if we are truly a faith community, growing together, sharing the
love of Christ? “Don't ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come
alive and then go do that. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.”4 At
17, I wanted to change the world! With God’s inspiration and help, I still want to be alive and
useful in the building up of peace, community, and love, for the sake of Christ. Do you?
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"Christmas Is Waiting to be Born" in The Mood of Christmas & Other Celebrations (1985)
"The Work of Christmas" in The Mood of Christmas & Other Celebrations (1985) This has more recently been set to
music by British composer and songwriter Adrian Payne, both as a song and as a choral (SATB) piece.
The Search For Common Ground : An Inquiry Into The Basis Of Man's Experience Of Community (1971), p. 104
As quoted in Violence Unveiled (1996) by Gil Bailie, p. xv

Lenten Study Opportunities
Ash Wednesday, 2/14, 10:30 am Worship at Maple Crest or
7:00 pm Worship at Willow Creek
Wednesdays, 2/21-3/28, 11:00 am Lunch and Study at Boone County Family Restaurant (or
5:30 pm Dinner and Study at church (kids are WELCOME!!)
Please Sign-up or RSVP with Pastor Judith so that she can reserve enough seats for lunch and
enough eats and coloring sheets for dinner!

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of Presbyterian
Women. Caring people like you help ensure that necessary funds are in place
to support all Presbyterian women as we carry out the PW Purpose
together—a purpose that includes Bible study, advocacy for justice and
peace, mission work around the world, and the work of the PC(USA).
We thank you again for your generosity, and I personally send blessings and
prayers to you as we continue this journey together.
Gratefully, Carol Lloyd Winkler, Moderator, 2015-2018
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church sent a Presbyterian Women Thank Offering of $831

Dear Willow Creek Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your recent donation to the General Mills
Box Tops Program received on 12/18/2017.
This program has been of great benefit to our oncampus school. To date we have received over $30,000
dollars since the inception of the Box Tops Program.
These funds help support our Accelerated Reading
Program. This program helps teachers monitor the
student's independent reading. Students select a book
that is of interest to them. Teachers assist in picking a book at an appropriate readability level.
When the student is finished reading, they take a quiz that will give feedback to the teacher,
who then uses the results to help set goals and ongoing reading practice. Our teachers have
stated that this program has greatly increased reading interest and comprehension. It might
be that pizza and ice cream for participation and success in this program is an added incentive
for students! Box Tops funds also help out with other expenses involved with our educational
program.
You are helping make a positive difference in these young people's lives.
Sincerely, Alice Christenberry, Associate Director of Financial Development

Additions to January Streamer
Christmas Card Tree on Sanctuary Landing
If you did not receive a Christmas Card from the following people, it is because
they made a contribution to WCPC as part of the Kemmerer Village Project
instead of mailing a card.
Dave and Phyllis Cummings
The Miskell Family
Carol Norem

I want to thank Jim and Delores Hall for stopping by
for a visit. They brought so many things, including a
poinsettia, broccoli cheese soup, chocolate chip
cookies, calendars, and some humorous booklets. I
want to thank them for thinking of me.
I would also like to thank everyone at church that
continues to pray for me. It is nice to have so many
friends at Willow Creek Church.
Thank you again,
Todd Greenlee

THANK YOU!
Thank you for the wonderful gifts
that were given to the Baby Angel
Closet at the Birthday Party for
Jesus.
Thank you so much for your
generosity.

Thank you to all who helped with the Church Undecorating and Crock Pot
Potluck. Many hands made light work!

STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes individuals,
couples or groups that serve God through Willow Creek
Presbyterian Church.
Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome stand
outside Fellowship Hall near the Education Wing. Completed nominations can be deposited in
the box on the welcome stand. Nominations can also be made directly to Pastor Judith.

Want to help out at Northern IL Food Bank?
Go to website www.SolveHungerToday.org
or call 815-639-1257 to sign up.

Fellowship is an important part of our gathering. Sign-up is
available in the Kitchen Window. Help us welcome newcomers
with light refreshments and warm hearts. If you need any
assistance setting up or serving for Fellowship, please call Sandy
Bell cell # 815-871-6301.

Habitat for Humanity - Boone County
If you are interested in putting together a work crew, contact Beth @ Habitat
(phone 815-980-6247). There are ongoing builds in both the Belvidere and
South Rockford areas.

WCPC Operating Statistics
$1,731.45 -- That is how much we fell short of covering our losses
for 2017! Amazing. Amazing indeed. Hallelujah!!! In case one
wonders what it would have taken per week to break even on
the year, that would have been an additional $32.67. Not all that
much when we think about it. Thanks be to God and to you for
making this happen, and thanks again for your continued
support. Well done!

WCPC Operating Statistics
December 2017
Year-to-Date
Income

24,851.18

164,845.07

Expenses

12,781.80

166,576.52

12,069.38

(1,731.45)

Do you like to sing or play an instrument? We are looking for people to
share their gifts of music as anthems and offertories during worship. Please
talk to Pastor Judith if you (or someone you know) is interested.
Choir Rehearsal:
The Chancel Choir (all voices, youth included) will continue to sing on the
first Sunday of the month. Rehearsal at 8:45 am on First Sundays.

Children's Sunday School (geared for children in grades PreK-5th)
Feb 4- 11:15
Feb 18- 10:30
Mar 4- 11:15
Mar 18- 10:30

Apr 8- 11:15
Apr 15- 10:30
Apr 29- 11:15

Youth Group February Dates
Feb. 11 - lunch, games and a lesson at church 11:30-1:30
Feb. 18 - Family Bowling all church members are invited (stay
turned for more details)
Feb. 25 - lunch, games and a lesson at church 11:30-1:30

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 11th following Worship
Called for the purpose of receiving
2017 Annual Report and 2018 Budget

Mariners
Tuesday, February 13 at 11:30 am at the Hoffman House in Rockford. Nettie
Parker hosting. Please join us!

Faith Explorers
February 20th at 9:30 am
Faith Explorers @ Church; “In Community with the Tradition
of the Past” facilitated by Pastor Judith

Thur 2/1
Sun 2/4

Tue 2/6
Thur 2/8
Sun 2/11

Tue 2/13

Wed 2/14

Fri 2/16- Tue 2/20
Sun 2/18

Tue 2/20

Wed 2/21
Sun 2/25

Tue 2/27
Wed 2/28

February 2018 All Church Calendar
Noon Pastor Stateline Pastor’s Luncheon
5:30-8:30 pm Argyle Room Reserved-Jodi Henderson
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am
5:00-6:00 pm
7:50-8:50 am
7:00-9:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:30-8:30 pm

Choir Practice
Worship with Traditional Communion; Mission of the Month Credo
Fellowship
Children’s Sunday School
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Pastor @ Washington Academy in Belvidere
Session Meeting
Deacon Meeting
Argyle Room Reserved-Jodi Henderson

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am-1:30 pm
5:00-6:00 pm
6:15 pm -7:30 pm
7:50-8:50 am
9:00 am- 3:00 pm
11:30 am
10:30 am

Worship followed by Annual Meeting
Fellowship (Making Valentines for Maple Crest)
Youth Group-Lunch, games, and a lesson at church
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Drum Circle
Pastor @ Washington Academy in Belvidere
Presbyterian Meeting at First Presbyterian in Belvidere
Mariners @ the Hoffman House for Lunch
Maple Crest Ash Wednesday Service (arrive @ 10:15 to help &
gather)
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service @ WCPC
--- No Preshool Presidents’ Day Break

Worship with Communion by Intinction; 1st Sunday of Lent
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship
Youth Group-Family Bowling-all church members are invited
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Pastor @ Washington Academy in Belvidere
Buildings & Grounds Meeting
Faith Explorers @ Church; “In Community with the Tradition of the
Past” facilitated by Pastor Judith
11:00 am Lenten Lunch @ Boone County Family Restaurant
5:30 pm Lenten Supper @ WCPC (Kids Welcome)

10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
5:00-6:00 pm
7:50-8:50 am
8:00 am
9:30 am

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am-1:30 pm
5:00-6:00 pm
7:50-8:50 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm

Worship with Communion by Intinction; 2nd Sunday of Lent
Fellowship Hour
Youth Group-Lunch, games, and a lesson at church
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Pastor @ Washington Academy in Belvidere
Pastor-Presbytery Council @ Stronghold
Lenten Lunch @ Boone County Family Restaurant
Lenten Supper @ WCPC (Kids Welcome)

Ash Wednesday
Wed., February 14
10:30 AM Service with Ashes @ Maple Crest
Nursing Home in Belvidere
7:00 PM Imposition of Ashes and Communion
First Sunday in Lent
Sun, February 18
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 25
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 4
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 11
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 18
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 25
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, March 29
7:00 pm Worship with Communion by Intinction
Good Friday
Friday, March 30
Worship Community Service TBD
Easter Sunday, April 1
8:00 am Sunrise Service @ Scottish Cemetery
8:45 am Breakfast @ WC
9:30 Easter Egg Hunt @ WC
10:00 Worship with Traditional Communion @ WC

WILLOW CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATEMENT OF INCOME and EXPENSE
Actual vs Budget
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2017

Budget

Actual

Variance

REVENUES:
Contributions - General
Contributions - Special
Other Income
Endowment
School & Event
Total Revenue

130,100
600
4,950
3,600
500

144,369
2,878
9,516
7,107
975

14,269
2,278
4,566
3,507
475

139,750

164,845

25,095

110,915
5,150
2,935
550
46,000
4,714
200
700
3,600
2,300
177,064

108,083
1,997
2,281
608
43,684
3,355
700
3,600
2,268
166,576

2,832
3,153
654
(58)
2,316
1,359
200
32
10,488

EXPENSES:
MINISTRY OF:
Personnel
Christian Ed & Youth
Music & Worship
Member & Stewardship
Building & Grounds
Session
Deacons
Missions - Denominational
Endowment Supported
Designated
Other
Total Expense

Change in cash from operations

(37,314)

(1,731)

35,583

2,262

OTHER:
Dedicated Accounts, Pre-School
& Liabilities

-

(2,262)

Net Cash Transfers To/(From)
Investments

-

-

Change in cash since January 1, 2017

(37,314)

531

-

37,845

Easter Flower Order Form
Would you like to order Easter Flowers in memory of a loved one or in honor of a
special person? The cost is $12.50, and you may order Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils or
Hyacinths. You may take your flower home, or donate it for the Deacons to deliver to the elderly and infirm.
Please fill out this form and drop it in the collection plate on Sunday morning or mail it to the church. The

deadline to order is Monday, March 12.
Type of Flower ______________________ Quantity __________
In Loving Memory of _____________________________________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________________________________________
Donor Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: ______________________________

Please make checks payable to Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, with memo: Easter Flowers.
Flowers not picked up prior to Tuesday, April 3 will be delivered
by the Church Deacons to the elderly and infirmed.

