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It’s not about having drums in worship, an updated kitchen, or a chic, coffeehouse atmosphere; nor is it
about having a new mission statement or church logo. These things may happen, but that is not what it is
all about. There is no magic bullet to saving our church.
We need to keep our worship and our facilities open and relevant. We might need a memorable church
logo, or a catchy mission statement, like “Gathering, Growing and Going;” but if we are not actually doing
these three things, we may have lost our way. Sure, the rebranding might get a few new people to visit,
but external changes alone won’t inspire them to stay and play church with us.
We all know that real change comes from within, but it is just so much easier to focus on curb appeal and
to talk about external change. We can debate these changes, consider them again next month, and even
table the discussion for a little bit to help us figure out what we really want to talk about. We can even
vote some of these external changes into being. They don’t require much sacrifice or work to implement
them. That’s why it’s so tempting to focus on them.
But it’s the internals—the relationships we build with God and community, the testimony we speak with
our mouths and lives--that need work. That’s where real change has to happen. And we can’t vote that
into being, we have to live into it.
Through our New Beginnings study beginning last summer, we have learned that growing as a church is
less about changing the easy externals of our lives together, and more about changing the internal ways
we labor to follow in Jesus’ footsteps as his disciples, embodying the message of Christ’s love and sharing
it in ways that our community can hear it.
“A Faith Community, Growing Together, Sharing the Love of Christ” continues to be the guiding value
shaping our new goals and visions of building strong relationships, developing willing disciples, and
partnering with compassionate ministries in our wider community. We are eager to utilize our resources
in new ways, to deepen our relationships and fellowship with God and one another, and to expand
Christ’s loving reach beyond our walls.
Session does not want this vision to be all talk and no action, and so has approved a benchmark guideline
to help evaluate our progress and is currently working to create new ways of organizing its own work into
three ministry areas (basically our resources, our fellowship, and our outreach). Our goal is to
decentralize and empower members to help guide our congregation into new life in Christ. The church of
tomorrow is a church where members are disciples following Christ into the world, where ideas are tried
and celebrated (even if they don’t stick to the wall, so to speak), and where the Gospel is not only
preached, but lived.
No, there is no magic bullet that will slay the fire-breathing dragons we call a lack of finances, the
absence of worshippers, or the dearth of willing investors of talent—unless commitment, enthusiastic
innovation, and a willingness to risk failure is a magic bullet. More likely it’s just good, old-fashioned hard
work and entrepreneurial spirit that we would rather not commit to. Magic bullets and external change
are just so much easier than real, true, inward, Christ-following change.
Thank goodness our faith community is filled with emerging and re-emerging Christ followers. Praise
God!

Dear Mariners Group,
On behalf of Rockford MELD we would like to thank you for your generous donation
of $25.00. Your support to MELD is truly appreciated.
Each year Rockford MELD continues to advance our mission ... "guiding young
parents to build a strong family and lead a responsible life by providing shelter,
education and life skills training". Through our programs, MELD's homeless
emergency shelter, transitional living housing, young parent support groups,
education and employment assistance and prevention education, we have seen many lives
change for the better.
Our goal at MELD is to make a difference in the lives of many families right here in our
community. With the continued support of contributions to our agency, we can assist many
young parents and families.
Thanks again for your generous support to MELD.
Sincerely, Vikki Noe-Eltvedt, Executive Director
Rev. Hardie and Willow Creek Friends,
Thank you so much for your immediate and generous response to our call
for Knight’s Circle Level gifts prior to the arrival of our new Stronghold
Camp Executive Director.
With your gift, we now have 66 donor names on our Knight’s circle roster!!
Again, Thank you!!
John R. Mecklenburg, CFRE, Director of Fund Development
(Note: The Mission/Membership/Stewardship Committee voted to send $250 in Mission Funds
to the Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center Knights Circle Fund.)
THANK YOU!
For your Birthday Offerings of $265 to which will be added $225 for the Mission
of the month. This total will be sent to Blackhawk Presbyterian Women’s
Association to be added to the national total. That total offering will go to:
Heartland 180, Overland, Kansas; Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley,
Oakland, California; Building Minds in Sudan, Pittsford, New York; Direct Action
and Research Training Center, Miami, Florida. All of these programs affect
literacy and justice ministries for children.
Pentecost Offering
Thank you for your donations!
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage,
develop, and support its young people, and also address the
needs of at-risk children.

We thank all who have signed up to host Fellowship on Sunday mornings.
We hope you will also help us provide refreshments on the blank Sundays.
When you are baking at home, bake extra for the church. We will “Bank
Baked Goods” in the freezer (labeled & dated) and get them out for
Fellowship whenever we have a blank Sunday.

STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes individuals,
couples or groups that serve God through Willow Creek
Presbyterian Church.
Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome stand outside
Fellowship Hall near the Education Wing. Completed nominations can be deposited in the box on
the welcome stand. Nominations can also be made directly to members of the Mission,
Membership and Stewardship Committee (David Ensminger, Pat Nortch, Delores Hall, Jim Hall) or
Pastor Judith.

Mission & New Beginnings
One leg of the New Beginnings was to get us out into the
community. Willow Creek is planning to have a booth at the GPS
Farmers Market this summer. The market opens May 26 and runs
through September 22, that is a Thursday from 3 – 7 p.m. We
hope you will want to be a part of this “adventure” either by
supplying produce from your gardens, baked goods, plants, soaps,
or other homemade items. Since this will be a first time experience for all of us, we thought we
could learn (and possibly host a market here in the future) from the GPS people since their
Market is established and successful. We hope you will plant an extra row of something in your
garden, perhaps bring some berries, breads, etc. They even have live music from 5-7 p.m. and
hot food. It could be an afternoon/evening out. There will be opportunities to man the booth as
well as come to shop. GPS in located on North Second Street in Machesney Park, about ½ mile
north of 173. We need to begin to plan now, May is just a wink away. If you have any questions,
ask Pastor or one of our elders. Please watch for sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall! Thank
you!

Peace & Global Witness Special Offerings
September 3 – October 2
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems
of injustice across the world.

Congratulations Sara Rottman
2016 South Beloit High School Prom Queen

Argyle Preschool has openings for both the Mon/Wed/Fri and Tue/Thur Class.
Please contact Stephanie Konen

WCPC Operating Statistics
April 2016
On average, expenses ran $4,382.50 per month more
than income for the four months ended April 30th. Our
Church has only been able to absorb these losses due to
the receipts of Gifts and Bequests in previous years.
This practice will come to an end in this calendar year.
If at all possible, please consider increasing your pledge
to help cover the expense of operations. Thank you.
WCPC Operating Statistics
Income

April, 2016
9,522.00

Year-to-Date
37,520.00

Expenses

12,738.00

55,050.00

(3,216.00)

(17,530.00)

Excess/(Deficit)

Youth Group Lock-in - Fri, June 3rd at 5:30pm to Sat, June 4th at 9:00am
Pizza & Pop for supper will be provided; along with breakfast food. Please bring:
 Old t-shirts to be cut and tied into blankets for the pet shelter
 Sharp scissors for cutting (if you have some already)
 A favorite movie that has a lesson in it (We'll vote on what movie to watch)
 A friend if you'd like to invite one:)
 Sleeping stuff

Study Group - Wednesday, June 8
6 pm to 8:30 pm (come for as long as you can) @ Mary’s Market
We’ve decided to take a break from meaty biblical, or historical, or theological books
and read something spiritually uplifting. We plan to discuss the full book together in
June, and then pick our next book to read. Come join us, even if you haven’t been able
to read the book. The fellowship and conversation is energizing!
Mariners
Wednesday, June 15 @ 11:30 am
Graystone Grill @ Aldeen Golf Course, 1902 Reid Farm Road, Rockford
Wilbur and JoAnn Reid Hosting

Martha Ruth Circle
Tuesday, June 21 @ 9:30 am
Janet Ensminger Hosting at her home; 4058 Pepper Drive, Rockford

Choir Rehearsal:
Sunday, June 5, 12, 19, and 26 @ 8:30 am
Chancel Choir Sings for Worship June 5, 12, 19, and 26

We are very excited to announce that a new Bell Choir Director has been
hired. Sharon Beu lives in the Poplar Grove area and has played bells and
directed bells. She has a musical background and we look forward to
working with her and hearing the bells play in church again!!
A very warm welcome Sharon!

CALLING ALL BELL RINGERS
(present ringers and anyone who would like to try us out)…
We will be having a casual "get together" to meet Sharon Beu, the new Bell Choir
Director on June 12th @ 3:00pm at John and Kim Reids. We’ll discuss when we will be
playing and practice schedules. If anyone is interested in ringing or needs more
information, please call Kim Reid 815-885-3604.

Skiffers
Sunday, June 26, Jack and Jean Greenlee will
host Skiffers starting at 3 p.m. with a horsedrawn wagon ride. There will be a light meal at
5 p.m. Greenlees will furnish sandwiches,
drinks, and table setting. Please bring a dish to
pass. It would be appreciated if you could let
Jack or Jean know if you will attend (815-292-3010) to help with the planning.
Guests are always welcome.

Worship in the Park
Sunday, July 24, 2016
10:00 am

Come join us for Worship in the Park on Sunday July 24th at 10:00 am. It will be held at the Lion's
Club shelter at Rock Cut State Park (Handicap parking available). There will be a potluck lunch
after the worship service. Please bring your own meat to grill, a dish to pass, and lawn chairs.
Table service and drinks will be provided. Games will be available for play after worship.
Come enjoy God's beautiful outdoors!

Rock Cut State Park
Lions Club Shelter

Sunday, September 18 - Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans
Planning Meetings : Sunday, June 26 @ 11:15 am
Sunday, July 31 @ 11:15 am
After Worship in the Kitchen Table Area

June 2016 All Church

Wed 6/1

--7:00 pm-9:00 pm
Fri 6/3, 5:30 pm-Sat 6/4, 9:00 am
Sun 6/5
8:30 am
10:00 am

Wed 6/8
Thur 6/9
Fri 6/10
Sun 6/12

Mon 6/13
Tue 6/14
Wed 6/15

Sun 6/19

Mon 6/20
Tue 6/21
Thur 6/23-6/26
Sun 6/26

Mon 6/27-7/1

Tue 6/28

11:00 am
5:00-6:00 pm
7:30-9:30 am
6:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:15-5:45 pm

Pastor Vacation Continues thru 6/3
Session Workshop
Youth Group Lock-in
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship w/ Communion by Intinction; Mission-Stronghold; Chancel
Choir Sings for Worship
Fellowship
AA Meeting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Caffeined in Roscoe
Book Review (Fearless) @ Mary’s Market
Deacon Meeting
Girl Scouts Kitchen & Fellowship Hall

8:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am
3:00 pm
5:00-6:00 pm
9:00 am
--8:00 am
7:30-9:30 am
11:30 am

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship; Chancel Choir Sings for Worship
Fellowship
Christian Education Meeting in Library
Bell Choir “Get Together” meet Sharon Beu @ John & Kim Reids
AA Meeting
Mission/Membership/Stewardship Meeting
Presbyterian Meeting in Pontiac (Pastor & Delores Hall attending)
Buildings & Grounds Meeting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Caffeined in Roscoe
Mariners @ Graystone Grill – Aldeen Golf Course, 1902 Reid Farm
Rd, Rockford (Wilbur & JoAnne Reid Hosting)

8:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
5:00-6:00 pm
--9:30 am

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship; Father’s Day; Chancel Choir Sings for Worship
Fellowship
AA Meeting
Streamer Submission Deadline
Martha Ruth Circle-Janet Ensminger Hosting
Pastor Vacation

8:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am
11:15 am
3:00 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship; Chancel Choir Sings for Worship
Fellowship, Pulpit Supply
Finance & Personnel Meeting in Church Library
Kirkin Planning Meeting Kitchen Table Area
Skiffers @ Jack & Jean Greenlee’s Farm; Horse-drawn wagon ride;
light meal @ 5 pm; Greenlees will furnish sandwiches, drinks, &
table setting, please bring dish to pass. It would be appreciated if
you let Jack or Jean know you will be attending (815-292-3010) to
help with planning. Guests are always welcome.
5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (meet in Library on this night)
5:30 pm -7:30 pm Family Fun Night Willow Creek Summer Camp Kick-off – Fun for all
ages (2-102)
9:00 am-noon
9:00 am–3:30 pm
9:00 am-3:30 pm
5:30 pm

Vacation Bible School (Ages 4-5)
Stronghold Day Camp for Elementary (Grades 1-5)
Middle School Mission Tour (Grades 6-9)
Music and Worship Meeting

Stronghold Summer Camp Registration Now Open!
Experience a special Christian community at Stronghold and make this a summer that you will always remember. Summer camp
programs are available for Kindergarden-12th graders, and there is something for everyone. Make your plans today for camp to
be a part of your summer. You can register online or download a paper registration form at www.strongholdcenter.org or get a
brochure by contacting the Stronghold office at info@strongholdcenter.org or 819-732-6111.
Stronghold Summer Camp 2016 Ministry Team
We would like to take the opportunity to introduce you to our 2016 summer ministry team. Once again we have hired a diverse
team from all over the globe.
Daniel Williams
Wales
Rouven Baumer
Germany
Mallory Weidmer
USA
Gemma Mclean
Scotland
Isabelle Peterson
New Zealand
Luis Pina Rivera
Mexico
Federico Gerlein
Columbia
Rachel Cayetano
Australia
Sahuna Stewart
Ireland
Andrew Sherrod
USA
Emily Blackwell
Australia
Piort Wloch
Poland
Krystian Reike
Poland
Leola Eko
USA
Dayna Neidich
USA
th
Staff Training will begin on MAY 28 2016 and we are still looking to fill the following positions:
Nurse/Health Officer
Arts and Crafts Director
Male and Female Counselors
Challenge Course Director
Please consider adding these people, along with Ryan Anderson and Richard Simpson to your Prayer list this summer.
If you know someone, please direct them to www.strongholdcenter.org where they can download an application packet or direct
them to Ryan Anderson via email (ryan@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext. 609
Stronghold (off-site) Day Camp
For those interested hosting a future Stronghold Day Camp program at your church and would like to learn a little more about the
program or for those that have campers that would like to participate in a local day camp program the Stronghold Day Camp
Program a full list is available on www.strongholdcenter.org/eventscalendar.html or email Richard Simpson
(richard@strongholdcenter.org) for more information.
Stronghold Ye Olde English Faire
Save the Date! On October 1st and 2nd Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center will transform its grounds into Elizabethan England to
celebrate our Olde English Faire. Knights in armor and jesters will roam the grounds, entertainers will perform for you and vendors
offer a range of goods for sale.
Stronghold 5K Run to the Castle
RETREAT! Run to the Castle by way of hilly trail and smooth gravel paths to arrive safely in the Castle courtyard.
For the second year in a row, Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center will host a 5k run for participants of all ages. This event will
take place on September 3rd 2016. Mark your calendars and ‘like’ our Facebook page to stay in the loop!
To get all the information as it becomes available please email Chris Busker via email (chris@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815732-6111 ext. 607.
Stronghold - Renovations to retreat facilities
Stronghold recently undertook to huge renovation projects at two of our retreat facilities; Sears Center and Barrick Lodge. These
improvements are designed to improve your stay in these facilities as well as updating the interiors of these buildings.
At Sears Center we have:
 Replaced the roof
 Removed and replaced old drywall
 Painted all bedrooms
 Re-carpeted the whole building
 Added outside lights on the deck area
 Added lattice and mulch to the outside area.
At Barrick Lodge we have:
 Renovated downstairs bathroom area
 Added washer and dryer
 Added a new driveway and parking area
 Replaced upstairs shower
 Replaced kitchen sink faucets and plumbing
 New outside lighting both front and back
 Refurbished the fire pit and added additional seating to this area.
If you or someone you know would like to rent one of our facilities please contact Diane Brianard Jogerst (reservations@
strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext 613.

