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Q: "What animal can jump higher than a house?" A: "All of them, because a house can't jump!"
Isn't that great? The joke sets you up by making you go through your whole mental inventory of
'jumping animals' then pulls the rug out from under you with a neat little trick of grammar! While
I’ve been seeing kangaroos and antelopes, what I should have been looking at was the sentence
construction, recognizing the hidden inference: "What animal can jump higher than a house (can
jump)?” I mention this today because riddles and jokes and particularly laughter, are a prominent
part of the scripture that came up in my daily devotion the day I set aside to write my monthly
Streamer article.
Sarah laughs behind the tent flap when she hears the Angel of the Lord’s proclamation that she is
going to give birth to a son in her old age. She laughs, but little does she know the last laugh is
going to be on her. Abraham and Sarah have basically given up hope. Hopelessness is their new
normal. They can’t imagine ANY animals that can jump higher than a house, or any way Sarah can
have a child in her advanced old age. You would think by now they would have learned the
grammar of God—that God always keeps God’s promises--but they haven’t. And Sarah laughs.
And then an Angel challenges them with a riddle: "Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?"
(18:14, many versions say “too hard") This riddle pops up repeatedly in Scripture. It also confronts
us at this time in the life of our congregation. “Is anything impossible for the Lord?” As my
second favorite OT Theologian/Writer Walter Brueggemann has noted, “it doesn't come as a
statement, an assertion or a proposition, but as a question, ‘Is anything impossible for the Lord?’
It comes as a question because it is central to everything. It is the fundamental question that
every human must answer. It comes as a question because the gospel requires a decision” from
us all.
If the question of the Lord is answered, "Yes, some things are too hard, impossible for God,"
then God is not yet confessed as God. We have not conceded radical freedom to God. We
have determined to live in a closed universe where things are stable, reliable, and hopeless.
If, on the other hand, the question is answered, "No, nothing is impossible for God," that is
an answer which so accepts God's freedom that the self and the world are fully entrusted to
God and to no other."
We often tramp through the world, beaten, barren and hopeless, only able to laugh or ridicule
the hopes and dreams of others because we haven’t entrusted ourselves fully to the power of a
God who keeps promises. On Good Friday the followers mourn, and return to their former ways.

On Easter morning Jesus rises from the dead, God laughs and all of Creation shouts with joy!
Sarah laughs at God in her barrenness, but then Isaac is born and a whole new kind of laughter
bubbles up inside her. The laughter and joy of an unexpected new beginning.
I can imagine there were many times when parenting was quite difficult at such an old age, yet
we learn through the story of a father, willing to sacrifice a son, that when God is trusted, when
God’s Will is followed, God makes a way where there seems to be no way. By now I hope you
have heard how our new beginning as a congregation will involve many individual and corporate
new beginnings. We will be empowering a new thrust in volunteerism, in each one discovering,
developing and using the gifts of God in our community. We will be engaging in local mission
work through forging new partnerships with other ecumenical and community programs. And, we
will be strengthening the ways we connect with one another, with our community, and with God,
through expanding upon one of our greatest talents, fellowship and hospitality. Some may laugh,
ridicule, or even try to limit this new life being born to a 170-year-old congregation. When
difficulties arise, and they will, let’s laugh with God, fully believing the promise: All things work
together for good, for those that love the Lord. Amen?
Please, help us to dream and connect. What needs, what ministries/programs, what talents,
what partnerships has God brought to your mind as a Christ follower living near Rockford?
Where do you sense God calling you to go? What new life, no matter how impossible, may God
be creating in you, in us? Want to come talk about it in the midst of our community? In
February, I will be officing on Wednesdays with expanded hours! The first three Wednesdays
from 7:30-10:30am and 2-4pm, and the last Wednesday, 2/24 from 7:30-10:30am and 5:308:30pm, all at Mary’s Market on McFarland in Rockford. Please also feel free to suggest where
and when I spend my Wednesdays in March, I’ll try to listen and adjust!!

Cancelled – The Women’s Retreat scheduled for February 5-7 through
Blackhawk Presbytery has been cancelled and will be re-scheduled the
first weekend in November.

I want to thank everyone for the phone calls, e-mails, cards,
prayers and visits. It really meant a lot to me and helped me get
through this ordeal. I couldn't have done it on my own!
David Ensminger

Dear Willow Creek Family,
Our family would like to thank you most sincerely for all
your prayers, kindness and generosity during the passing
of our mother, Betty Ralston. Special thank you to Pastor
Judith for visits and prayers. We believe Mom will hold a
spot in the heart of all who knew her.
Bless all of you.
Bob Ralston
Sandy Bell
Dave Ralston

Thanks to everyone for the prayers, calls and cards during
Richard’s treatments. We miss you all and hope to return to
church soon.
Thanks,
Pat & Richard Nortch

Thank you for the wonderful gifts that were given to the Baby
Angel Closet at the Birthday Party for Jesus. We received: bottles,
nipples, pacifiers, safety swabs, teething beads, baby powder,
baby shampoo baby wash, healing ointment, diapers in sizes
Newborn to three and wipes, onesies in the little sizes, and
money to buy other things that might be needed. These are all
things the young mothers who are our clients need. Thank you so
much for your generosity.

STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes
individuals, couples or groups that serve God
through Willow Creek Presbyterian Church.
Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome
stand outside Fellowship Hall near the Education
Wing. Completed nominations can be deposited in the box on the welcome stand. Nominations
can also be made directly to members of the Mission, Membership and Stewardship Committee
(David Ensminger, Pat Nortch, Delores Hall, Jim Hall) or Pastor Judith.
The recipients of the ABCD Commemorative Cup to date are as follows: John Reid, Jim Ralston,
April Rottman, Karli Rankin, Dianne Londo, Rich Londo, Herb Greenlee, Elizabeth Finley, Katherine
Finley, Donna Hamilton, Les Hamilton, Maren Reid, Lucas Greenlee, Delores Hall, Jim Hall, and
Pastor Judith.

We thank all who have signed up to host Fellowship on Sunday
mornings. We hope you will also help us provide refreshments on the
blank Sundays. When you are baking at home, bake extra for the
church. We will “Bank Baked Goods” in the freezer (labeled & dated)
and get them out for Fellowship whenever we have a blank Sunday.

Additions to January 2016 Streamer
Christmas Card Tree on Sanctuary Landing
If you did not receive a Christmas Card from the following people, check the
Christmas Card Tree. They made a contribution to WCPC as part of the
Kemmerer Village Project instead of mailing a card.
Dick & Carolyn Wheeler
JoAnne & Wilbur Reid

A WARM Thank you for your generous donations of scarves, mittens, gloves and
hats to the Christmas Giving Tree. Rockford Rescue Mission was very appreciative
of the donation.

Dear Willow Creek Presbyterian Church:
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15: 13
What an incredible gift ($630 Check) you've shared this Christmas!
Thank you for helping feed hungry people this holiday season with your
congregation's recent gift -- and for giving so many the opportunity to find hope here at Rockford
Rescue Mission.
All year, but especially at Christmas time, your gift is a lifeline for individuals struggling to make
ends meet ... or trying hard to get back on their feet after a painful addiction, or overcoming
long-term homelessness after having their lives turned upside down.
Your gift is a tangible way to reach out a helping hand and offer people the support they need
to heal, inside and out. It also gives them a gift that's truly priceless: hope that they can
change their lives ... and the help to move toward a much brighter future.
I want to thank your church family for the kindness, compassion and generosity you've shown
to men, women and children in the Rock River Valley. May God's joy and hope fill your lives this
Christmas and throughout the coming New Year.
Partners in Hope, Sherry Pitney, Executive Director

Dear Friends:
On behalf of all of our staff and guests here at Rockford Rescue Mission, thank
you for your recent donation (Hats, Scarves, Mittens, and Gloves)!
Your gifts help us care for hundreds of men, women and children who are
homeless and struggling with some of life's most difficult challenges. Many have
come to us with little more than the clothes on their backs and must temporarily rely on the
Mission for all their basic needs.
Contributions of goods and services also help offset our budget as they allow us to dedicate more
of our financial resources toward programs and services that empower our guests to rebuild
stable lives.
It takes gifts of every kind to make our work possible. Many of our friends also enjoy volunteering
at the Mission or desire to make financial contributions as well. If you're not already partnering
with us in this way, I invite you to also consider these additional opportunities for support.
Thank you again for your kindness and compassion. Your generosity is truly a blessing to our
ministry as we rescue, recover and restore broken lives. God bless you.
Partners in Hope, Sherry Pitney, Executive Director

Choir Rehearsal:
Sun, Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 8:30 am
Sing for Worship on Feb 8, 14, & 28
Young Peoples Choir Rehearsal:
Sun, Feb 7, and 14 @ 11:00 am
Sun, Feb 21 @ 9:30 am
Sing for Worship on Feb 21

Thank You
The Youth Group would like to thank you for your wonderful support of the Spaghetti Luncheon
and Silent Auction. Special thanks to Mike Landi’s folks, Dave Ensminger, Jackie Cummings Turbot,
Connor Kelley, Lee Pickett and Megan Rankin for donating items and services to auction off.

Willow Creek Youth Group
July 18-23, 2016 – Presbyterian Youth Triennium (PYT)
It is time to pray and make the commitment to go. PYT Participant
forms will be mailed to all eligible youth. Please fill them out and
make the required deposit by Feb. 7th! (If you need help with the
deposit, please contact Pastor Judith.)

Help them GO! PYT is a life giving, life changing, faith moving
experience! As the world changes, society shifts – and the church
expands – the need for vibrant young Presbyterians grows. Help your
young people GO to the next great place in their faith! Watch for our
upcoming fundraisers this year!
NOTE: We'll spend the night at Stronghold on July 18th. PYT
is for high school age youth, incoming freshmen to graduated
seniors.

Mariners
Wednesday, February 10 @ 11:30 am (Pastor Judith Hosting)
Private Room at Tavern on Clark. Skiffers are invited to attend. We will meet, eat,
have devotionals, and enjoy a “Hollywood Game Night” style fun time with Bible,
Church, and Hymn knowledge.

Wednesday, February 17
Book Study Group @ Mary’s Market
6 pm (some come @ 7) to 8:30 pm
(we will discuss Chapters 3 & 4)

The Annual Meeting of the Corporation has been called for February 21, 2016
after worship, for the purpose of receiving the 2016 Budget and the 2015 Annual
Reports.

Martha Ruth Circle
Tuesday, February 23 @ 9:30 am
Delores Hall Hosting at her Home

WCPC Operating Statistics
for November and December 2015
After running deficits in operating cash for seven out of
the first nine months of 2015, the Session authorized our
Treasurer to transfer $25,000 from the Gifts and Bequests Fund to the Church
operating accounts to pay for day-to-day expenses. Thankfully, operations ended on a positive
financial note at year-end. Although expenses exceeded income by an average of $2,322 per
month for the first nine month period, both November and December expenses were lower than
our income. November income was $19,526 vs. expenses of $16,903, and December income was
$24,210 vs. expenses of $14,808.
Thank you for your continuing generous blessings of financial resources! We will continue using
God’s resources to accomplish what we believe The Lord is asking us to do in this place and time.
WCPC Operating Statistics
November, 2015
Income
19,526.00

WCPC Operating Statistics
December, 2015
Income
24,210.00

Expenses

16,902.00

Expenses

14,808.00

Previous Month -Excess/(Deficit)

(2,818.00)

Previous Month -Excess/(Deficit)

2,623.00

WILLOW CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATEMENT OF INCOME and EXPENSE
Actual vs Budget
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015

Budget

Actual

Variance

REVENUES:
Contributions - General
Contributions - Special
Other Income
Endowment
School & Event
Total
Revenue

135,100
1,000
4,350
500

143,834
1,375
6,699
480

8,734
375
2,349
(20)

140,950

152,388

11,438

114,977
5,025
2,974
1,175
47,070
5,763
200
1,200

112,647
2,555
2,687
1,108
40,561
3,309
140
867
-

2,330
2,470
287
67
6,509
2,454
60
333
-

178,384

163,874

14,510

(37,434)

(11,486)

25,948

EXPENSES:
MINISTRY OF:
Personnel
Christian Ed & Youth
Music & Worship
Member & Stewardship
Building & Grounds
Session
Deacons
Missions - Budgeted
Unbudgeted
Total
Expense

Change in cash from operations

OTHER:
Dedicated Accounts, Pre-School
& Liabilities

-

(3,621)

3,621

Net Cash Transfers To/(From)
Investments

-

(25,000)

25,000

17,135

54,569

Change in cash since January 1,
2015

(37,434)

February 2016 All Church Calendar
Mon 2/1
--Tue 2/2
--Wed 2/3 7:30-10:30am & 2-4pm
7:00-9:00 pm
Thur 2/4
11:30 am
Fri 2/5
3:15-5:45 pm
Sat 2/6
8:00 pm
Sun 2/7

Mon 2/8
Tue 2/9
Wed 2/10

Thur 1/11
Fri 2/12
Sun 2/14

Mon 2/15
Tue 2/16

Wed 2/17

Fri 2/19
Sun 2/21

Tue 2/23
Wed 2/24
Sun 2/28

Pastor COM Retreat All Day
Pastor COM Retreat All Day
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Mary’s Market on McFarland in Rockford
Session Meeting
Pastor Stateline Clergy Lunch
Girl Scouts Kitchen & Fellowship Hall
Music & Worship Meeting

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
9:00 am
--7:30-10:30am & 2-4pm
11:30 am
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
---

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion; Mission Of Mth-CREDO
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Mission/Membership/Stewardship Meeting
Presbytery Meeting @ Third Presbyterian Rockford
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Mary’s Market on McFarland in Rockford
Mariners
Ash Wednesday Worship with Imposition of Ashes & Communion
Deacon Meeting
No Preschool President’s Day Holiday 2/12-2/16

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm
----8:00 am
11:00 am
7:30-10:30am & 2-4pm
11:30 am
6/7-8:30
--3:15-5:45 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Concert “In My Heart There Rings a Melody”
No Preschool President’s Day Holiday 2/12-2/16
No Preschool President’s Day Holiday 2/12-2/16
Building & Grounds Meeting
Pastor Stronghold Meeting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Mary’s Market on McFarland in Rockford
Presby Lunch
Book Club @ Mary’s Market (Chapters 3-4 Battle for God)
Streamer Deadline
Girl Scouts Kitchen & Fellowship Hall

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
9:30 am
7:30-10:30am & 5:308:30pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion by Intinction
Annual Meeting after Worship
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Martha Ruth Circle – Delores Hall Hosting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Mary’s Market on McFarland in Rockford

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 10
7:00 PM Worship with Ashes and Communion
First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 14
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 21
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 28
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 6
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 13
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 20
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, March 24
7:00 pm Worship with Communion by Intinction
Good Friday
Friday, March 25
Noon, Worship; Location TBD
Easter Sunday, Sunday, March 27
8:00 am Sunrise Service
8:45 am Breakfast
9:30 Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 Worship with Traditional Communion

Hello,
I have had the privilege of coming to Stronghold as a camper, working on summer staff and now my
job is to tell people about the Stronghold Experience. With that, I have compiled 50 reasons why
Stronghold matters. If you would like to know more about this list or you have a few stories of your
own, please give me a call at 815.732.6111 ext 607 or email chris@strongholdcenter.org.
Chris Busker, Marketing and Sales Director at Stronghold.
Why Stronghold matters to me:
1. Stronghold has the opportunity to improve the lives of future Christians.
2. The Hen-wee story
3. WE provide opportunities for the feeling of "If I can build something at Stronghold, I can create
something everywhere I go."
4. "Stronghold equipped me for a sermon on Father's day. That was the best gift I have given."
5. Walking the trails make you healthier.
6. Walter Strong, the man who refused to do business with AI Capone and helped reduce Chicago's
corruption, reinforces Christian convictions and inspires people to improve the world around them.
7. Make friends with people from different places and different ages.
8. It's a cage-free zoo.
9. Many say that the Rock River is dangerous. We have been safely canoeing on it for many years.
10. In the Swing-By-Choice, the participant feels trust in her team as they listen to what she says.

11. We combine excitement and safety into one program. As a result, it's educational, inspirational and
rewarding.
12. Stronghold has more unique ecosystems than other major outdoor education locations in the area.
13. 3 young men have invested into Stronghold's future with Eagle Scout projects.
14. Circle of pines is a worthwhile bible study setting.
15. Can't get to us? We come to you- ask how.
16. Our culture is this: Come as you are.
17. Even the castle started off as a barn. Stronghold's central image includes self-improvement. We help
you improve yourself.
18. Children see the glory of God's hand.
19. Stronghold gives children role models.
20. For many people who are not Presbyterian, it's a breath of fresh air.
21. Stronghold provides character building during educational and fun programs.
22. One of Stronghold's goal for the outdoor education program is to increase stewardship.
23. Go to the inactive quarries. It's a worthwhile setting to talk about God's power.
24. When no other place felt like home, Stronghold is here.
25. Remember the judgmental days of Jr. High? Stronghold is where it's cool to be Christian.
26. When someone does something wrong, first believe that they did not know it was wrong and explain
why we have the rule. If they break the rule again, then reprimand. I wish more people followed this
summer camp method.
27. The online academic journal PLOS One found that four days away from electronic devices and in a
natural environment resulted in 50 higher scores on creativity tests. Stronghold only has 2 buildings
with internet access and 360 acres waiting for you.
28. According to the National Institutes of Health, outdoor settings with green space reduce ADHD
symptoms in children across a wide range individual and residential characteristics. This study also
showed that green space, in some cases, was the most effective solution- even better than
medication.
29. Have you ever had someone wash your feet to illustrate bible study? It's powerful.
30. As State Parks begin to close- Stronghold becomes more important.
31. Stronghold continually provides people the opportunity to re-create themselves into a better
form.
32. Stronghold Summer Camp reinforces Christian Ethics.
33. "Stronghold brought me back to the Rockford area- now I have an opportunity to impact my
hometown- both professionally and personally."
34. "Watching the sunsets from the Group Tent Area make me feel like I'm locking eyes with God."
35. "I know I am safe on the High Ropes Course. I used to be scared. Learning how to address my
perceived limitations at a young age has yielded immeasurable benefits."
36. "I've taken multiple leaps of faith. I have succeeded, and I have missed the bar. Either way, I have
overcome fear."
37. "Stronghold is my place of respite."
38. Providing Christian hospitality through our facility rentals give us the ability to leading by example.
39. By lending a helping hand to the Episcopal Dioses of Chicago, we can share God's love.
40. We help others help others.
41. Walter Strong said, "One has a sincere conviction that our institutions can be protected by the
ordinary citizens if they are sufficiently informed and aroused." In that tradition, we teach how to
think, not what to think.
42. By hosting the Accepting Responsibility for Myself (Commonly known as the A.R.M. program) we give
people a second chance.

43. We have the only Frisbee golf course in the area. This form of easy exercise is a great way to walk
outside and enjoy the weather.
44. The story of Cang, the Vietnamese immigrant, shows the mercy of this Presbytery and the
opportunity of this country.
45. Our group tent area has very little light pollution. Campers of all ages gaze at this wonderful example
of God's creation.
46. The Swing-By-Choice is recess for adults- and kids love it too.
47. Nowadays, bullying does not stop when you go home from school and cyberbullying is running
rampant. We do not have internet on most of our property which gives young people the ability to
hear what God asks of them, rather than what peers ask of them.
48. The light fixtures in the castle, made by the Strong children, help us tell youth to spend less time on
the internet.
49. At 11 a.m. on a Sunny day, visit the Castle's secret chapel. The sun shines on the bible through the
stain glass window. It's poetic how both tell the story of Salvation.
50. Stronghold improves the lives of Christians and invites people to our faith.

