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from the Pastor’s Pen:

And what does the Lord require of
you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8 is my favorite verse!
It’s the one printed on the dog tag
I sometimes wear.

On Thursday, October 9th, over thirty Rockford area clergy and leaders and I viewed the
movie, "Long Night's Journey into Day," which told three of the stories brought to the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission under Desmond Tutu after the dismantling of Apartheid in
South Africa and the election of Nelson Mandela as the first black president. On the 11th, I
toured Rockton's Historic Auto Attractions with the Mariners fellowship group. I was in awe at
the scope of history presented there. But when I returned home, I found only five pictures had
saved to my photo stream. These got me thinking about racism and equality once again!
It has been almost eleven weeks since the demonstrations and riots began in Ferguson,
Missouri. As a mother, a woman of faith and an advocate for justice and peace, I’ve had to
reflect on the issues of “How did America get to this uncomfortable place? Are we as
Americans that angry and full of hate? Does the life of a citizen have value regardless of race
or socioeconomic status? What does it mean for a law enforcement officer to take an oath to
protect citizens? Have law enforcement policies and procedures failed in some communities,
especially African American communities? Has the portrayal of the African American male in
film, television, and even the news media provided negative stereotypes?”

Message from the Pastor Continued
The United States’ founding principles are outlined in the Declaration of Independence, which
states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.” What does this statement mean in today’s society, in terms not
only of race and socio-economic status, but also of gender identity, sexual preference, and
even religion? Although the media is focused on Ferguson, there are many cities, even
Rockford, where the surface tension is growing. What can we do? Will it take yet another
death (e.g. Emmett Till, Medger Evers, Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Levar Jones—all black, all
unarmed, all killed out of the desire to “protect and serve”)?
To answer my questions, and others, intentional conversations must be called for by those
who desire to foster and create the “beloved community” spoken of by both the Apostle Paul
in Ephesians and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in sermons, speeches and writings.
Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, was encouraging people to stop building walls, both
physical and societal. Because the wall of hostility had been broken down through Jesus
Christ, Paul preached but there was no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female.
Walls keep people separated; they kill fellowship and breed prejudice (We're good at building
both tangible and intangible walls).
Conflict is an inevitable part of the human experience; however, when it is addressed
honestly, it can be resolved nonviolently. In King's "beloved community," love and trust will
triumph over fear and hatred; peace and justice will prevail over war and military conflict;
poverty, hunger and homelessness will not be tolerated because international standards of
decency will not allow it; racism and all forms of discrimination and prejudice will be replaced
by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood through Christ.
This goal of reconciliation, of tearing down walls, of uniting respectfully within our diversity is
lived out through our membership in the church. As William Sloan Coffin said, "By joining a
church you declare your individuality in the most radical way in order to affirm community on
the widest possible scale....the whole world is your new neighborhood and all...become your
sisters and brothers in the new family formed in Jesus."
I will be challenging myself to discern what the Lord requires of me in order that I may be a
change agent, helping to build the Beloved Community of God here and now; I challenge you
to do the same. And, it is my prayer that our dialogue on racism and other forms of hate will
prompt theological reflections on scripture about love, truth, redemption and reconciliation.
Grace and Peace,
Judith

Health Ministries
November is Diabetes Awareness Month. If you have Type 2 Diabetes,
you hold the keys to managing your condition, YOU CAN DO IT!
Start by making some simple changes. Talk to your healthcare provider
about which of these is right for you:
* Drink one less soda each day
* Take the stairs instead of the elevator
* Start walking at least 10 minutes after each meal
* Reduce your food portions
* Join a gym and exercise several times a week
* Talk to your healthcare professional about adding medication to your treatment
Follow these diet tips:
* Trade a high-fat food for a low-fat choice each week
* Make your meal look bigger by serving it on a small plate
* Package half of your restaurant meal "to-go" before you start eating out.
* Drink a glass of water before each meal
* Try to avoid eating late at night, but if you do snack, try whole-grain crackers, non-fat dairy,
or veggies
Know your numbers:
* A1C- a measure of your average blood glucose control over the past 3 months. This should
be checked at least twice a year, but does not replace daily self-testing of your blood glucise
* FPG (fasting blood sugar,) a measure of your blood sugar before eating or drinking for at
least 8 hours
* PPG (after-meal blood sugar,) a measure of your blood sugar 2 hours after you've eaten a
meal
Talk to your healthcare provider about your goals for each of these tests. Keep track of these
numbers and share at your appointments.
Questions for your next doctor's visit: By talking to your healthcare professional, you can
develop an action plan that helps you better manage your blood sugar:
1. What type of diet should be followed?
2. How often should my blood sugar be checked? What should my results be? What do I do if
the blood sugar is high? low?
3. What are my options if my blood sugars are not what they should be?
4. Would it be helpful for me to see a diabetes educator or nutritionist?
If you have diabetes, there are resources to help you manage your blood sugar well. In
addition to talking to your healthcare provider, these websites are available for you as well:
www.optionfordiabetes.com
www.diabetes.org
www.fit2me.com/Type2Diabetes

Willow Creek Congregation, Pastor Judith & Friends,
Thank you so much Pastor Judith for your visit, calls, and guidance during the illness and death
of my sister, Patricia. It was so helpful to have a caring church family like all of you.
I will miss her very much but I know she is in Heaven and the pain and suffering is over. God
Bless you all.
Love, Dave & Phyllis Cummings

Dear Friends at Willow Creek,
The holidays are approaching fast. Here in the clearinghouse, we are
already working on providing food boxes for our needy families through
our Baskets of Hope Ministry.
I always enjoy the holidays: the food, the family and the gifts. Long
after the tangible things that we give are gone, it is the love that remains.
It is love that creates memory and trust and relationship.
We know that as important as all those “things” are, all these “things” will fade. Paul says it
best, while explaining to the Corinthian church what NOT to be concerned about: “There are three
things that will endure – faith, hope, and love - and the greatest of these is love”(1 Corinthians 13:13).
We may give a bus voucher, a food basket or a ride to the doctor but what we really do is
extend to our neighbors the love that Jesus has offered to us.
May God bless us all this year as we work to glorify His Name in Rockford!
Thank you! Thank you! Mary Pulliam, Executive Director
Thank you Willow Creek Presbyterian Church for your recent donation of $423

Dear Pastor Hardie,
On behalf of the Rock River Valley Blood Center, I would
like to extend our sincere thanks to Willow Creek
Presbyterian Church for sponsoring another blood drive
on Monday, April 28th, 2014. We saw fifteen people and collected eleven units of blood. We also
gained six new donors. This is especially significant since new donors play an integral role in
maintaining our donor base. Without your support, we would not have had an adequate supply of
blood and components available for the community.
The extraordinary efforts of Denise Temple, Phyllis Cummings, Carolyn Wheeler, & Donna
Hissong contributed to the success of the drive. With their efforts the drive was smooth running and
extremely productive.
Once again, I thank you for your support. Willow Creek Presbyterian Church shows a great
sense of community commitment to maintaining an ample supply of blood and blood components.
I look forward to working with Willow Creek Presbyterian Church again on your next blood
drive.
Sincerely, Jaclyn Thomson, Donor Recruiter

We are very excited to announce that the Willow Creek Bell Choir
will be presenting a bell concert, “In My Heart There Rings A
Melody”, on February 15, 2015, at 3:00 pm, at Willow Creek
Presbyterian Church of Argyle.
There is no admission charge, but a donation of a canned good or
non-perishable food item is encouraged. Raffle tickets will be given
for every food item that is donated. A Cookie Bouquet from
“Cookies By Design” will be awarded to the winning raffle ticket
holder. There will also be a free will offering taken during the concert, with the donations
going to support the Music Therapy Program of the Holistic Health Department at
Swedish American Hospital.
Light refreshments will be served following the concert.
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, February 15, 2015!!

KIRKIN O’ THE TARTAN…………WHAT’S THAT ALL ABOUT??
So, we learned in the October Streamer that “Kirkin ’o’ the Tartans” was a practice of secretly
Blessing the family’s Tartans which was started by the Scots in defiance of the Hanovarian
English government and its’ ban on almost everything dear to the Scots. Eventually the ban
was lifted, the Scots shook off the despised “trews” (trousers) and returned to wearing their
beloved tartan kilts. After several generations, the practice of Kirkin ’o’ the Tartans became
nearly unknown in Scotland.
Many will be familiar with the story of The Reverend Peter Marshall as told by the biographical
book and film, “A Man Called Peter”. Reverend Marshall was originally from southwest
Scotland and became Pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington D.C.
It was in 1947, when serving as Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, that Reverend Marshall recreated
the Kirkin ’o’ the Tartans to instill pride of homeland among Scottish Americans and encourage
them to sign up and fight on behalf of Great Britain. At that time ceremonies were held at
Presbyterian Churches of Scottish heritage across North America. Today, the Kirkin ’o’ the
Tartans is celebrated in many denominations around the world.
Note 1: Due to the very busy December calendar, “Kirkin ‘o’ the Tartan” will continue in the
January issue of the Streamer. Note 2: As in the first issue, much of the information herein is
with thanks to Bill Petro in his “Bridging the Gap” website.

Calling all ringers, Bell Choir Schedule as follows:
Thursdays, October 30, November 6, 13, and 20 at 6:30 pm
Contact Dianne Londo for further information 815-623-8512.

The Chancel Choir and the Children's Choir will be presenting
a Christmas Cantata for Worship on December 21. We are
looking for extra voices to add to the fun. Anyone interested
in a short choir commitment, please see Liz. There would be
5 or 6 rehearsals at 9:00 a.m. starting in a few weeks. You can
come to as many or few rehearsals as you feel comfortable
with. There will be more information on this soon.

Nov. 2
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Special bagpipe music for worship

Dec. 7
Choir rehearsal 9:00 downstairs(time subject to change)
Children's program for worship

Nov. 9
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Bell choir for worship
Children's choir 11:00

Dec. 14
Choir rehearsal 9:00 downstairs(time subject to change)
Bells play for worship
Children's choir 11:00

Nov. 16
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Choir sings for worship
Children's choir 11:00

Dec. 21
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Christmas Cantata for worship with Chancel Choir and
Children's Choir

Nov. 23
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Choir sings for worship
Children's choir 11:00

December 24, Wednesday, Christmas Eve
Special music 9:30 p.m.
Worship at 10:00 p.m.
music TBA

Nov. 30
Choir rehearsal 8:30
Choir sings for worship
Children's choir 11:00

Dec. 28
No choir, special music TBA

LET’S KEEP THIS GOING!!! WCPC now has the honor of
being known as “The Best “Christmas Cookie Walk in the
area and enjoys many repeat customers year after year.
Proceeds from this event are earmarked for aid to families
that are experiencing financial issues that make providing
just day to-day necessities a struggle and only increase
with the cold, winter months. Our goal is to relieve some
of that stress and spread some Christian Joy during the
Holiday Season. This is not a “women’s thing” nor does it
fall under the responsibilities of an existing committee. It
is a church-wide effort, which means volunteers are essential to “keep it going”. The work is
easy and fun. The more volunteers, the lighter the task. Contact Carolyn J. (Gene) Wheeler
(815-885-3411), Donna Hamilton (815-885-3902) or Carolyn L. (Dick) Wheeler
(815-544-0179) to volunteer. The next meeting is Saturday, November 8th @10:30. All are
welcome to attend.

Mariners
Celebrating Veteran’s Day
Wednesday, November 12 @ 11:30
Hoffman House in Rockford

Youth Group Happenings
November 9th , November 16th, & December 14 (2:30–4:30 pm)
Sat, December 20th (starting @ 4:00 pm) Youth Group Lock-in
(More information will be given at youth group.)

WCPC Operating Statistics
September, 2014
Income

14,691.00

Expenses

15,579.00

Previous Month Excess/(Deficit)

3,065.00

at what’s NEW at Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
Due to obvious needs, Session has approved:
1. Updating the Parking Lot (old asphalt removed, replaced with new 2.5
inch thick asphalt, and restriped) for the total of $61,543.
2. 130+ feet of old damaged sidewalk was replaced (in front of the
church and at the back door) for a cost of $4,500.
3. Repair the brick on the west end of church (chimney, west wall, and
windows) for approximately $3,500.
Session approved temporarily using money for the sidewalk and brick repair from the
money market account. In addition, Session authorized using $32,000 from Gifts and
Bequests to cover the projects and is asking the congregation to raise the remaining
balance through donations.
If you wish to donate to this project, please make the check payable to WCPC and note on
the memo line “Facilities Project”. Thank you for your support.

Willow Creek Presbyterian Church
Facilities Project - Parking Lot
Goal is $30,000

Year

Month

Date

Offering

Account
Checking
Balance

2014

September

October

14th
21st
28th

50.00
1,150.00

50.00
1,150.00

50.00
1,200.00

5th
12th

1,560.00
6,270.00

1,560.00
6,270.00

2,760.00
9,030.00

$9,030 raised so far! Thank you for your support!

Money Mkt
Balance

How better to get to know our Church Family than through our weekly fellowship
gatherings here at WCPC. Through casual conversations, we can share things we have in
common and enlighten ourselves relative to what our fellow parishioners BRING TO THE
TABLE.
This can only be possible with the support and participation of the entire congregation!
Please consider signing up to host a Sunday in the near future. You will enjoy the experience
and your life will be enriched accordingly.

THANK YOU!

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: SUPPORTING PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE LEADERS
WHEN IS THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING RECEIVED?
The Christmas Joy Offering is traditionally received during the Advent Season. However, you can
help sustain the important PC(USA) ministries and programs that are supported by the Christmas Joy
Offering by making an online gift at any time throughout the year.

HOW IS MY GIFT USED?
A gift to the Christmas Joy Offering helps provide financial assistance to current and former church
workers and their families and also enables deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related racial
ethnic colleges and schools.



The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
Racial Ethnic Leadership Development

Sat 11/1
Sun 11/2

Mon 11/3
Tue 11/4
Thur 11/6
Sat 11/8
Sun 11/9

Mon 11/10
Tue 11/11

Wed 11/12
Thur 11/13
Fri 11/14
Sun 11/16

Tue 11/18
Thur 11/20
Sun 11/23

Tue 11/25
Wed 11/26
Thur 11/27
Fri 11/28
Sun 11/30

----8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
7:00-9:00 pm
10:00-11:30 am
6:30 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
2:30-4:30 pm
--9:30 am
------11:30 am
2:00 pm
6:30 pm
3:30-5:30 pm
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
2:30-4:30 pm
9:00 am
6:30 pm
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:20 am
9:30 am
--------8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am

November 2014 All Church Calendar
All Saints Day
Daylight Saving time Ends (Fall back 1 hour)
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School
Sunday Worship with Communion/Memorial Dedications (Bagpipe Music)
Fellowship
Session Meeting
Angel Baby Closet Distribution (Love Inc.)
Bell Rehearsal
Music & Worship Meeting
Cookie Walk Meeting
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School
Worship with Communion (Bell Choir)
Fellowship
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Group
No Preschool
Membership/Stewardship/Mission Meeting
Veterans Day
No Preschool
Presbytery Meeting
Mariners at the Hoffman House (Celebrating Veteran’s Day)
Deacons Meeting
Bell Rehearsal
Girl Scouts (Fellowship Hall & Kitchen)
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School
Sunday Worship (Choir Sings for Worship)
Fellowship
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Group
Building & Grounds Meeting
Bell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School
Sunday Worship (Choir sings for Worship)
Fellowship (Annual Congregational Meeting & Ham-ball Dinner)
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Finance & Personnel Meeting (may be rescheduled due to Congregational Meeting)
Martha Ruth Circle
No Preschool
Thanksgiving Day
No Preschool
No Preschool
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School
Sunday Worship with Communion by Intinction (1st Sunday of Advent-Choir Sings)
Fellowship
Children’s Choir Rehearsal

WILLOW CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATEMENT OF INCOME and EXPENSE
Actual vs Budget
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2014

Budget

Actual

Variance

REVENUES:
Contributions - General
Contributions - Special
Other Income
Endowment
School & Event
Total
Revenue

95,325
750
6,688
562

101,380
542
4,235
477

6,055
(208)
(2,453)
(85)

103,325

106,634

3,309

79,042
3,337
1,725
1,275
34,185
4,663
150
750

77,980
1,949
1,606
823
33,695
1,490
175
750
-

1,062
1,388
119
452
490
3,173
(25)
-

125,127

118,468

6,659

(21,802)

(11,834)

9,968

2,944

EXPENSES:
MINISTRY OF:
Personnel
Christian Ed & Youth
Music & Worship
Member & Stewardship
Building & Grounds
Session
Deacons
Missions - Budgeted
Unbudgeted
Total
Expense

Change in cash from operations

OTHER:
Dedicated Accounts, Pre-School
& Liabilities

-

(2,944)

Net Cash Transfers To/(From)
Investments

-

-

Change in cash since January 1,
2014

(21,802)

(8,890)

-

12,912

Presbyterians in Pink @ Making Strides against Breast Cancer Walk @ RVC

Carol Norem and Phyllis Cummings walked so fast (it
was cold!) that we didn’t get them in our group pictures,
but together with Denise Temple, Carolyn Wheeler,
Kathy Meyer, Jack, Connor, Matt and myself, our team
raised $1,245 to support those with Breast Cancer!
Thanks to the Healthy Ministries Committee for getting a
walking group together! Any suggestions for our next
group walk? Fun, community support, and a witness to a
good Christian faith, all-in-one!

