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I don’t know how your brain and prayer-life work, but my brain never stops (well I do have a
shutdown procedure at bedtime, but even then, I dream voraciously); there are many
thoughts swirling around, usually upcoming tasks, events, or prayer concerns. Recently, two of
them have linked together—the membership directory and our annual worship in the park.
First the crazy idea—how about we take family pictures for the directory out there? And then,
the more serious—what does church membership really mean these days, and how has the
way we understand membership evolved? Perhaps because I am planning to focus our
worship on baptism (we’ll celebrate a couple of baptisms, as well as a renewal of baptism for
those gathered), this sacrament seems to be key in recasting what membership means.
We have long said that baptism is the way we enter the church. It has been the prerequisite
for full, active membership, and was for a long, long time a requirement to being welcomed to
the Lord’s Table (that is changing only very recently). In my conversations with our recent
confirmands, and with some of our young adults (who were interested in being
baptized/renewing their baptisms), we have defined baptism as both a God-initiated act of
saving grace and a commissioning to ministry in the church and the world, requiring full and
active entry into a Christian community that will offer encouragement and accountability for
one’s walk of faith.
Whether infants, toddlers, tweens, or adults, I hope that we, the church, the Christian
community, have been encouraging the baptized to know the freedom we have in Christ to
proclaim our faith, to come to the Table, to worship, to serve, and to become the best version
of ourselves at any and every point in life because of what God is doing in our lives as we seek
to follow Jesus.
Jesus chose to enter into our lives at the hand of his crazy cousin John in the river Jordan. In
baptism, Jesus, already God incarnate, immersed himself in humanity and began taking on the
sins, hurts, fears and longings we all share. Jesus chose a way to walk right into the messiness
of all of human life, and he showed us the way to trust in God’s saving power and grace to do
the same. When we choose to be baptized, to have our babies baptized, or to renew our own
baptism, we choose to (re-)enter into the ministry, the life, death, and resurrection, of Jesus.
There are graduations and weddings, confirmations and memorials, but the two holy
sacraments we, as Presbyterians, celebrate are the Table and the Font. God provides nurture
and hope at the Table as we remember all that Jesus did and does for us until he returns, and
God initiates the cleansing, renewing and saving grace we have now through Christ at the
Font. So what does it mean when we bring our children (and ourselves) to the Lord’s Table?
What does it mean when we baptize them, or renew our own? What does it mean to be a
Christian? What does it mean to “join a church”?

I believe that God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost (the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer) have
and will always be with us. I believe that a community of believers can journey further and
accomplish far more together than any one individual, no matter how gifted, can realize alone.
I believe that the ways we worship and celebrate God’s love and calling are less about the
pomp and circumstance, and more about how we choose to love and serve and grow together
into this life God has given us. What do you believe? Come to church this summer, especially
come to our worship in the park this month, and find explore that together with us!

Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, thank you for allowing us to
host two seminars in your Beautiful and Spirit Filled Facility. Pastor
Judith, thank you for ALL of your help and support with these
sessions!! Your commitment to community outreach is wonderful!
You did a great job as our “sound technician”. Your guacamole was
outstanding and the deviled eggs inspired by a Dr Blahnik recipe
were heavenly.
Health and Blessings, Jodi M. Henderson and Barbie Riley

Dear Friends,
Thank you and well done - on an exceptional job of hosting, and feeding us,
for our day of Presbytery. I really enjoyed and appreciated the day, including
the visit to the Paulson Museum.
Very best wishes, Murray Hanson

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your recent gift of $435 to Northern Illinois Food Bank.
Through your donation, you're providing nutritious food - and hope - for
children, families and seniors in our community. On behalf of those we
serve, as well as our staff and volunteers, I want to share our appreciation
for your partnership in the fight against hunger!
For more than 30 years, the Food Bank has worked alongside caring people
like you to change the lives of those struggling to put food on the table. Your gifts enable us to
deliver relief in the form of groceries and prepared meals by our network of 800 food pantries,
soup kitchens, senior centers, child sites and direct distribution programs.
In the next few weeks, I'll be writing to update you on how your generosity is improving the
lives of our struggling neighbors. Again, thank you and welcome.
Sincerely, Julie Yurko, President & CEO

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of Presbyterian
Women. (Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering in May of $694.)
Caring people like you help ensure that necessary funds are in place to
support all Presbyterian women as we carry out the PW Purpose
together—a purpose that includes Bible study, advocacy for justice
and peace, mission work around the world, and the work of the
PC(USA).
We thank you again for your generosity, and I personally send blessings and prayers to you as
we continue this journey together.
Gratefully, Carol Loyd Winkler, Moderator, 2015-2018, PW Churchwide Coordinating Team

STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes individuals, couples
or groups that serve God through Willow Creek Presbyterian Church.
Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome stand outside
Fellowship Hall near the Education Wing. Completed nominations can be deposited in the box
on the welcome stand. Nominations can also be made directly to Pastor Judith.

Fellowship is an important part of our gathering.
Sign-up is available in the Kitchen Window. Help us
welcome newcomers with light refreshments and
warm hearts. If you need any assistance setting up or
serving for Fellowship, please call Sandy Bell cell #
815-871-6301.

WCPC Operating Statistics
May turned out to be our first
month of 2017 when offerings were
less than the same month
comparison of 2016. The shortfall
totaled $2,820. This drop in
income, with more expenses in the
month, led to our $5,456.32 deficit.
Thanks again for your continued
support.

WCPC Operating Statistics
Income
Expenses

May 2017
10,743.78

Year-to-Date
59,193.15

16,200.10

75,789.12

(5,456.32)

(16,595.97)

McEachran Homestead Winery
Friday Night 6-9pm Patio Schedule
July 7 Ken Curtis
July 14 Daniel Scott
July 21 Paper Airplane
July 28 Dan Holmes

July Special Music Line-up!
We have a really good lineup of special music in July, which
I know you will enjoy.
July 2...Lucas Greenlee, bagpipes
July 9...Nightingale Trio
July 16...John Harden
July 23....Worship in the Park with Dan Holmes
July 30...The Church Street String Band (Something new for
us...friends of mine. They're great! Come and hear for
yourself.)
Everyone else is wonderful, too, and you've heard them all
before, so you know that already.
See you in church!!

Mariners
Mariners will meet Friday, July 14 at 11:30 a.m. at the ICE HOUSE in
Rockford where we will board the Forest City Queen for the 12 noon
river cruise. Box lunches will be enjoyed as we cruise. Carol Norem,
Jim and Delores Hall will host. Please call 815-633-1784 if you would
like to join us for the afternoon or if there is a change of plans.

Faith Exploration Study Group
Tuesday, July 25 @ the Church (Delores Hall Hosting)

Boone County Fair August 8 - 13
Our tent will be in the same location as last year. We had great
participation last year and we need you to sign-up again.
Sign-up is available in the Fellowship Hall!

Church World Service Kits Challenge
We accepted the challenge for:
25 School Kits
10 Hygiene Kits
10 Clean-up Buckets
Post-it Notes are available in the Fellowship Hall!

Habitat for Humanity - Boone County
We are providing a lunch for the South Rockford builds on July 1, and
are planning on providing lunch for a work crew in the Belvidere area.
The date will be determined at our next meeting.
If you are interested in putting together a work crew, contact Beth @
Habitat (phone 815-980-6247). There are ongoing builds in both the
Belvidere and South Rockford areas.

Want to help out at Northern IL Food Bank?
Go to website www.SolveHungerToday.org or
call 815-639-1257 to sign up.

Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted with the Presbytery Meeting
on June 13. Your participation made the day a huge success!

Worship in the Park will be Sunday, July 23 @ 10:00 am at the Lion’s Club Shelter in Rock Cut
State Park (Handicap parking available). Table service and drinks will be provided. Grills will be
fired up after the worship service. Please bring your own meat to grill, a dish to share, and
lawn chairs if you’d like. There will be games and activities for the kids. A wheelchair will also
be available for anyone who needs assistance getting from the parking lot to the shelter.
Come worship will us surrounded by the beauty of God’s great earth!

Sunday, September 24
There will be drums & pipes, a procession & blessing of family flags/banners, a pot-luck picnic,
and games, singers and dancers. New this year, an introduction to bagpiping, led by our own
Lucas Greenlee. We hope you plan to come worship and stay for a special family fellowship
time afterwards.
Bring friends and family – ALL are WELCOME!

Sun 7/2

Tue 7/4
Wed 7/5
Sun 7/9

Mon 7/10
Wed 7/12
Thur 7/13
Fri 7/14
Sun 7/16

Tue 7/18
Wed 7/19
Thur 7/20
Sun 7/23

Tue 7/25

Wed 7/26
Sun 7/30

July 2017 All Church Calendar
10:00 am Worship with Communion; Mission of Month Challenge Kits
11:00 am Fellowship Hour
5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
--- Office Closed for July 4th Holiday
Tue 7/4 thru Wed 7/12 Pastor Judith on Vacation
1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
10:00 am
11:00 am
5:00-6:00 pm
9:00 am
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
11:30 am

Worship; Pulpit Supply Rev. Murray Hanson
Fellowship
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Mission Team Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Deacon Meeting
Mariners meet at Rockford Ice House for Forest City Queen Box
Lunch Cruise at noon (Carol Norem and Jim & Delores Hall hosting)

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am
5:00-6:00 pm
8:00 am
1:00 pm
---

Worship
Fellowship
Finance & Personnel Meeting
AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety)
Buildings & Grounds Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
August Streamer Submissions are Due in the Church Office

10:00 am Worship in the Park; Dan Holmes Music; A Celebration of Baptism;
followed by Church Picnic
5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) Meet in Library this Night
8:00 am
12:30 pm
9:30 am
5:30 pm
1:00 pm

Pastor Presbytery Council
Pastor Stronghold Committee
Faith Exploration Study Group @ Church (Delores Hall Hosting)
Music & Worship Meeting
Women’s Bible Study

10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship
5:00-6:00 pm AA Meeting (Sold on Sobriety) Meet in Library this Night

Family Night
we had so many, we nearly ran out of food!

Summer Camp Day One – 39 kids and crew participated in fun songs, energizers, arts, crafts,
Bible study and games.

Middle School Mission workers went to help keep a dog from escaping its yard
and to do gardening.

