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March 2016
This month, we will have the opportunity to vote—an important privilege, right, and duty we have as
both Christians and American citizens. Followers of Christ should be “salt” and “light” (Matthew 5:13-16),
and one way to be this is by actually going to the polls and casting our ballots. I encourage you not to sit
it out. Get out of the salt shaker. Let your light shine. Vote!
As you evaluate the candidates, Psalm 78:72 can serve as a helpful guide. It describes the king of Israel
with these words: “And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.
(Psalm 78:72) “Integrity of heart” is character; “skillful hands” means competence. It’s unwise to ignore
either of these essential factors of good leadership.
How do you know a candidate’s character or competence? Though we are electing a “commander” not
“pastor” -in-chief, some of the principles in 1 Timothy 3 are transferable to virtually any leadership
selection process. The character of a leader is shaped and revealed in everyday living – especially in
partnerships and family life. As you evaluate the candidates, consider carefully what their life-long,
personal patterns reveal (as Candidate Carson said last night, “the fruit salad of one’s life”).
“A fool gives full vent to his anger,” the Bible says, “but a wise man keeps himself under control”
(Proverbs 29:11). “He who guards his lips guards his life,” says God’s word, “but he who speaks rashly
will come to ruin” (Proverbs 13:3). As you evaluate the candidates, consider carefully what their words
reveal about their character.
Of course, no candidate is perfect, and, by God’s grace, it’s possible for a person to repent, to grow, and
to change – in values, views, and patterns of life. Conversion is at the heart of the gospel, and we should
celebrate every time someone returns to God’s paths. However, it’s risky and dangerous to put a new
convert in the first-chair leadership seat in any organization. As you evaluate the candidates, consider
carefully how long they have espoused current values & views.
Of necessity, a good leader must relate not only to “insiders” (constituents of church, business, school,
nation, etc.), but also to “outsiders.” As you evaluate the candidates, consider carefully how effectively
they will lead and represent us to the larger world.
Scripture does not tell us who we should vote for in any given election. However, there are applicable
biblical principles about choosing leaders; perhaps your faith will help you narrow the field. Ask God for
wisdom, and on Tuesday take your biblical values with you to the polling place . . . and vote!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Judith

Dear Friends:
Thank you for your kind donation of 26 School Kits to Church
World Service. Your compassion has given individuals and families
touched by disaster the tangible evidence that they matter. That
someone cares. And they are not alone.
Disasters can strike anywhere, anytime. And they can take many forms: tornadoes,
earthquakes, civil conflict, drought, hurricanes and more. But with the support of caring people
like you - who understand the urgency of responding after a disaster - people in crisis receive
help when they need it, and hope for the future.
For updates on our most recent work, visit cwsglobal.org. Or, to find out more about the CWS
Kit Program, visit www.cwsglobal.org/kits
Here at home or overseas, when tragedy strikes your donations ensure that help is never far
behind.
With deepest gratitude, Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO

Dear Willow Creek Presbyterian Church:
Thank you so much for your recent donation of
$40.00 to help the Belvidere Boone County Food
Pantry. Your generous donation helps us
purchase food and daily essentials for those in
our community that are facing hard times. Your
support means more than we can express and it
is greatly appreciated.
The Belvidere/Boone County Food Pantry is a non-profit organization established in 2004 that
provides food, non-food products, clothing, and other household products to those facing
challenging economical situations in Boone County. We desire to be a bridge to help transition
those facing hard times until they become self-sufficient. Our goal is to give people hope and
make a difference in their lives.
The Belvidere/Boone County Food Pantry serves approximately 2,000 clients per month that fall
below the poverty level income guidelines as established by the Illinois Department of Human
Services, and our community looks to us to assist them in meeting their basic needs.
We rely on individuals, companies, churches, schools, and clubs to help us meet the needs of the
ever growing population of people living in poverty in our county. Thank you for caring.
Sincerely, Tracy Dlugosz, Administrative Assistant

Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for your support of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Your recent gift ($250)
is already at work making a difference in the name of Jesus Christ.
The Presbyterian Mission Agency inspires, equips, and connects Presbyterians to serve Christ in
the world.
Through our national and international ministries, the hungry receive nourishment, the hopeless
gain hope, the estranged find reconciliation, and the displaced experience welcome.
This transformational work would not be possible without people like you. Your gift and the gifts
of others who are committed to our church's collective mission are changing lives.
Please let me thank you again for your gift and ask that you keep the Presbyterian Mission
Agency, all of our ministries, and those who serve and are served in your prayers.
Faithfully, Terri S. Bate, Senior Director, Funds Development Ministry

Tom, John and I would like to thank all of those that helped "behind the scenes"
for our recital. It couldn't have happened without all of you. Since everything
was covered and ran so smoothly, it allowed the three of us to be able to
concentrate on our performing. Thank you all so much.
Liz

STEWARDSHIP RECOGNITION
ABOVE and BEYOND the CALL of DUTY recognizes
individuals, couples or groups that serve God through
Willow Creek Presbyterian Church.
Nominations forms can be obtained on the welcome
stand outside Fellowship Hall near the Education Wing.
Completed nominations can be deposited in the box on the welcome stand. Nominations can also
be made directly to members of the Mission, Membership and Stewardship Committee (David
Ensminger, Pat Nortch, Delores Hall, Jim Hall) or Pastor Judith.

We thank all who have signed up to host Fellowship on Sunday mornings.
We hope you will also help us provide refreshments on the blank Sundays.
When you are baking at home, bake extra for the church. We will “Bank
Baked Goods” in the freezer (labeled & dated) and get them out for
Fellowship whenever we have a blank Sunday.

Choir Rehearsal:
Sun, Mar 6, 13 @ 8:30 am
Sun, Mar 20 (Palm Sunday) downstairs @ 9:00 am
Sun, Mar 27 (Easter Sunday) rehearse after Breakfast
Sing for Worship on Mar 6, 13, & 27 (Easter)
Young Peoples Choir Rehearsal:
Sun, Mar 6, 13, 20 @ 11:00 am
Sun, Mar 27 (Easter) rehearse after Breakfast
Sing for Worship with Chancel Choir on Mar 27 (Easter)

Bell Rehearsal:
Thur, Mar 10, 17 @ 7-8:15 pm
Bells play for Worship Sun, Mar 20 (Palm Sunday)

Willow Creek Youth Group
July 18-23, 2016 – Presbyterian Youth
Triennium (PYT)
It is time to pray and make the commitment to
go. PYT Participant forms will be mailed to all
eligible youth. Please fill them out and make
the required deposit by Feb. 7th! (If you need help with the deposit, please contact Pastor Judith.)

Help them GO! PYT is a life giving, life changing, faith moving
experience! As the world changes, society shifts – and the church
expands – the need for vibrant young Presbyterians grows. Help your
young people GO to the next great place in their faith! Watch for our
upcoming fundraisers this year!
NOTE: We'll spend the night at Stronghold on July 18th. PYT
is for high school age youth, incoming freshmen to graduated
seniors.

Mariners
Mariners will meet on March 8, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.
in the Lincoln Room at the Hoffman House Restaurant.
Hope to see everyone there. Jim and Delores Hall will host.

Book Study Group
Wednesday, March 16
6 pm (some come @ 7) to 8:30 pm @ Mary’s Market
Chapters 4-5
Skiffers
5:30 pm, Saturday, March 19
@ Gary & Dianne Wallace Home
Potluck with Games to follow

Martha Ruth Circle
9:30 am, Tuesday, March 22
@ Nettie Parker’s Home, 182 Muir Drive, Loves Park (815-885-8005)
All Ladies are welcome to attend!

WCPC Operating Statistics
January 2016
Seasonal expenses and elevator inspection/repair
drove our January expenses higher than expected.
Thanks again for your financial support of our ongoing ministries.

WCPC Operating Statistics
January 2016
Income
10,670.00
Expenses

13,106.00

Previous Month -Excess/(Deficit)

9,486.00

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 6
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 13
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 20
10:00 am Worship with Communion by Intinction
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, March 24
7:00 pm Worship with Communion by Intinction
Good Friday
Friday, March 25
Noon, Community Service,
Rockton United Methodist
Easter Sunday, Sunday, March 27
8:00 am Sunrise Service at Argyle Cemetery
8:45 am Breakfast at WCPC
9:30 Easter Egg Hunt at WCPC
10:00 Worship with Traditional Communion
Stronghold - Coffee and Castle Tours
Join us on Thursday March 17th for Coffee and Castle Tours at Stronghold Castle. Stop by the
castle between 8:00am and 10:00am for a cup of freshly brewed coffee (decaf available) and
enjoy it as you take yourself on a guided tour of this unique property. This event is free for all who
wish to attend. Questions? Contact Chris Busker (Chris@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-7326111 ext. 607
Stronghold - Stories in the Castle
You are invited to join us on Thursday March 17th at 4:45pm for our St Patrick’s Day Stories in the
Castle. Emily Porter (Byron Public Library) will be presenting the themed stories. Snacks and
drinks will be provided. This event is free for your whole family and may fulfil your child’s 20
minute a day reading requirement. Questions? Please email Richard Simpson
(richard@strongholdcenter.org) or call 817-732-6111 ext. 606

Stronghold - Castle Keys
Castle Key’s is Stronghold’s new open mic style showcase event for piano players. Join us on
Wednesday March 16th at the Castle between 6:00pm and 8:00pm and listen to piano players of
all skill levels as they entertain you on Stronghold’s Steinway Piano. Warm beverages will be
available. This event is free for your whole family. Questions? Contact Chris Busker
(chris@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext. 607
* This event is run in partnership with Chris Thomas, Piano Teacher and owner of Lessons by Chis
Thomas located in Historic Conover Square (downtown Oregon, IL)
Stronghold Prints for sale – Help support the mission of Stronghold
During the summer of 2015 Maddie Witt a long time camper and camp counselor joined us as our
first “Artist-in-residence.” During this time Maddie produced a number of high quality paintings of
various scenes around Stronghold. Three of these paintings (Campfire, Watercolor Castle and The
Tower) were professionally printed onto high quality paper for you to proudly display in your
home. Prints are $30 each and are going fast. Please email Richard Simpson
(richard@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext.606 to order your prints.
Photos of these prints can be found by visiting our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/strongholdcampandretreatcenter)

Stronghold - Weekend Hosts Wanted
As rental business increases, Stronghold is seeking motivated and passionate volunteers to
donate their time to help support Stronghold’s onsite guests by responding to inquiries and
phone calls as the needs of the group(s) change during their time here. As a weekend host, you
will serve as a liaison between rental guests and Stronghold staff about maintenance issues and
other needs of the group(s) as they arise and act as a liaison between Stronghold Guests and
Stronghold Staff. Weekend Hosts will need to be available from approximately 5:00pm Friday
through 1:00pm Sunday and are asked to stay on site at Stronghold while guests are present. If
you are interested, please shadow one weekend for training. Accommodation and meals are
provided. Questions? Email (info@strongholdcenter.org) for more information or call
815-732-6111

Stronghold - Birthday Parties
Do you want to celebrate your child’s birthday at Stronghold Castle? Stronghold proudly offers
birthday party opportunities starting at $175 for a two hour party (including craft time with a
member of Stronghold Staff.) Questions? Please contact Diane Brainard/Jogerst
(reservations@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext. 613
* Please share the attached PDF file alongside this information.
Stronghold - Castle Tours Available
Tours of the Strong Castle are available for $5 per person. Come learn about Walter Strong and
his family and this wonderful piece of property. Tours are by appointment only and should be
booked through our Reservation Coordinator, Diane Brainard Jogerst
(reservations@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext. 606
Stronghold - The Knights Circle
The Knight's Circle is an annual giving recognition society that honors our most generous donors.
If you would like to support the on-going operation, upkeep of Stronghold, please contact John
Mecklenburg via email (mecklenburg1@comcast.net) or call 815-732-6111 ext. 602
Stronghold - Craft Supplies Needed
Each year Stronghold offers arts and crafts opportunities to all of its campers at Summer Camp,
Day Camp and at Community Day Camps. If you could donate any of the following items to
Stronghold it would be greatly appreciated:
 Crayons (broken or whole) – use this opportunity to clear out your closets at home, work
or church!
 Cardboard Tubes – the kind that come in the middle of Kitchen Towel or Toilet Paper
 Wallpaper samples – if you have recently redecorated your house and have left over rolls,
offcuts or wallpaper books we would be happy to use them (and we don’t care what
designs they have on them)
 Fabric – any shape, size, color, and pattern we don’t mind – just so long as we can recycle!
 CD’s/DVD’s – scratched, damaged, even cracked CD’s are great for making bright, shiny
craft projects with our campers. Cases can also be used to make multiple craft projects as
well.
Please bring all items to the Blackhawk Presbytery meeting in Henry, IL on April 12th where a
member of Stronghold Staff will be happy to take them off your hands.
Stronghold - Summer Staff Wanted!
Do you know a college student who is good with kids and is looking for a fun and rewarding
summer experience? Stronghold is looking for good people in your church community to be
summer camp counselors and to help make summer camp a success. If you know someone,
please direct them to www.strongholdcenter.org where they can download an application packet
or have them contact Ryan Anderson via email (ryan@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111
ext. 609

Stronghold - Summer Camp registration now open!
Camp does kids a world of good! Make new friends, gain confidence, and enjoy the outdoors at
Stronghold Summer Camps. We make Bible study and worship come alive in a whole new way.
Register online at www.strongholdcenter.org or pick up a brochure here at church. Questions?
Please email Ryan Anderson (summercampinfo@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111 ext.
609 or contact Diane Brainard Jogerst (reservations@strongholdcenter.org) or call 815-732-6111
ext. 613

March 2016 All Church Calendar
Tue 3/1
Wed 3/2

Thur 3/3
Fri 3/4
Sun 3/6
4 Sun. of Lent
th

Mon 3/7
Tue 3/8
Wed 3/9
Thur 3/10

Sat 3/12
Sun 3/13
5 Sun. of Lent
th

Mon 3/14
Tue 3/15

Wed 3/16

Thur 3/17

Fri 3/18
Sat 3/19
Sun 3/20
Palm Sunday

Noon
7:30-10:30 am &
1:30-3:30 pm
7:00-9:00 pm
11:30 am
5:30-6:30 pm
3:15-5:45 pm

Pastor @ New Beginnings Pastors’ Lunch
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Caffeined in Roscoe
Session Meeting
Pastor Stateline Clergy Lunch
Lenten Soup & Study
Girl Scouts Kitchen & Fellowship Hall

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
1-3 pm
--11:30 am
10:00 am-1:00 pm
7:30-10:30 am &
1:30-3:30 pm
1:00 pm
5:30-6:30 pm
7:00-8:15 pm
---

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion by Intinction; Chancel Choir Sings
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Group
Easter Flower Order Due Date
Mariner’s Hoffman House Restaurant Lincoln Room (Halls Hosting)
Pastor @ New Beginnings Pastors @ Stronghold
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @
McDonalds 2nd & Prairie Hill in South Beloit
Deacon Meeting
Lenten Soup & Study
Bell Rehearsal
Pastor @ CREDO Training

--8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
9:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am-11:00 am
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:30-10:30 am &
1:30-3:30 pm
11:30 am
6/7-8:30
8:00 am-10:30 am
5:30-6:30 pm
7:00-8:15 pm
3:15-5:45 pm
5:30 pm

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
Worship with Communion by Intinction; Chancel Choir Sings
Fellowship
Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Mission/Membership/Stewardship Meeting
Building & Grounds Meeting
Toxic Charity Meeting @ St Peters Cathedral
Pastor Stronghold Meeting
Music & Worship Meeting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Mary’s Market
on McFarland in Rockford
Pastor Presby Lunch
Book Club @ Mary’s Market (Chapters 4-5)
Pastor @ Coffee at the Castle
Lenten Soup & Study
Bell Rehearsal
Girl Scouts Kitchen & Fellowship Hall
Skiffers @ Gary & Dianne Wallace Home-Potluck & Games

9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal Downstairs
9:00 am Sunday School (Children K-8th and Adult)
10:00 am Palm Sunday–Holy Week Begins -Worship with Communion by
Intinction; One Great Hour of Sharing Collection; Bells Ring
11:00 am Fellowship
11:00 am Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
--- Streamer Submission Deadline

March 2016 All Church Calendar Continued
Tue 3/22
Wed 3/23
Thur 3/24

Fri 3/25
Sun 3/27
Easter Sunday

Mon 3/28

9:30 am
12:15 pm
7:30-10:30 am &
5:30-8:30 pm
--5:30-6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Martha Ruth Circle @ Nettie Parker’s Home
Preschool Board Meeting
Pastor Coffee Shop Hours @ Panera Bread on Hwy 173

No Preschool - Spring Break 3/24 thru 4/4
Lenten Soup & Study
Maundy Thursday Service with Communion by Intinction
Office Closed for Good Friday
Noon Good Friday Community Service @ Rockton United Methodist

8:00 am
8:45 am
Right after Breakfast
9:30 am
10:00 am

Sunrise Service @ Scottish Cemetery
Breakfast at WCPC provided by Session
Chancel Choir & Young People’s Choir Rehearsal
Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Worship with Traditional Communion
Chancel & Young People’s Choirs Sing
--- Pastor Vacation 3/28 thru 4/5

Thank-You from Stronghold:
Wow. Thank you to everyone that spread the word and
showed up to the Granite City Restaurant in Rockford on
February 21st. What we did exceeded my expectations.
We raised $484.86
We gave away 58 summer camp brochures.
We had a good time.
I would like to specifically thank Willow Creek Presbyterian
Church, Third Presbyterian Church of Rockford,
Westminster Presbyterian Church of Dekalb, Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Rockford and 2nd/1st in Rockford
for the fellowship and support on Sunday. Thank you all,
especially those I may have missed, for your continued
support of this wonderful organization.
Together, we are Strong.
Sincerely,
Chris Busker, Marketing & Sales Director

Easter Flower Order Form
Would you like to order Easter Flowers in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special person? The cost is
$12.50, and you may order Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils or Hyacinths. You may take your flower home, or donate it for
the Deacons to deliver to the elderly and infirm. Please fill out this form and drop it in the collection plate on
Sunday morning or mail it to the church. The deadline to order is Monday, March 7.
Type of Flower ______________________ Number __________
In Loving Memory of _____________________________________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________________________________________
Donor Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: ______________________________

Please make checks payable to Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, with memo: Easter Flowers.
Flowers not picked up prior to Tuesday, March 29, will be delivered
by the Church Deacons to the elderly and infirmed.

